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Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 

9, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolynQvueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the astoundingly horrible pile of CDs in 
our offices. At last count, we had about 
300 dises. 

Last week, wait ... nothing? We'd like 
to give ourselves a fat pat on the back, but 
we think it's ‘cause nobody had their 
thinking caps on, what with Oiler fever 
ripping through the city and all. C'mon, I'm 
disappearing behind this stack of CDs ... 
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Third Way: tagged and bagged 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

e Third Way is dead. Following a caucus meeting on Apr 20, Health 
| Minister Iris Evans announced she was shelving the most controversial 
elements of the plan—the move to allow doctors to work in both the 
- private and public systems and plans to expand private insurance to allow 
people to buy access to faster and better services. Evans also indicated that 
framework legislation would be introduced in the spring sitting and more con- 

sultations with Albertans would happen. 

This backtrack is a huge victory for public health care and proof of the effi- 
cacy of grassroots pressure. True, there was also the chaos of the leadership 
review, not to mention that the plan was so nonsensical that most Tory MLAs 
didn't even support it—but that's never stopped Klein before. 

Over the past decade, Albertans have responded each time the government 
has attempted a major shift towards privatization. But opposing legislation 
such as Bill 37, Bill 11 and the Third Way are only part of the fight. 

The Klein government has been masterful at delivering a thousand cuts 
‘through changes in regulations and budget allocations when nobody was 
looking. It is these minor changes that undermine faith in the public system 
and open the door to those selling the idea that the system will only survive 
with more private involvement. 

This creeping, cumulative privatization is still a major threat, especially 
since Evans indicated, in different terms, that the framework would include 
more de-listing of services and a continued expansion of private clinics. 

Between a fall leadership race and the fact that the new party leader will 
not want to move forward on privatizing health care with an election looming, 
Albertans likely won't see any major activity on health until the fall of 2007. 

Proponents of public health care should take the opportunity created by the 
defeat of the Third Way to shift the terms of debate. They must move from 
defending the public system to pushing to expand and improve it. 

The debate on the Third Way brought forth numerous ideas on improvements 
that could be made within the public system—from innovations to reduce wait 
times to a national pharmacare program to control skyrocketing drug costs. 

The task for concerned Albertans is to push for the health reform agenda 
they want with their MLAs and Tory leadership candidates over the coming 
months. If they don't, it's only a matter of time before we have to fight against 
a fourth or a fifth way. w 
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AND NOW A WORD FROM THE ADAM SMITH ANTI- 
DEFAMATION LEAGUE 


In regards to your feature on the 39th parliament (“What's 
inside the 39th parliament,” Apr 13 - 19), I'd like to ask if any 
of you have ever bothered to read, The Wealth of Nations, the 
seminal work by Adam Smith? 

First of all, in the more than 1 000 pages in the edition | 
have, he uses that immortal phrase, “invisible hand” exactly 
once! He does this to describe the effects of shortages and 
gluts, not to venerate them. He also says, much earlier in the 
book, that the cost of a good is the labour put into its procure- 
ment. 

If you bothered to actually read the book, you would learn 
that Smith was an anti-imperialist who was in favour of a tax 
on money, proportional taxation, luxury taxes and was а sup- 
porter of public works projects. He was also displeased at the 
hypocricy of restricting unions but not business combinations. 

Adam Smith argued for intelligent restrictions on trade 
instead of those which pauperized tradesmen and the working 
Class. 

If you knew all this, you would likely not use him as an 
example of one of the most corporatist governments that 
Canada has seen since CD Howe was in cabinet. 

SEAN TISDALL 


ZENKO: MASTER GAMER, MASTER WRITER 


Several lifetimes ago, Darren Zenko mentioned that he wished 
people would write into Vue more often. Well, a combination of 
slacking and his last column's contents ("Still living in Oblivion 
... for now that is,” Apr 13 - 19) has compelled me to write now. 
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He is truly qualified as a master gamer of all kinds, and his 
column is а looked-forward to pleasure for me. 
_ | can relate to what he wrote in his column—just today the 
rain made me stock up on Sopranos episodes and other such 
screen diversions, and late sunlight forced me to go out for beer 

Also, | am one of those who loves to watch people play 
adventure games. Yeah, it always weirds out the player, but | 
believe firmly video games are designed with watchers like me 
in mind. 

Keep it up, and thanks for everything. 
JOEL SEMCHUK 


WORKERS ARTICLE WAS A BREATH OF FRESH AIR 


| was given a copy of Shannon Phillip’s article about Alberta 
workers being left out of the boom ("Are Alberta workers 
being left out of the boom?,” Mar 30 - Apr 5). 

| found it to be well informed and true—so much so | found | 
myself surprised to see it in print. It is a welcome breath of 
fresh air from what you read in the Sun and even the Journal. 

| have always picked up Vue to see what was happening 
around town, but never really took a second look at the arti- 
cles. | will now pay closer attention to the articles when | see 
Shannon's name. 

| was born and raised in Edmonton , and I've been ап elec- 
trician since 1988. It is often an uphill struggle for working 
people in this province, and | want again extend a thank you 
for your time and efforts and a thank you for getting the true 
information out there. 
WADE ASHTON 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, whether critical 0! | 
complimentary. Send your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 ' 
- 108 Street, Edmonton АВ ТБ.) 117), by fax (780.426.2889) or | 
by e-mail (letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is given 10 

feedback about articles in Vue Weekly. We reserve the right to 
edit for length and clarity. 


(ON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com | 
Тт a weirdo,” says Memi 
| von Gaza, "and an individ- 
don't take on caus- 
; [jump in and I help. And 
in that, I try to embody the 
ethic of creative resistance." 
Gaza, a veteran of 
in's theatre scene, is 
with a group of 
bring street theatre 
to this year's May Day 
part of the 2006 
'eek Labour Arts 


the made-in-Alberta tale of 
Doohnibor (Robin Hood back- 
wards)—who steals from the 


Von Gaza is actually not a 
weirdo atall—she's part ofa | 
tradition of creative resist- 
ance dating back hundreds 
of years. Indeed, as von 
Gaza explains, the use of 
public spectacle to under- 
mine the status quo dates 
back to the Middle Ages, 
when the “feasts of fools" 
would “lampoon power 
... people were encouraged 
to be caustic and critical in a 
theatre of the grotesque,” says von 
Gaza, evoking the pagan roots of 
May Day. 

May 1 was once a pagan ritual of 
spring and the planting season, and 
fertility and sexuality laced the cele- 
brations. The raising of the phallic 
May pole and the crowning of the 
May Queen, along with the public 
spectacles mentioned by von Gaza 
and staged by the craft guilds, the 
precursors to modern trade unions, 
attracted the ire of church and state. 

May 1 was radicalized by the 
industrial trade union movement in 
recognition of the May 1886 Haymar- 
ket Massacre, where Chicago police 
opened fire on workers assembled in 
Support of the eight-hour work day. 
The incident, in which a bomb was 
thrown by unknown persons into the 
police lines, resulted in the convic- 
tion of eight, the hanging death of 
four anarchist labour activists and 
drew international condemnation. 

Canada and the US are alone 
amongst industrialized countries in 
their refusal to declare May 1 as 
Labour Day. Instead, our govern- 
ments declared the first Monday in 
September as Labour Day, sandwich- 
ing an entirely apolitical long week- 
end between July’s vapid, barbequed 
Patriotism and Thanksgiving’s quasi- 
religious evocation of the nuclear 
family. a 


AFTER A PERIOD of dormancy, 
Edmonton’s May Week is now in its 
eighth year of combining pagan cre- 
ativity with Haymarket's politics. 
Rather than allowing art to safely 
channel the status quo by saying 
very little that can be understood, 


poor and gives to the rich. | 
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used ог appreciated by working рео- 
ple, May Week puts the spotlight on 
creative expression that can be easi- 
ly put to use. 

Creative resistance fuses desire 
with reality. In expressing a "no" to 
the status quo, political art bursts 
forth with a rainbow of "yeses"— 
transporting everyday reality to 
something more ideal, displaying it 
on a canvas, in the street, in per- 
formance, dance or film. 

Music's ability to teach, express, 
and liberate is well-known. Protest 
songs figure in the cultural imagina- 
tion like well-trodden paths—Bob 
Dylan, Woody Guthrie, Bob Marley, 
Joan Baez, and, more recently, hip 
hop artists like Mos Def, Talib Kweli 
and Dead Prez. 

Visceral freedom through music is 
a place we are socially sanctioned to 
go—when we sing in the shower, 
dance uncontrollably at the Com- 
mercial Hotel or get caught by pass- 
ing motorists while singing to 
ourselves in our cars, but keep doing 
it anyway. 

Political resistance, alongside per- 
sonal liberation, is almost expected 
of music. Music's ability to momen- 
tarily suspend hierarchy, despair, 
oppression, and impossibility is per- 
haps why the Labour Arts Cabaret is 
a central May Week event. This 
year, Souljah Fyah, RadioVacana, 
Kevin Cook and spoken-word artist 
Shima light up the stage at Bonnie 
Doon Hall on Sat, Apr 29 (see side- 
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bar for details). 


THE VISUAL ARTS—painting, 


sculpture, and drawing—are not as 
easily recognized as vehicles for cre- 
ative resistance, despite their history 
as such. Establishment art has con- 
straints on access (galleries and 
museums rather than accessible 
public spaces), interpretation (what 
is it? what does it mean?), and own- 
ership (private collections, high 
prices, exclusive markets). 

But the May Week festival breaks 
down many of these barriers and 
makes space for the viewer/partici- 
pant to engage the Quaker concept 
of bearing witness. “A person who 
bears witness to an injustice,” wrote 
Stephen Durland of Greenpeace's 
Guerilla Theatre tactics, "takes 
responsibility for that awareness. 
That person may then choose to do 
something or stand by, but he [sic] 
may not turn away in ignorance." 

Tom Gale, curator of the Edmon- 
ton May Week Workers' Art Show 
running Apr 27 - May 5 (see sidebar), 
says that the show encourages 
artists "to have a social conscious- 
ness about their work—both their 
jobs and the art they make." 

The show is a place for artists 
who work in the "real world"—at 
grocery stores or in factories—to 
creatively express everyday strug- 
gles in the workplace. The show is 
as much about making space for 
artists—who are not often recog- 
nized as such—as it is about provid- 
ing yet another May Week forum for 
political conversation. 

"At first, it was very difficult to find 
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people doing artwork related to 

their jobs," says Gale. "That's sort 

of begun to change ... The artists I 

work with have thought about 

their work and have made some 

connections between art and the 
world around them." 


CHURCHES AND GOVERNMENTS 
have historically relied on the- 
atre and performance for the 

display and assertion of their 
power—from Christian proces- 
sionals to patriotic parades, royal 
weddings to Rambo—theatre and 


| film aims to transport us to a reality 
| apart from the everyday; often, a 
| nicer way for the powerful to 


encourage compliance 
But performance's power has 
not, historically, been lost on 
counter-cultural movements, 
shit disturbers and marginal- 
ized peoples. 

The early years of the 
Russian Revolution saw 

the May Day re-creation 

of the "three socialist 
internationals" in street 
theatre—a May 1 tradi- 
tion until it was shut 
down by the Stalinists. 
The Chinese communist resist- 
ance to Japanese imperialism and 
occupation in the 1930s was organ- 
ized, in part, through "red theatre." 

Reclaim the Streets parties in the 
late 1990s galvanized a generation 
of opposition to consumption-driven, 
privatized space—an opposition that 
grew into the heady days of the anti- 
globalization movement at the end 
of the century. 

The giant puppet show, pioneered 
in North America by Vermont's Bread 
and Puppet Theater, used in count- 
less demonstrations before and 
since—can represent larger-than-life 
struggles with more mirth and vigour 
than a banner or picket sign 

Indeed, David Solnit, a San Fran- 
cisco agitator, puppet maker and Art 
and Revolution teach-in facilitator, 
was arrested in Windsor, Ontario in 
2000, for the crime of coming across 
the border to teach puppet making 
during demonstrations against the 
Organization of American States 
People in power, it seems, are afraid 
of public displays of puppetry. 

"Text is brittle, final," says Memi 
von Gaza. "We have to be careful, in 
life, not to ossify. If you get away 
from text-based messages, and use 
other creative resistance techniques, 
the participants can interpret it 
themselves, and it has a deeper reso- 
nance. Participants can make up 
their own minds. 

"| don't see the point of constantly 
protesting with negative imagery if 
you aren't providing something joy- 
ous. If that means creating a giant 
image and taking it to the street, 
that's great. It’s about creating joy at 
the cellular level, so that you can 
pass it on.” w 


May Week Labour 
Arts Festival 
Calendar of Events 


The May Week Labour Arts Festival has a 
full calendar to help you celebrate May 
Day, the international workers’ day, all 
week long. 


For more information on all events 
Visit wWw.mayweek.ab.ca. 


АІ events are free unless indicated 


Thu, Apr 27 (5:30 pm) 

Worker's Art Exhibit Opening 

Broadway Marketplace (south end of the 
food court), 10320 - 102 Avenue 


Exhibit open on weekdays Apr 28 - May 5 
(10 am - 5 pm) 


Thu, Apr 27 (7 pm) 

Betrayed: The Story of Canadian 
Merchant Seamen 

Metro Cinema, Zeidler Hall, Citadel 
Theatre Complex, 9828 - 101A Avenue 
$8, $6 students and seniors 


Documentary film screening and panel 
discussion. 


Fri, Apr 28 (6:30 pm) 

International Day of Mourning for 
Workers Killed and Injured on the Job 
City Room, Edmonton City Hall 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square 


Fri, Apr 28 (8:30 pm) 

Reel Femme "06 Opening 

Gala Film Ғ/ Contrato 

Theatre, Stanley A Milner Public Library, 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Admission by donation 


For more info on the entire Reel Femme 
festival (Арг 28 - 30) visit www.ewfs.ca. 


Sat, Apr 29 (doors at 7 pm) 

Labour Cabaret, featuring Souljah Fyah 
with RadioVacana, Kevin Cook, Shima 
Bonnie Doon Hall, 9240 - 93 Street, $10 


Sun, Apr 30 (2 pm) 

The Inheritance: Lessons from Past 
Struggles For Today's World 

The Underdog (basement of the Black Dog 
Freehouse), 10425 Whyte Avenue 


Documentary film screening and discus- 
sion over beer! 


Mon, May 1 (5:30 pm) 
May Day for Medicare March 
Churchill Square 


The annual May Day March, celebrating 
the defeat of the Tiird Way, from 
Churchill Square to the Legislature. 


Mon, May 1 (8 pm) 
Labour, Arts & Youth - Street Jam 
Legislature Bandshell (South Grounds) 


Young performers including hip-hop 
artists, dancers, spoken word, singers and 
other cultural performances 


Thu, May 4 (8 pm) 
The Mercy Seat 
Azimuth Theatre, 11315 - 106 Street, $15 


Play runs until May 14 
More info: Tix on the Square (420.1757) w 
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orkers in Alberta were 
injured and killed on the job 
last year in numbers not 


seen in a generation, and both the 

government and unions say the 

province's booming economy is partly 
to blame. 

"The total number of accidents is 
up significantly and the number of 
deaths is up by a huge amount,” 
according to Jason Foster, WhO Works 
on workplace health and safety issues 
with the Alberta Federation of Labour. 

- Quoting Workers’ Compensation 

Board figures for-2005, Foster says 

143 workers were killed because of 
their work, including accidents at the 

workplace, occupational diseases and 

traffic fatalities while on the clock. 
|. Another 17 farm workers, who are 
~ mot covered by-WCB, and so аге 
excluded from the official tally, were 
also killed. 

That number, says Foster, is the 
highest since 1982 and the sixth high- 
est in the history of the province. 

in addition to the fatalities, there 
were almost 170 000 officially record- 
ed accidents serious enough to result 
in time off work—a rate of 500 
injuries a day and a jump from the 
154 000 recorded in the previous year. 

"The picture I see is that due to the 
boom, workplaces are less safe now 
than they were a couple of years аро,” 
Foster says. "Employers are taking 
less time to train new workers, taking 
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less time to make sure the workplace 
is safe, and they're pushing workers 
to work faster, because there's all this 
work coming in, and they're strug- 
gling to keep up. They're cutting cor- 
ners, and one of the first corners they 
cut is safety." 


CHRIS CHODAN, a public affairs officer 
with Alberta Human Resources and 
Employment's health and safety 
programs, agrees that 2005 
was a bad year for workplace 
safety in Alberta, which for the 
past five years had been see- 
ing some improvement. 

"[Workplaces] were defi- 
nitely getting safer from 
2000 to 2004," Chodan 
says, citing the suc- 
cess of changes in 
legislation and a 
provincial safety 
campaign called 
Work Safe Alberta, 
which was launched 
in 2000 following a 
spike in workplace incidents 
in that year. 

While they are still looking at the 
numbers they are receiving from the 
WCB, the information Chodan has 
indicates that total injuries in 2005 are 
up from previous years. 

“It is a reminder to all of us that 
we've got a hot economy now, and 
that's great for employment, but we 
can't forget about safety while that's 
going on." 

The influx of inexperienced work- 
ers to the province and the number of 
workers switching to occupations 
where they can make more money 
may explain the spike in injuries 
according to Chodan. 

He also agrees that the pace of 
work brought on by the boom may be 
part of the problem, with workers 


willing to put in more hours despite 
limits set by employment standards. 

"There's a lot of money to be made, 
so a lot of people are willing to pull 
those extra overtime shifts. We're still 
urging for them and for their employ- 
ers to think 'there are limits.' That's 
why those limits are in employment 
standards." 

Chodan says that his department 
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carried out 13 000 unannounced 
inspections of workplaces in the 
province last year and has the power 
to take action on unsafe workplaces, 
ranging from requests for voluntary 
improvements all the way up to crimi- 
nal prosecution in extreme cases. He 
points out that most problems are 
handled on a voluntary basis by the 
employer. 

Foster, though, says that the 
enforcement that is happening is sim- 
ply not enough to force employers to 
make sure their workplaces are safe. 
"We have 86 enforcement officers to 
cover more than 150 000 workplaces. 
So what I say is that there's no 


EDMONTON DATE NIGHT 


TAKE CONTROL 
ПЕ YOUR LOVE 
LIFE THROUGH 
SPEED DATING. 


“The boorrisa bust for workplace safety 
EWORK 


enforcement. There's no penalties, 
there's no punishment, and there's 
nobody coming in to an employer 
who's not taking safety seriously and 
making them take it seriously." 


THE PROBLEM, Says Foster, is that 
employers are looking for quick 
fixes rather than making fundamen- 
tal changes that will make work- 
places safer. 

"They don't really look at how to 

change their workplace in order to 
prevent accidents and injuries. And 
they're doing absolutely nothing 
around the issues of occupa- 
tional disease. That's just no: 
even on their radar now, 
he says. 

He points out tha: 
because of the diffi- 
culty in proving that a 

chronic illness such as 

cancer is the direct 
result of work, the num- 
ber of work-related death: 
is likely vastly understated 

"Less than one in 10 occupational 
cancers are recognized. We could add 
in Alberta in 2005 at least 500 more 
workers dying last year. We could 
basically muitiply the number w: 
have by five and we'd be closer—even 
then we wouldn't pick them all up, 
but we'd be closer." 

He says that a bias exists which 
prevents recognizing occupational 
cancers because to do so would b. 
very expensive. "The problem i 
we're focusing on the wrong things 
We're focusing on the things (һа 
save employers money, rather than 
the things that make workplaces 
safer." 


The International Day of Mourning 
for Workers Killed and Injured оп the 
Job is held every Apr 28. In Edmonton 
a ceremony is being held as part of the 
May Week Labour Arts Festival on Fri 
Apr 28 at 6:30 pm in the City Room о) 
Edmonton City Hall. М 
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Night Commute highlights 
plight of Ugandan children 


BAYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 


ile the conflicts in the Sudan and 
Darfur and the HIV/AIDS crisis in 
Africa have received considerable 


attention in the media, a much quieter crisis has 
been happening in the East African nation of 
Uganda for the past two decades. 

But a group called Invisible Children is trying 
to raise awareness about the civil war that con- 
tinues to rage in the country. 

"rhe UN called it a worse genocide than even 
World War Two,” says Jonny Empire, one of Invis- 
ible Children's Edmonton organizers. "Basically 
it's a war that's been ongoing for 20 years." 

in Uganda, explains Empire, a rebel army 
calling itself the Lord's Resistance Army, or LRA, 
has been trying to overthrow the government 
since 1987. 

The group, led by a man named Joseph Kony, 
has been receiving support from the Sudanese 
government, which borders Uganda in the north, 
to carry out armed raids in the northern portion 
of the country. 

Ninety per cent of northern Uganda's two mil- 
lion people have been displaced by the conflict, 
and it is estimated that 130 people are killed 
each day in the region because of the violence. 

The LRA raids often include the kidnapping of 
children, who are then forced to become child 
soldiers or sex slaves. As many as 30 000 chil- 
dren are believed to have been abducted since 
the conflict began. 

To avoid such a fate, thousands of children 
commute from their remote northern villages to 
the cities of Uganda by foot to find safety for the 
night. They do so after dusk, under the cover of 


This just in: 


= AFRICA 


darkness, so as not to be detected. In the cities, 
they sleep wherever they can, often with only 
blankets for protection. 

“They have no place to go, so they're stuck in 
these cities, sleeping in packs,” explains Empire. 
“It’s very sad to see." 

In the morning, before the sun rises, they 
make the return trip to their villages. 

Invisible Children, which started in California 
and has since spread to cities across North 
America, is attempting to raise awareness by 
re-enacting the torturous commute faced by 
Ugandan children who are forced to flee from 
their villages. 

The group calls this re-enactment, which is 
Occurring in over 130 cities this weekend, the 
Global Night Commute. 

Anyone wishing to participate in the Edmon- 
ton event is invited to head down, on foot if pos- 
sible, to Dr. Wilbur McIntyre Park (104 St and 83 
Avenue) on Sat, Apr 29 at 7 pm. 

Participants should bring a sleeping bag, pil- 
low and personal items needed for overnighting. 
In addition, an art project is being created in 
each participant city, so bring art supplies. 

The documentary inspired the movement, also 
entitled Invisible Children, will be screened at 
The Core (2101 - Millbourne Rd) on Apr 29 at 4 
pm. z 

Additional information on the situation in Ugan- 
da and details about the Edmonton event can be 


‚ found at www.myspace.com/icedmonton. w 
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Tibetans love Mao! | Top 10 


2 PROPAGANDA 


ROSS MOROZ / гоз yueweekly.com 


Ringtones 


1) Pump it 
Black Eyed Peas 


2) For You ! Will 


"Ng 
golden statue of Chinese revolutionary leader Mao | erin a 
A Zedong is being erected in the Tibetan county of | 
Gonggar by the Chinese Communist Party, reported- | 3) Shake That 

ly at the behest of the local population. | Етіпет 

The statue—which, upon completion, will be the largest | 4) Sos 
of its kind anywhere in China—will rise seven metres from a | Вїһаппа 
five metre pedestal and will weigh over 35 tonnes, accord- 5) Bee 
ing to Chinese state news agency Xinhua. Pussycat Dolls 

Xinhua also reports that local Tibetans insisted upon the 
building of the monument to show their gratitude to the 6) Dance, Dance 
people of the city of Changsha, Mao's hometown, who over Fall Out Boy 
the past 10 years have donated more than 25 million yuan | 7) Thunderstruck 
($3.5 million Canadian) to Gonggar to build schools and AC/DC 
hospitals, қ 

"Many Tibetan people suggested we should have a statue 8) nome 1 Got High 
of Chairman Mao to show our gratitude for the people of his 
hometown," said Dain Dar, deputy secretary of the Gonggar 9) Best PM А 
committee of the Communist Party. 50/Gent Feat. Olivia 

To give historical context, Xinhua helpfully explains that 40) My Humps 


"In 1951, Mao and his comrades peacefully liberated Tibet,” 
helping to “abolish serfdom.” 

“Thousands of local people gathered to see RUE ЗЫ sure wats a 
When it arri this month,” the report continues, on your mobile phone. Check back оеп зо you 
“some "mu white scarf for a blessing.” never get caught with last маеке ring-tone. 

Local farmer Dag Zain told Xinhua that she planned to 
come to the square regularly to honor Mao. à 

“Now, we can present hada to him at any time,” she said. w 
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The playoffs have ес апа the Oilers, 
and the Wings are in the midst of a fes- 
tival of overtimes. Just like in the regu- 
Jar season, where three of four games 
went to OT, two of the first three games 
the best-of-seven series also saw- 
er frames. Its two gami 
the series for Edmonton after a big 
-fome win Tuesday night. Do the Oilers 
-look like .contenders or what? TB and 
Dave discuss, ^ ~~ 


RANDOM THOUGHTS: Chris Chelios 
over three games—two shots, eight 
giveaways, 77 minutes played and an 
ugly hit on Ales Hemsky. Dick Tarnstrom 
last saw the ice Tuesday sometime in 
the middle of the third period and rode 
the pine until the winning goal. Two 
games with Brad Winchester in the line- 
up equals two wins. The Oiler rookie 
~ already has three playoff points. Anyone 
= who has him іп a playoff draft must have 
been drafting deep. Or psychic. Or his 
pal. You can clearly see Mathieu Schnei- 
der's eyebrows even from the press box 


eee high above the ice. Dwayne Roloson 


stopped 131 of 139 shots in the first 


OIL AND GASTOWN: io the-middle of _ three games alone and about 900 000 


Vancouver (or Toronto West—enjoying 
the playoffs guys?) there sits a little 
Edmonton hockey oasis. The Black dic 
~in- Gastown, owned by Edmonton 6 
Nemo Thalhammer and some 
Edmonton transplants, has been ne 
place to watch the Oilers in Vancouver 
all year. Despite a satellite/CBC pro- 
gramming snafu that left the bar with- 
out Tuesday's Oiler game until OT, a 
sizeable crowd stuck around until then. 
St. Albert's own Stephen Delaney was 
at the bar early on Tuesday; where the 
owners brought in a-bottle-of-cham-.. 
pagne for his birthday. Delaney declared 
he'd save the bubbly for “when the Oil- 
ers won the.game.” At least someone's 


enjoying playoff hockey in Van. Maybe ~ 


newly unemployed ex-Canucks coach 
Marc Crawford can guest bartend there 


THE ugga su, 2) өш VUE PRESENTS 


DIETECHE U үч 
ABOMINA 


DJ DUSTY | GROOVES 


hearts when he batted the puck with his 
stick into neutral ice on Sunday after- 
noon. Cool move— cause it worked. TB 


= HOW DO YOU LIKE YOUR RULES NOW? 
Shortly after Chris Chelios got a Delay of 
Game penalty Tuesday night for shooting 
the puck into the stands, Wing veteran 
Brendan Shanahan had an extended chat 
with one of the refs. As Shanny was one 
of four player reps on the Competition 
Committee that approved this new rule 
change last June, | wonder if he was 
congratulating the ref for accurately 
making the С Call or asking for a do-over 
on his committee's decision? DY 


TRUE COLOURS: Nice-looking photo of 
TB in the enemy's colours, eh? And | 
thought it stood for Tampa Bay Player. DY 
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ester: 3; “hot-lips" Shanahan: | 


~~ for the playoffs. DY 


TB'S REBUTTAL: Um, yeah, how did 
this get in here? This was taken at a 
friend's stag party hockey game, and | 
wore the jersey because we needed 
some players on the white team. Much 
more innocent that Dave's Dallas Stars 
sheets with matching Mike Modano 
pajamas, | think you'll agree. TB 


CLAUDE LENEWF: in what is consid- 
ered a cheeky move (it has started 
brawls before) Wing forward Dan 
Cleary subtly shot a puck into the Oiler 
net during the pre-game skate from the 
Detroit side of the ice. Claude Lemieux 
used to do the same thing before play- 
off games as a good luck charm. 
Lemieux had lots of good luck in the 
playoffs, but little charm. DY 


CLAUDE LENEWF (PT.2): Speaking of 
Mr. Cleary, what's he doing playing now 


anyway? Pre-season isn't for another 


five months ... (ZING!) м 


із 


EDMQNTOMN- YOGA STUDIO 


a 


Hatha iyengar Ashtanga 


SPRING 


CLASSES 


please check the web site for more info 
www.edmontonyogastudio.com 


tel 451.8131 
12039 — 127 street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.ca 
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The hill is silent, the Ave is 


loud, LimeWire: maddening 


| INFINITE LIVES 


=z | DARREN ZENKO 
€x | infnitelives@vueweekly.com 


Its about one o'clock or so in the morn- 
ing, with screams and howls fighting 
their way past glass and grime and Ikea 
cotton to find me in my bed. 

But it's not the moaning din of lost 
and tormented souls that comes out of 
the night, but a jubilation of demons, a 
wordless animal rejoicing—the Oilers 
have taken game three at the Coliseum 
(retro nomenclature; playoff superstition) 
and the pent-up energy of four-and-a- 
half periods of knuckle-chewing, penal- 
ty-killing and pop-eyed screaming has 
burst the barrooms and poured from the 
parking lots in a wave of copper, blue 
and pasty white. Whoo! Honk-honk! 

l'd love to be out there, but 
LimeWire says it's only five minutes 
and ... no, wait; 12 minutes and 30 ... 
no, a minute, 20 ... no, three days, two 
hours and ... no, five minutes ... seri- 
ously, until my illegal download of 
Silent Hillis complete. 

Not to beat the same drum three 
weeks in a row, but please feel me on 
this, kids: it's hell keeping one's nerd 
focus when skies are blue, bikes are 
rolling and the budding beginnings of 
the city's Yavinesque blanket of green 
are kicking out that sweet valley fra- 
grance. 

The games themselves are one thing, 
but how do you convince one of your 
buddies— how do you convince your- 
self—to leave a copiously drink-ticketed 
patio party filled with pretty people in 
favour of a boring-ass bus ride to WEM 
and a screening of a game-based movie? 
You don't; you just sort of throw the idea 
down on the table and watch it drain 
through the cracks with the pools of 
spilled Grasshopper, absorb the disgust- 
ed stares of strangers, nervously shrug 
and stammer through the silence (“1 
mean, it's ... it's supposed to be not that 
bad ... "), and tell yourself you'll see it 
on the weekend. On the bright weekend 
of bocce and barbecue. 


I'M A FAN of the Silent Hill series of 
videogames, | guess, in the cheap and 
diluted current sense of "fan" ... it's not 
like | have SH posters up in my room 
(that'd be creepy) or a Red Pyramid tat- 
too on my arm (that'd be creepy, but 
actually pretty cool on somebody else). 
They're the most genuinely horrifying 
games in a genre that relies largely on 
gore and ‘BOO!’ for its thrills. Nauseat- 


ing journeys into metaphysical madness 


We put a lot into the new Honda Fit. 


With an innovative Magic Seat? design, stellar fuel 
economy and class-leading standard safety equipment, 


you can be sure you'll get a lot out of it. 


Magic Seat is а registered trademark of Honda Motor Co, Ltd. 


that leave mile-wide marks on one’s 
psyche. Claustrophobic, disorienting, 
cold-sweat-inducing ... man, it's worth 
picking up a pawnshop PSOne just to 
get in on this. 

Every aspect of Silent Hill—the pac- 
ing, the music, the art direction, the 
nightmare design—is, with expected 
quality fluctuations across the series, 
perfectly pitched to fuck you up forever. 
It didn't need to have a movie spun off 
it—what game does?—but an adapter 
couldn't pick richer source material. 

That said, reviews have been mixed 
Meaning, mainstream (and even side- 
stream) film critics have universally 
shit all over it ("Stupefyingly incoher- 
ent"— New York Post; "Shoddy dia- 
logue and incoherent story constantly 
irritate"—4Globe and Mail; "So totally 
CGI-soaked that its hard to work up the 
willies"—Vue Weekly |р. 50]; etc.), 
while forum fan-boys, shellshocked by 
Teutonic hack Uwe Boll's stream of 
anti-hits and desperate to lay the love 
on any game movie that doesn't out- 
right kick the beloved source material 
in the nuts, have made the film a bit of 
a rallying point against those toffee 
nosed pricks who just don't get it, who 
refuse to get it (jerks). 


THIS CRITICAL CONVERSATION failed to 
arouse any of my friends’ curiosities, 
and to be honest barely prodded at mine 
. bottom line, we couldn't tear our 
selves away from sprummertime fun in 
order to sit in a freezing-cold unlit cav- 
ern for two-and-a-half hours with a film 
that is either a) one of the all-time shit 
burgers or b) a work of art appreciated 
only by semiliterate nerds who beak off 
in online forums. 

So, | figured, why not pirate the fuck 
er and watch it in casual front-porch 
laptop comfort. Why not, indeed. So, 
here | am, already past deadline, alone 
in my room, waiting on my third 
attempted download since Sunday 
afternoon. The first file | grabbed, a 10- 
hour download, was 90 minutes of 
blank black—pirate-confounding movie- 
industry spam. The second was the 
Silent Hill trailer, 40 times back-to- 
back—more spam. But I've got a good 
feeling about this one; Oiler confidence 
radiating from Whyte. Two minutes .. 


three ... 10... опе... five ... 20 seconds 
« 50... 14... two hours ... two seconds 
... verifying file contents ... aaaaand ... 


BINGO! There it is! We've got sound, 
good ... distributor logo, awesome .. 
studio logo ... hey. Hey! What the fuck? 
This is Saw! I'm so screwed! 

Moral: Film piracy destroys careers; 
don't do it! w 


ҚЫ) 
HONDA. 


honda.ca/fit 


МА Nurses 


of Alberta | Mi 


| 
. Labour Politics, Art 


Мау Week brings together the labour movement, workers eo 
to celebrate peoples y sfr ugeles for social and economic justice through 
visual arts, music, film, poetry and theatre 


NEWS 


festival 


\ 
\ 


April 27th | 


самФтса 
CAN 


жа р 


а ‘VIEWS 
тотоп o. 


M 


P 


WVUEWEEKLY 


APR 27 - MAY 3,2008 Y 


OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


NEW SPRING MENU ITEMS: 
Slow Roasted Wild Boar Shoulder 
‘Blackened Cajun Squid 


SBA llISireet Reservations: 434-113 


10145-104 st 429-0740 


www.bluepiatediner.ca 


MON DAY 


Chicken Caesar Wrap 


y= JU ESDAY 


Regular Asion Box (with rice) 


WEDNESDAY 


Original Jack's Wrap (selected) 


HU RS DAG 


West Coast Wrap (selected) 


FRIDAY 


тг. Cheezy Grilled Wrap (selected) 
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Don't rely on the grape vine 


to teach you about wine 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 

rr the last 13 years since privatiza- 
І tion, independent liquor stores 

have flourished across Alberta. 
Instead of the bland, alcoholic ware- 
houses of the ALCB, private owner- 
ship has meant variety for the 
imbibing public. 

Albertans responded with such 
enthusiasm that stores evolved into 
specialized liquor boutiques. In the 
mid-'90s, the Boomers discovered 
wine. Suddenly, more and more afflu- 
ent customers were asking questions 
about these high-margin products. 

Owners and managers of the liquor 
boutiques started learning about wine 
and insisting that their staff could dis- 
cuss it knowledgeably. A sommelier 
education, largely unknown in Alber- 
ta, was suddenly en vogue 

At this point, however, most of the 
enrollees in wine education courses 


are consumers, says William Bincolet- 
to, owner of his own beverage alcohol 


consulting group and a sommelier of * 


35 years' experience. Many people 
simply want to understand the termi- 
nology and characteristics of different 
wines. 

Bincoletto is an instructor for the 
International Sommelier Guild (ISG), 
which offers a two-level certificate 
and a diploma program through NAIT. 
Eight weeks to Level 1 certification is 
perfect for the customer or trade 
novice, with an introduction to the 
basics. Students discuss the appear- 
ance and aroma of the major grapes 
from around the world, then move on 
to fortified and sparkling wines. The 
course wraps ир with theories about 
food and wine pairing. . 

Level 2 follows with 15 weeks of 
viticulture, vinification and blind tast- 
ing skills with wines from old and 


new world regions. Aspiring somme- 
liers and service-conscious liquor 
store managers do well here. Some 
professional servers even take the 
course, conscious of the tip-worthi- 
ness of specific instruction in serving 
techniques, and all students can ben- 
efit from education in proper storage 
and wine pairing. 


BINCOLETTO'S ALBERTA wine institute 
partners with NAIT to deliver these 
programs. His experience in the field 
is unique; he has been plying his trade 
in Edmonton since 1982. From his 
Italian roots and life in'Europe, where 
he studied in the wine institutes of 
three different nations, he has worked 
at the Mayfield Inn, the Westin and 
the dearly departed ALCB as product 
manager. He started his own consult- 
ing firm in 1996 and the ISG 
approached him as an instructor in 
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р bon program. In this final 
a professional connoisseur’s 
n, students evaluate, critique, 
and serve a host of wines, 
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тераге a sommelier for work- 
estaurants or wineries, with 
( ants or industry. Тһе 23-week 
Er zram takes dedication: there are 
/ two ISG-certified Sommeliers in 
jonton. Demand seems higher in 
Calgary at the present time. 

"In Europe, a sommelier is middle- 
to о upper management in a major 
restaurant or hotel," says Bincoletto. 
"He maintains the wine cellar." 

The sommelier understands the 
relationship between wine and food. 
Cuisine, customer and setting are 
studied to match the right spirits. 
When he worked in Europe, Bincolet- 
to used to spend weeks with chefs to 
learn how each dish was made so he 
could understand it well enough to 
pair with it. 


SINCE HIS MOVE to Edmonton, Binco- 
letto has watched the alcoholic bever- 
age industry in Alberta explode. The 
diversification of liquor boutiques has 
encouraged more varied demand than 
anywhere else in North America, 
resulting in over 20 000 individual 
products on Alberta shelves, and 
11 000 of these are bottles of wine. 

“Wines confuse people,” says Bin- 
coletto. “They see the same wine from 
different areas or from the same area 
with 20 different prices tags.” These 
customers are demanding more wine 
knowledge from their servers: the cer- 
tified or diploma-holding sommelier is 
in an enviable position to respond. 

However, the skill to discuss such 
a complex subject in layman’s terms 
doesn't arrive overnight. Bincoletto 
has seen more businesses willing to 
invest in a professional sommelier 
over the past few years and knows 
about opportunities around the 
world accessible through the Inter- 
national Sommelier's Guild. He 
teaches the product knowledge 
required by those willing to make 
the journey into wine. v 
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es to be refrigerator-temperature and red wines to be room temperature. That's unfortu- 
cold, they are less flavourful than they will bea half hour or so later. Plus, our rooms are warmer 
easy rule of thumb is to place red wine in the refrigerator a half hour before serving, and 

ator a half hour before serving. 

wi e to breathe for 15 or 20 minutes. before ЕДІ іп order to enjoy the La at 


hen, overstated: a glass. designed for Bordeaux сап make the Bordeaux's aro- 
glass won't ruin an Australian Shiraz. Just about any glass with a tapered bowl 
rtantly, make sure the glass i is clean. Glasses stored in a cardboard box probably 


ining a wine's freshness, but simply plac the bottle in the fridge (whether red or white) 
е will generally | last for two or three days before tiring, but sparkling, dessert 


wine rack sitting on top. e refrigera- 
amie er in the house 
ап opened half- it of wine not nor- 
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Suede Lounge 
482-0707 

11806 Jasper Ave 
suedelounge.ca 


BED & 
BREAKFAST 


Awaken to the civilized 


tradition of Sunday brunch 


QUENTIN RANSON / quentin vueweekly.com 
runch is one of Edmonton's 
Bh culinary secrets. On 
any given Sunday morning in 
Calgary or Vancouver, people visit 
their favourite diner and wait in line in 
order to indulge in a leisurely, slow- 
food feast of greasy hash browns or 
whatever idiosyncratic egg-cheese- 
sauce house specialty is on offer. 

My friends and family in other cities 
get out of bed early to beat the brunch 
line-up. Sunday is the only day that 
allows the luxury of an unhurried 
breakfast; for this indulgence, many 
urbanites are willing to wait and wait 
... and wait. 

However, Edmontonians are lucky. 
Our city has many restaurants that 
offer tasty, affordable and, most 
importantly, line-up free brunches 
The 9th Street Bistro is an over- 
looked gem where you won't have to 
fight the crowds to enjoy a delicious, 
European-styled champagne brunch 
It’s a stress-free Sunday morning 
meal, just the way it should be. 

My father and 1 decided to meet for 
a last-minute Sunday brunch. We 
picked the 9th Street Bistro because 
it’s within easy walking distance from 
his downtown apartment. Entering 
this little bistro we were immediately 
impressed with its cozy, old-world 
charm. Impressionist art lined the 
walls while classical music quietly 
echoed from one comer of the room. 


© | CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH SUNTO 3 PM 


9TH STREET BISTRO 
9910- 109 STREET 
ТІЛІ 


BISTR 


As we settled in and perused the 
menu, the weathered hard-wood 
tables and chairs creaked beneath us. 
My dad remarked that the restaurant 
shared the warm neighbourhood feel 
of his native English pubs. 

Our friendly server offered us our 
choice of guava, apricot, pineapple, 
orange or strawberry-banana juice 
to start the meal. And the menu 
proved as diverse as the juice list. 
From the mundane but hearty main- 
stream breakfast of unapologetic 
stand-bys like Canadian back bacon 
and poached eggs to the more 
adventurous Grand Marnier French 
toast with its verging-on-risqué 
orange rind and liqueur egg batter, 
the menu had enough variety to 
please almost any palate. 

Trading sips between guava juice 
($1.95) and rich French roast coffee 
($1.85), I discussed the menu options 
with my dad. One of the unique fea- 
tures that caught our attention was 
that each item was offered à la carte 
(on its own) or with champagne 
and/or a fresh fruit skewer drizzled in 
white chocolate truffle sauce. After 
almost deciding on the decadent- 
sounding kiwi and cream cheese 


omelette, I opted for the old school 
fillings of mushroom and cheddar 
($7.75) that are hard to beat. 

Feeling like something slightly out 
of the ordinary, my dad went for the 
house specialty, eggs à la nouveau, 
along with the fresh fruit skewer 
($12.25). Both of our menu choices 
came with potatoes and a choice ot 
crumpets, English muffins, date bread 
or toasted French loaf. 


MY OMELETTE came quickly. It was 
plump with melted cheddar and per- 
fectly par-cooked chunks of mush 
room. Skirted along the side of the 
plate were crispy-golden “9th Street 
potatoes” and two toasted crumpets 

Sitting under a painting of London's 
Tower Bridge and tucking into the 
buttery goodness of crumpets and 
marmalade, I could feel my British 
blood gurgling and swirling with gus- 
tatory satisfaction. The omelette itself 
was delicious and tasted like, well, 
you know, cheddar and mushroom 
What more can you say? The earthy 
richness of those ingredients simply 
speak for themselves. 

Eating out with my dad is a chance 
to chat and catch up with all the usual 
family stuff. He also never manages to 
finish his meal: 1 can always be guar- 
anteed a healthy helping of whatever 
he has ordered. I was especially look- 
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On a spring 2004 visit to the 
Okanagan, my wife and | made an 
effort to visit every winery. We 
missed only four or five. Since then, 
more than a dozen others have 
opened. One of the wineries we vis- 
ited was Sonoran, owned by Dutch 
immigrants. The Smits also had a 
bed and breakfast, where we 
d. 

Dur first introduction to their 
Riesling was in the common room of 
the guest house, attached to the 
Smits’ residence. As we sat and 
relaxed, we heard the door open and 
Arjan Smits strolled in to ask if we 
would like to sample their Riesling 
and Gewurtz. They were both still in 
the tanks and needed time to devel- 
op, but the Smits were thrilled to 
have someone sample their wine. At 
the time, both wines were young, 
but they showed a lot of promise. 
Now, two years later, | managed 
to get my hands on a bottle of 
Sonoran Estate Riesling. | was very 
excited about trying their finished 
product. Upon my first pour, 1 found 
the colouring to be overly light, 
almost watery. The nose had some 
presence, with a crisp, refreshing 
odour. That said, | have been waiting 
for two years to taste this wine, and 
there was no time like the present. 
The taste started very light with a 


crispness that developed over a 
short time. The evolution through 
the taste was well rounded and 
pleasant. However, | found it lacked 
much individual personality and 
lacked almost any of the refreshing 
spunk that | find in better Rieslings. 
Riesling is my favourite white vari- 
etal and while this wine is by no 
means a strong example of the 
grape, it is a solid first effort that 
gives me even more hope for the 
Okanagan. | look forward to next 
year's try. м 
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culture, comfort, conversation ... 
www.eatmorelamb.com 
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TRY DINING OUT FOR LIFE TODAY visit one 
of 11 Edmonton restaurants at diningoutfor- 
life.com and 25 per cent of their food bills 
will go to Living Positive, a local group that 
helps people live with HIV and promotes 
AIDS awareness. йе 2005 pick of the year, 
The Manor Café, is on the list, as is the Blue 
Plate Diner and our beloved Savoy. Say you're 
Dining Out For Life when you make your 
reservation. 


FOUR ROOMS has launched a new spring 
menu, and some of these dishes make our 
heads spin. Henry Song was inspired by beef 
coffee rubs in South America when he devel- 
oped his Coffee Chili Tuna, and describes the 
luscious-sounding Mango Salmon with glee. 
Song has also been working on a Cos- 
mopolitan Supper Club to introduce 25- to 40- 
year-olds to modern dining. Part instructional 
and all fun, Song is starting the club to break 
down a mystery: eclectic, modern cuisine is 
based on traditionally-derived recipes with 
funky, fresh approaches. The average Edmon- 
tonian who enjoys food and loves to explore 
will sample dishes from around the world with 
some wonderful wine pairings every month. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary hap- 
penings around town. Got an event, an 
announcement or some unsubstantiated gos- 
sip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or fax 
426.2889. w 
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Whatever you're in the mood for. 


Calgary Trail * St. Albert Trail 


West Edmonton Mall * Kingsway * 170th Street 


moxies.com 


April 27,28 & 20 


MIKE ALLAN 
QUARTET 


$5 cover 


edmonton city centre 
(102 ave. and 100A st.) 


for reservations pli. 


426-ARMS (4767) 


MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 
GRILL 
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Cast your ballot! 


Шу melted your mouth. Maybe its the samosas that sent your 


Maybe its the ies that 
chocolate creation that lives on in your memory and calls out to you every time 


senses into orbit. Maybe its 
you eat out. Edmonton has it all. 


Eat! 
say. Tell us which food establishments serve your favorites in the categories to follow. Help the 


Have your 
Vote! places you like win a coveted 8th Annual Vue Weekly Golden Fork Award. Head the results - and more - on May 
æ 11th. For your ballot to count, you must give answers in at least ten categories and include your name, address, 


and a daytime phone number. 


H Į A ‘GREAT ESCAPE’ courtesy of La Boheme. Ја 
ІП: Includes one night for 2 іп one of their marvelous suites and a table x 
d'hote dinner for 2. Valued at $250! Plus $100 in Gift Certificates! Bo > $ 


Ten others will receive a gift certificate from an Edmonton restaurant. 


best dishes best restaurants other bests | 


* Appetizers 
* Soups е Best Rest. (Mid Price) * Pre-theatre dining —- 
* Salads j ence * Restaurant for lovers 
* Breads * Innovative menu 
* Steaks сс oe * Wine li 
* Venison Е Del E * Beer list | 
* Sushi ° Bavarian * When you only have $10 
* Tapas * Greek * Best when someone else is paying 
* Pub Food * French * Late night/all night 
• Dim Sum е Italian/Pasta * Weekend brunch 4 
* Sandwiches * Chinese * Best service 
* Hamb * Thai 
amburgers s Japan фа Ваг 


* French Fries 


nes * Mexican/Latin American | 
* Pizza . * Best Hotel Restaurant | 
* Desserts . Fs 73 * Ultimate Dining | 
* Chicken Wings * Vegetarian Experience == 
* Best Sweets * African * Best Independent 
* Snacks (pretzels, bagels) * Juice Bar Wine Store 

* Continental е Best For 


This is your official ballot. Send it in! 


* Best Rest. (Fine Dining) 


* East Indian/Tandoori 


е Best New Restaurant 


* Best Chain 


People Watching 


үре пе Wey’ ama шө Нн ат GOLDEN 
Address: rut, Aer FORY 
or FAN: 428 2888 AWARDS 


Phone # [daytime]: 


or email: fork@vueweekly.com 
or online at vueweekly.com 
gal writing to another will be Alsons elick on the link 


m 


Look at this symbol! Any restaurant advertising with this symbol wants to be consid- 
ered by our readers when they vote for Vue Weekly's Golden Fork Awards to be 
announced on May 11, 2008. The ballot will appear in our April 13, 20 & 27. It asks 
you to vote for Edmonton's best on aur Eighth Annual Reader's Choice Awards for over 
50 best food categorize. 

So watch for the symbol and sample the best of Edmonton's restaurants before you 
vote. There are great prizes to be won by readers who participate. 

To make ít even more exciting and easier to you and your friends to 'taste test" the fare 


worth at least $20 and redeemable at on of our city’s great food establishments. 


DISH 


Follow this sign 
to great food! 


of some of these establishments, you can win free gift certificates from some of the 10303 108 St. 
city's best places for eats. : ; 
АП you have to do is mail, fax, or email our office with your name and phone number and beni ы 


the words "FREE FOOD!" At least five names will be chosen to receive gift certificates 2 
email: forkGvueweekly.com 


JENNIFER MARIE LEWIN / jennifer vueweekly.com 
fter a full day of hiking in the 

A mountains and eating only 
stale trail mix, my little family 

was ravenous and somewhat grumpy. 

From Jasper's main drag, the exteri- 
or of Evil Dave's Grill was alluring: 
sleek stainless steel and sharp angles 
articulated that this restaurant meant 
business when it came to cuisine. I 
hoped my speculation was correct, 
since by the way my family looked, 
we were pretty serious about eating. 

The interior featured low lighting to 
mask our backwoods appearance; 
dark hardwood chairs and flooring 
easily disguised any pine needles, 
twigs or small rodents that dropped 
from our toddler's hair. 

Our little backpacker was amused 
by the counter-rotating propeller fans, 
and I was amused that such a trendy 
restaurant had booster seats and 
colouring pages for her. Evil Dave's 
Grill is a new restaurant in Jasper, 
only open for a few months; however, 
the owner obviously knows Jasper 
clientele. The ambience allowed us to 
enjoy a fine dining meal and still feel 
comfortable bringing our child. 

Our friendly server settled us in 
with a run down on the specials, then 
gave us a few moments to look at the 
menu. Evil Dave's had a variety of dis- 
tinctive appetizers, salads, sandwich- 
es, pastas and "big plate" items. 

I was tempted by the "I Don't Eat 
Meat" stuffed portabella entrée, but 
after ingesting so many berries and 
nuts during the day, 1 wanted some 
real sustenance. I could not resist the 
blackened salmon special ($19.95), 
served with a crab purée. My husband 
went down his predictable but always 
satisfying burger trail with an Evil 
Burger and fries ($9.95). Our 
munchkin had developed the habit of 
only wanting what was on our plates, 
so we skipped a kid's meal. Instead, 
we decided to share an appetizer to 
appease our growling little bear. 

We decided on the coconut fried 


МОН -THU TO 9 PM, FAI - SATTO 10 PM 


EVIL DAVE'S GRILL 
BTL PATRICIA STREET, JASPER 
(18) 82332 


lollipop shrimp ($8.95) for a starter. 
My husband ordered a Coke ($2.50) 
for himself and chocolate milk ($2.75) 
for our daughter. Although tempted 
by the extensive wine list, 1 thought 
that a mochaccino ($4.75) would best 
revive me. My daughter, who appar- 
ently didn't feel that she had scaled 
enough mountains that day, climbed 
up and down on her precarious stool 
as a pre-eating warm up. 


AVERTING AN impending disaster, our 
server quickly came out with the 
drinks and appetizer in tow. Five 
plump battered shrimp lined a bed of 
green cabbage in a dazzling artistic 
display on the crisp white plate. Driz- 
zled across the platter were three dis- 
tinct sauces—mango mustard 
mayonnaise, red currant jelly, and 
chili paste. The combination of 
colours and textures in this dish was 
almost as beautiful as a mountain 
sunrise. 

The taste was even more impres- 
sive. Each bite revealed a fusion of 
spiciness and sweetness on our 
tongues. The coconut coating was 
light and crisp, contrasting amazingly 
with the succulent shrimp. I have 
never tasted such distinct flavours in 
a dish that blended so well together. 
What an interesting and innovative 
appetizer! Our tiny mountaineer was 
excited by the fact that she could hold 
her shrimp like a lollipop and eat it 
with her hands. She chimed what we 
all were thinking, "It's dewishish." 

My mochaccino was also 
"dewishish," and I had no obligations 
to share it. The clear mug displayed 
lovely brown layers of a properly 
made mocha, with just the right hint 
of chocolate and sweetness to avoid 
overpowering the high-quality espres- 


n— —"——— БЕЗ 
ver House Grill 


\ Fine Dinner in a Grand Old House 


Fine Regional Organic Cuisine 
AAA Angus Steaks, Bison, Lamb, Fresh Fish 
Great Wine List 


Complementary Caesar Salad when you 
choose one of our AAA Angus Steaks 


so. My daughter enjoyed her choco- 
late milk, sucking it back in one very 
long slurp. We hoped that her drink- 
ing habits wouldn't carry on into her 
teenage years. 

Our appetites now stirred, we 
anticipated our main feature. As soon 
as our empty appetizer plate was 
swept away, our entrées were in its 
place. These plates arrived just as 
well-presented as our previous one 

My salmon was placed precisely on 
a bed of jasmine sticky rice and bright 
vegetables. Imbedded with dark 
sesame seeds, the jasmine rice's dis- 
tinctive texture paired well with the 
fish. The salmon itself was flaky and 
light. Sautéed green peppers, carrots, 


a 
mo 


broccoli, zucchinis, and onions added 
to the dish. I appreciated the array of 
colours. To finish the arrangement, 
my crab purée was layered on top 
with carrot and beet curls garnishing 
the dish. I must admit, I barely paid 
attention to the details as I greedily 
devoured the entire portion 

My husband was also not eager to 
talk, immersed as he was in his burg 
er and fries. The thick ground sirloin 
patty was made complete by fresh 
tomatoes, lettuce and a toasted bun 
He managed to say to me between 
gulps, "Here, try the fries, they're fan 
tastic.” The fries were hot, crisp, and 
lightly seasoned. Fries are such a sim- 
ple dish, but are often prepared with 


Elegant dining in the 


10257-105 St. 421-4100 


mediocrity e a refreshing 
reminder of what fries should be 
Unfortunately, neither my husband 
nor I were able to taste t 
for our fry monster went berserk and 
inhaled most of them 

Overfed, we dec 
dessert, though the s 
tion of made-to-order banana 
pie did test our willpower. W 


d ourselves enougt 


already pai 
day, without contendin 
stuffed bellies. For $ 


tax and tip, we waddled out very 
isfled. We were pleased to discover 
that the mountains aren't t y 
things to take our breaths away 
Jasper. v 


heart of downtown 


Open lunch and dinner 


CHARACTERS 
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Bistro brunch was 
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ing forward to this brunch because 
my brothers weren't with us. 1 was 
sure to have the lion's share. 

Reaching across the table to per- 

form my familial obligation, I was 
impressed at how the creamy sweet- 
ness of the white chocolate truffle 
sauce paired perfectly with the tart 
chunks of strawberry and pineapple 
on the skewer. 

The sugary starter was followed 
by the savoury richness of the eggs à 
la nouveau, which consisted of pas- 
try shells generously stuffed with 
bacon, onion and chopped tomato, 
topped with poached eggs and cov- 
ered in hollandaise sauce. The bold 
and distinctive flavours of this dish 
forced us to take our time eating it, 
with each ingredient demanding our 
taste buds' undivided attention. 

Salty chunks of bacon, tomato and 
onion nestled in the bottom of the pas- 
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try rivaled the heavy lemon and vine- 
gar of the rich hollandaise sauce. 
Between the two of us, we barely fin- 
ished it. We decided to skip the cham- 
pagne because we just couldn't 
imagine needing anything more. When 
our server brought the bill, we were 
pleased to see that $23.49 could buy so 
much satisfaction for two people. 

Brunch is the perfect slow start to 
what should be a slow day. Rolling 
out of bed at a Godly hour, luxuriat- 
ing in the glories of an unhurried 
morning and gathering together with 
friends or family to linger over a 
leisurely meal is really the perfect 
bookend to any week. 

It is even better when you don't 
have to wait in line and the food is 
enjoyable. The 9th Street Bistro 
offers a tasty remedy for the franti- 
cally busy Edmontonian: a delicious, 
relaxed Sunday brunch that will 
lower your blood pressure and take it 
easy on your wallet. м 
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Dinner: 
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Tuesday to Friday 11:30 a.m. 
Monday to Saturday from 5:00 p.m. 


short ribs, 


potato gnocchi, 


reduction. 
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to 1:30 p.m 


CORNER OF 


hardware о 


RESERVATIONS: 423-0969 
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Best quiche east of Edmonton promises 
not to be a tempest in a tea cup 


ELLA JAMESON / ella vueweekly.com 
he hiking trails of the Cook- 
| ing Lake Blackfoot Recre- 
ation Area east of Sherwood 
Park eventually lead to the Strath- 
cona Tea House and Restaurant 
on Wye Road. 

The two-story green and white 
building shares its lot with a 
reclaimed schoolhouse that accom- 
modates Desiderada, a day spa and 
gift shop. Only 20 minutes east of 
Edmonton, I'd passed it dozens of 
times on my way to or from a day of 
outdoor adventure. 

One Saturday afternoon, a friend 
and I met some cycling buddies at 
the Tea House after their long chilly 
spring training ride. They arrived 
ahead of us and had already ordered 
a warm pot of Monk's Blend tea 
($1.95) and a bottomless carafe of 
coffee ($1.95). Monk's Blend com- 
bines the flavours of vanilla and 
apple with black tea. The coffee was, 
well, coffee. 

The two of us joined them at a 
large oak table surrounded by four 
vintage chairs recovered in dusty rose 
fabric. Looking around, all seven of 
the tables were similarly adorned 
with flowery tablecloths, glass sugar 
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bowls, pitchers of thick, fresh cream 
and handmade napkin rings. 

Full of antiques and collectables, 
most of which are for sale, dining at 
the Tea House was like visiting 
Grandma's parlour. The building 
was constructed in 1905 and moved 
from Vegreville in 1992. Many of the 
original fixtures remain, such as the 
hardwood floors and oak fireplace 
mantle. 

Owner Marlhine lives above the 
restaurant, and her cat watched peo- 
ple wander in and out from its perch 
at the window. Six days a week, 
Marlhine and her small staff serve 
tea and simple fare from their main 
floor kitchen, as they've done for the 
past 14 years. 

We quickly added our tea orders: 
my friend's Chocolate Mint ($1.95) 
came with the wafting aroma of 
After Eight. My Blue Eyes herbal tea 
($1.95) was an infusion of apple 
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SANDWICHES, SOUPS, SALADS' 
«23254 AND DONT FORGET THE 


pieces, hibiscus flowers, rosehip 
shells and tiny pieces of lemon and 
orange. Its somewhat bitter taste 
was eased with a dollop of cream 


ACCORDING TO Douglas Adams of 
The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy 
fame, “bringing a teacup, a tea bag, 
and a pot of hot water to the table is 
merely the perfect way of making a 
thin, pale, watery cup of tea that 
nobody in their right mind would 
want to drink.” 

If fact, a good cup of tea requires 
a preheated cup, nearly boiling 
water, and free tea leaves steeped 
for two to three minutes. The Tea 
House did exactly this, with a huge 
array of teas for every taste. 

As we chatted, pouring tea 
through strainers and into our deli- 
cate china teacups, we began to 
think of food. As if on cue, Marlhine 
appeared with a sample of her spe- 
cial for the day—ham and broccoli 
warmed in a braid of pastry and 
smothered in creamy dill sauce. She 
was also serving quiche. The choice 
was not easy to make. 

Three of us ordered quiche 
($11.95 each), but we each chose a 
different one: ham & spinach, 
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- salmon, and bacon & mushroom. One 
friend chose the ham and broccoli 
braid ($11.95). Half of us chose a side 
Caesar salad and the other half select- 
ed vegetable minestrone soup. 

We had more tea; we had more 
conversation. Murmurs and soft 
laughter came from the other tables 
as people relaxed into their chairs and 
enjoyed the atmosphere. It was so 
soothing and unhurried, which was a 
pleasant change from the hustle of 
the city. 

Marlhine also hosts children's tea 
parties, murder mystery nights and all 
sorts of private affairs. With a full 
menu of wines, martinis and cock- 
tails, they are ready to entertain the 
hardiest bunch. . 


OUR MEALS WERE brought out on 
funky retro plates. Placed before me 
was a hearty slice of home-baked 
bacon & mushroom quiche next to a 
sundae glass filled to the brim with 
Caesar salad. The salad smelled 
divine and tasted even better: luscious 
garlic and freshly grated parmesan 
cheese made the romaine lettuce 
come alive with flavour. A forkful of 
light, tender quiche filled my mouth 
with savoury mushrooms. à 

Anadama corn bread was served 
alongside our meals, and its warmth 
melted the butter that filled the pores 
of each slice. 

A friend observed that the soup 
was obviously homemade, without 
that mysterious glutinous thickener . 
that's a dead give-away for institu- 
lional soup mix. The vegetables were 
firm and cooked to perfection. 

As we all marvelled at the flaky 
quiche pastry, one friend told of the 
time she made her first quiche with a 
graham cracker pie shell. Bits of egg А 
flew as we all snorted at her story izza at our regular price and 
before we proceeded to tell our own H a good day Order any p f equal value Fi REE. 
cooking disaster tales. Any day IS et a second pizza of 64 

One of the young servers brought g 
out a tray with a sampling of 
desserts. There was much negotia- 
tion ("I'll share that if you share 
this!”), and we ended up with the 
Treasure berry crisp and a raisin pud- 
ding cake ($4.50 each). 

Each of us moved from bowl to 
bowl, trying both desserts. The pud- 
ding was served warm with a brown 
sugar sauce, and Marlhine insisted 
we douse it in fresh cream. The crisp 
was loaded with rhubarb, raspberries 
and cranberries. Its tartness was 
refreshing. 

For less than $20 including tip, we 
were satiated, contented and relaxed. 
None of us were keen to leave, but we 
picked ourselves up, and with many 
thanks from the staff, headed back to 
reality. 


with two or more toppings 


Order any pizza “wing Meal” 


| d get a 
our regular price ап 
we veggies and fries FREE. 


T A DEAL! 
"m any 2 Two- Topper pizzas an 


$13.50 for g”, $18.50 for 12" or $23. 
Maybe next time ГЇЇ make а day of 
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it and try the spa. v 

“1 FERT have fo pay T y 
for this service j 4 GET-INF 


| anymore?!" 


gd pay only: 
75 for 14" 


438-4636 


A live operator is waiting for your call! 
Simply ask to be connected with o specific business or 
describe the type of business you оге looking for an 
what area you want to search in! 


DID WE MENTION ... IT’S FREE? 
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rate plan that's fully stuffed 


Get the minutes you need and the features you want. 


Millwoods Town Centre 
Northgate Mall 
Southgate Mall 

West Edmonton Mall 
Downtown 


Alberta Mobility 
9915 - 108A Ave. 
Connect 

TELUS Plaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave. 


Edmonton Wireless 
11315 - 104th Ave. 


Save On Telecom 
10603 - 107th St. 


WEST END 
Communications Group. 
10620 — 178th St. 
Johnson Cellular 
10429 — 178th St., #100 
Save On Telecom 
17543 - 100th Ave. 

ТАС Mobility 
9935 — 170th St. 


Wireless Technology 
17508 Stony Plain Rd. 


NORTH 
Altin Mobility 
Namao Centre 
9624 — 165 Ave. 
Altin Mobility 
13034 - 50th St. 
Custom Cellular 
Skyview Power Centre 
13322 - 137th Ave. North West 


Edmonton Gellular 
14903 — 118th Ave. 


Mobility Central 
14220 Yellowhead Tr., 85 


Save On Telecom 
10603 — 107 Ave. 


_ | Save On Telecom 
| 11150 - 1491һ St. 


Westcan Cellular 
12604 - 126th St. 


SOUTH 


Talk & SPARK 30 с. 


8710 - 51st Ave. 
Communications Group 


$30) 5926 - 99th St. 
. Custom Cellular 
/month South Edmonton Common 


1916 - 99th St. 


$ 2; О Edmonton Cellular 
4 10309 — 34th Ave, 
/ month for the first 2 months* A515 Gateway Bhd. 


Wireless City 

5912 - 104th St. 

Xcell Communications 
4909 – 99th St. 

Fort Saskatchewan 


Associated Telecom 
9914 – 103га St. 


Cambridge Electronics 
10420 - 98th Ave., #350 
Leduc 


Communications 2000 
5904 — 50th St., #6B 


Complete Communications 
LG 6190 Fastap” ^ Samsung A840 LG 8100 5205 SCANS: 


i ications Inc. 
Camera phone Camera phone Music/TV/Camera/ Se rede 


Video phone Sherwood Park 
Bernie's Cellular 


$0' $4999" $9999" 973 Ordze Rd. 


(8 year contract) (3 year contract) (8 year contract) отрар Сот ШЕ aa 


ж Unlimited local night and weekend calling 
(night calling starting at 6pm for the first year)* 


в Unlimited local TELUS to TELUS calling** 
a Up to 100 local anytime minutes* 
æ Caller ID, Voice Mail З, call waiting 


ж 100 text, picture or video messages 
в Unlimited chat, instant messaging and email 
ж Unlimited Web browsing" 


= Spruce Grove 
Maximum Mobility 

96 Campsite Rd., #30 
Maximum Mobility 


X SPARK’ eee s 


Global Cell Communications 
А . J 20A Muir Dr. 
| the future is friendly* ЕБТ 
229 St. Albert Centre. 
| St. Albert Communications 
11 Perron St. Р 
Stony Plain 
Starview Communications 
— — 3 5101 - 48th St., #107 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. 


»» FUTURE SHOP Огбзоопд @)Radioshack. Visions duy 265 


Off Y ions in Ontario, Alberta end British Columbia, until April 30, 2006. Phone availability and prices may vary. Caller ID, text, picture and video messaging, chat, instant messaging, email and web browsing only available in 1X digital and Wireless High Speed (EVDO) coverage areas. See coverage maps in store 

Пт is. Not all services are available on all phones. *Available on new activations for clients signing on a 1. 2, ог 3 year contract. Taxes, long distance, additional airtime, roaming, pay-per-use charges, monthly system access fee and monthly enhanced 911 service access charges are extra. + Night and weekend 
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CHLOE FEDIO / chloe@vueweekly.com 

' ore than a year has passed since the 
|| provincial government put post-sec- 
ondary education under the micro- 
Scope in a review process created to shift 
Alberta's resource-based economy to one 
focused on information and technology. 

And while the Ministry of Advanced Education 
promised to have a new tuition policy in place 
for 2007—creating a more affordable system— 
change in the government, prompted by Premier 
Ralph Klein's announcement that he will submit 
a letter of resignation in September, has left 
Albertan students skeptical. 

"Quite honestly, I think things will be on 
standstill for a little while, possibly over a year, 
while the Conservative Party figures itself out, 
which could be very disappointing in terms of 
post-secondary,” says Samantha Power, Univer- 
sity of Alberta Students’ Union president-elect. 
"We don't know which leader is going to come 
out of this and if post-secondary is going to be 
an issue for them." 

Worry that education would be put on the 
back burner was elevated when Minister of 
Advanced Education Dave Hancock, who insti- 
gated the post-secondary review in January 
2005, resigned from cabinet at the end of March 
lo join the leadership race. 

But even after his resignation, Hancock said 
the government was committed to follow 
through on its objectives, pointing to the budget 
as an indication. This spring, the government 
announced a 19 per cent funding increase to 
advanced education, dedicating a total of $2.2 
billion, and permanently reset tuition to the 
2004/05 levels. 

Denis Herard, MLA for Calgary-Edgemont, has 
since filled the position of advanced education 
minister, and is challenging speculation from the 
opposition that the review will not be completed. 

"I'm going to build on the foundation that 
David Hancock left me," Herard says. "The bot- 
tom line is that we're open for business." 


LAST WEEK, the first set of recommendations 
from the review, compiled by the Transforming 
the Advanced Education System Subcommittee, 
were released to the public. This was one of 
three subcommittees set up to complete reports 
after the A Learning Alberta conference last 
November, which gathered almost 250 educa- 
tion leaders to discuss strategies for the review. 

Raj Pannu, MLA for the New Democratic Party 
‘in Edmonton-Strathcona, was satisfied with 
many recommendations in the report, like the 
Suggestion of replacing student loans with a 
greater focus on grants, ultimately to help 
reduce student debt. 

“It also acknowledges, unequivocally, that the 
tuition fee policy has failed, in that it may have 
discouraged lots of Albertans—particularly from 
rural areas, from lower and middle income 
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groups and from the native community—from 
wanting to go to post-secondary institutions," 
Pannu says. "It needs to be replaced with a 
much more benign policy." 

But since Klein announced there will be no fall 
session of the legislature—due to the leadership 
race—there is concern that time is running out to 
affect change in the tuition policy for 2007. 


THE CURRENT POLICY, which allows institutions to 
increase tuition annually by up to 30 per cent of 
their operating budget, is founded in legislation. 
But Herard explains that this doesn't necessarily 
prevent action. 

"We don't have to wait for the process to 
determine the policy; we need the flexibility in 
the act to implement whatever policy we come 
up with. So we can change that now, we can act 
so that we're ready, and then at the time when 


the policy decisions are made, we can pass reg- 
ulations to implement them," Herard says. 

"This isn't something that's going to sit 
around and gather dust," he adds. "Just stay 
tuned because were going to do something this 
spring, in the spring session—we have to." 

But Dave Taylor, Liberal MLA and advanced 
education critic, is not confident in the govern- 
ment's resolve to follow through on their promises 

“I wait with bated breath to see if that happens. 
This government is not showing tremendous work 
ethic and a desire to get things done right now . 
all they really want to do is get this session over 
with and get out of here," Taylor says. 

The changes that students hoped to achieve 
this year have not yet been met, and Power 
expects that the government will make "fairly 
standard recommendations," instead of looking 
at something more drastic. 

"The provincial lobby organization, their poli- 
cy is to have tuition at a level of $3 500, calculat- 
ed based on the amount a student can save over 
the summer, and to have tuition then increase 
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CRITICS SKEPTICAL ABOUT PROMISES TO CONTINUE WITH WORK OF FORMER ADVANCED ED MINISTER 


by CPI [rate of inflation] “ninus 1 per cent, 
explains Power, who also worked th 
SU Vice-President (External) at the U of A 
Pannu agreed with this stud. assessment 
saying that resetting tuition to 199 0 
tuition levels would be a better starting point 


ANOTHER SOURCE or disappointment for educa- 


set up for innovation in education, which is sup- 
posed to reach $3 billion, but currently sits at 
$750 090 million. Still, Herard says that the fund 
will meet its target within two years, as prom- 
ised by Klein i 

“The Premier has already stated it, and he 
Keeps his word. And I don't know if anyone, who 
ever the person is who comes in, would be of a 
different mind.” Herard says. “To me, the best 
investment of all, one that changes nonrenew- 
able into renewable, is people, and I don't think 
that any premier-elect coming in is going to feel 
any different than that." 

"We were careful; we put it in Bill 1. So, the 
Access to the Future Fund and the $3 billion is 
there in legislation," Hancock adds, saying that 
it's now up to the Finance Minister to follow 
through. "The question now is simply one of tim- 
ing, and I don't see any reason why we would 
back away from that promise." 

But Taylor and Pannu are not convinced 

"Who's to say that any of the unfulfilled prom- 
ises by the old Premier will be kept by the new 
leader?" Taylor wonders 


ALTHOUGH KLEIN originally announced that he 


would resign in October 2007, he moved the 
date forward after receiving only 55 per cent 
support at the Conservative leadership conven- 
tion this spring 

"[Klein's] own clout in caucus and in the gov- 
ernment will seriously suffer as a result of the 
votes that he got at the leadership convention— 
he got a weak support," Pannu says. *The cur- 
rent situation in the government is one of 
political paralysis—inability for it to act decisive- 
ly on important policy issues. 

"Post-secondary education is one of the most 
important policies issues that the government 
needs to quickly take action on," Pannu contin- 
ues. “Will [the government] be able to do it? I 
have my concerns; I have serious concerns with 
respect to the ability of the government and the 
new minister, both because of the newness and 
because of the distractions of the government of 
the day here in this province, because of the 
leadership campaigns that are going on." 

Despite criticism, Herard remains positive, 
and with only a few weeks on the job, he is con- 
fident that change will soon be on the way. 

“It’s been a whirlwind. I really didn't think it 
would be a religious experience, but it has been 
a baptism of fire. It's really invigorating," Herard 
says. м 
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In this classroom, 
it’s expected that 
you horse around 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher vueweekly.com 

T he horse is our civilization’s greatest 
friend. From the Eurasian steppes to the 
Western frontier, our equine companions 

have provided the muscle to till fields and the 

speed to travel where trudging feet could never 

dream. 

The stirrup allowed Bronze Age cultures to 
wage mobile war from horseback, and Roman 
chariots rolled over most of the known world at 
the time. The Pony Express tied a continent 
together with lines of communication. Horses 
have inspired legends, works of art and breath- 
taking sculpture. 

If God hadn't created the horse, man would 
have had to invent it. 

In our modern, internal combustion-driven 
culture, the horse has become a quaint memory 
of an expired age. We wager on races and affix 
caricatures of prancing ponies to carousels in a 
celebration of our evolution from a coarser time. 

However, nearly 40 per cent of the world's 
population still relies on the strength and dedi- 
cation of man's oldest companion every day. 
Even in our high-tech province, the equine 
industry is growing every year and those special 
people who still hold a love of horses in their 
hearts can find a host of employment opportu- 
nities in the field. 

Five hundred kilometres northwest of 
Edmonton, NAIT's Northern Campus in Fairview 
offers two certification programs to teach riders 
and trainers for this booming industry. Students 
come from all over Canada—though most are 
from Western Canada and Ontario. At Fairview, 
they meet Wayne Gray. 

"The horse population in Canada is increas- 
ing," says Gray, the horse training instructor at 
Fairview campus since 2000. "This means a 
growth in the supporting roles." The program 
also offers a foundation in breeding farm opera- 
tion so that students can help contribute to this 
increase. 

The two certification programs have a maxi- 
mum capacity of 14 students each; most years 
average around 20 between the two. Students 
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are predominantly female and most are a year 
or two out of high school. Gray is one of five 
instructors in the program, which includes a 
veterinarian, a nutritionist, a business instructor 
and the horsemanship specialist. 


THE EQUINE HORSEMANSHIP certificate is a 33- 
week program, including six weeks of work 
experience. Students have to be able to saddle, 
bridle and mount a horse without assistance, 
then guide their mount through a walk, a jog 
and a lope. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 


The History of Horses 


The domestication of the horse began around 5 000 years ago, thousands of years after that of the 
dog or other farm animals. For 2 000 years, archeology hints that horses were raised primarily for 
meat, milk or pulling carts. Around 1000 BCE, evidence suggests that people started riding horses and 
suddenly their horizons expanded exponentially. 

The horse grew to become indispensable in all four of mankind's major activities: war, travel, work 
and leisure. They were the fastest and most manoeuverable animals in battle for mounted warriors or 
chariot drivers. After the battles, they were essential to maintaining lines of communication in far- 
flung empires, as well as exploration of their borders and trade with the civilizations thus discovered. 
Riding also unveiled a brand new world of competition and.sport, from hunting trophies to races. 

Heavier draft horses, the shoulder harness and the stirrup were developed in Europe during the 
Middle Ages, allowing both farmers and mounted knights to use horses to their full capacity. As the 
reliance on mounted warfare gradually reduced, horses moved deeper and deeper into industry: any- 
where anything needed hauling, the horse was absolutely essential until the development of the 
steam engine in the 19th century. 

In today’s industrial society, the horse has become more a symbol of luxury and leisure where they 
aren't used on the vast ranches of the Midwest. There are still plenty of areas on the planet, however, 
that rely every day on this greatest friend of mankind. м 
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It makes first-date small talk а 
little weird, but funeral home 
director makes rewarding career 


TYLER MORENCY / tyler vueweekly.com 


atthew Hatch is wearing a 
finely tailored suit with 
shoes to match. He'd look 


at home in any office on Jasper 
Avenue, but he is not a typical down- 
town businessperson. He's a funeral 
home director. 

^r think I went to too many funerals 
when I was younger," says Hatch, a 
funeral director at Howard & McBride 
Westlawn Chapel. "I probably went to 
a good dozen or so. Uncles, aunts, 
grandparents, and I saw the same 
funeral director every time." 

Hatch eventually asked him what is 
involved in funeral direction and 
began his career path soon after, 

"It got my curiosity at first and I 
said, ‘I could do that,” Hatch says. 
"The best part is serving the family 
and having them go away satisfied or 
happy with what happened and being 
able to move on with their lives." 

Hatch enrolled and eventually 
graduated from the Red Deer-based 
Western School of Funeral Service, 
one of the two schools in the 
province that teaches students the 
nuances of funeral home direction 
and embalmment. Mount Royal Col- 
lege is the other. Both schools offer 
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part-time distance programs deliv- 
ered online in addition to full-time 
onsite programs. 

Hatch describes his first year in the 
industry after graduating from the 
two-year funeral director and 
embalmer licensure program as being 
"the background guy," doing whatever 
he could to help a service. In that 
time, Hatch learned some of the hard 
parts of the job. 

"You're dealing with people that are 
grieving all the time," Hatch says. 
"When I go home I don't usually talk 
about it to my wife because she does- 
n't need to hear about іё... That's 
probably the hardest thing—having 
grief around you all the time." 

He adds that talking with co-work- 
ers helps with the day-to-day process. 

"You can't really take life for grant- 
ed," Hatch says. "When babies come 
in the first thing I think about is my 
own kids ... It’s, like, ‘what would I do 
in that situation?’ You are able to help 
them out a little more, but it’s still 
hard to deal with it yourself. I would- 
n't want to lose my little kids." 


Representing support employees 
in public education in Alberta 


DONNA PALMER, spokesperson for 
Mount Royal College's funeral director 
and embalmer certificate program 
Says that on-the-job training shows a 
student the reality of the funeral 
industry. 

"The practical experience is a huge 
and critical part of the training and 
that's done by funeral homes," Palmer 
Says. "Fifty per cent of graduates are 
leaving the industry within the first 
five years." 

Palmer explains that many students 
don’t have a clear understanding of 
the personal sacrifice and commit- 
ment it takes to be a funeral home 
director. 

“We encourage all students to 
research the industry before applying 
to the program,” she says. “They need 
to be going into funeral service for the 
right reasons.” 

Palmer advises that prospective stu- 
dents should talk to current funeral 
directors and job shadow them before 
applying to any program for funeral 
home direction. She adds that students 
must also possess what she calls “soft 
skills’ like compassion and empathy. 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


_ that Olds will treat you like a 


www.aupe.org 


1-800-232-7284 


_ full-time in this program. 


А career matter 
demands attention. 
So does this Olds 
GIS Program. 


You have a head for numbers 
and it's telling you something. 
Now is an ideal time to 
consider a career in Geographic 
Information Systems at Olds 
College. Your intuition says 


real person instead of another 
student body. Listen up! 
Financial issues come into play 
here. Good thing too, because 
Olds will credit $1000 towards 
your tuition when you enroll 


OLDS 
COLLEGE 
The piace ta go pinces 


With more than 62,000 
members, AUPE is 
Alberta's Largest Union. 
AUPE represents more 
than 7,500 support staff 
members at 14 Alberta 
post-secondary institutions 
and 3 school districts. 
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Don't say neigh’ to equine school - 


& 


Including supplies, tuition runs 
about $5 000. 

The six-year-old program has a 
Western focus and spends at least 50 
per cent of course time in the arena, 
riding and working with the horses. 
Class time is spent on health and 
nutrition, first aid and learning the 
business aspects of stables and 
breeding farms. Most students bring 
their own horses, but mounts are 
available for lease as well. 

A partnership with the Wild Rose 
Equine Ranching Association pro- 
vides the horses for the Horse Train- 
ing certificate program. A $5 500 
tuition for 33 weeks includes the 
loan of a quality, registered two- 

year-old horse, work with foals and 
yearlings, as well as a six-week work 
experience component. The same 


-but the Training program looks deep- 
er into management roles: students 
plan and run the annual horse sale at 
the end of the year. 

"The difference between our pro- 
gram and others is our hands-on 
focus," says Gray. "We're less about 
lectures and seminars, more about 


` using the wide-open arena schedule 


to ош maximum advantage.” 

This means more time with the 
horses, more time to develop the 
bond between student and equine. 
Graduates leave with level IV rider 
certification from Equine Canada, 
experience in inter-collegiate com- 
petitions and the chance.to partici- 
pate in Fairview's иш, тофео. 


HOWEVER, DESPITE n passion stu- 
dents and instructors have for work- 
ing with these magnificent animals, 
popular culture seems doomed to 


E health and nutrition focus continues, completely misunderstand them. As . 


a result, our increasingly urban cul- 
ture treats the field as a mere curiosi- 
ty. Urbanites have little common 
ground to understand the equestrian. 

Even films such as The Horse 
Whisperer deal more with the human 
relationships than Redford's devo- 
Чоп to horses. 

“Бог most people in the industry, 
horses are the only focus," says Gray. 
"Everything else has to fit inside that 
dedication." No movie he's seen has 
ever captured that purity. 

Regardless of the student's-orienta- 
tion, there is definitely a place to bring 
a single-minded devotion to horses. 
NAIT's Fairview campus boasts a resi- 
dence and plenty of amenities in the 
picturesque little town 100 km north 
of Grande Prairie. Just follow your 
heart, follow your nose and find a 
career with both a deep history and 
surprising rewards. w 


You'll be in demand with practical trades skills from NAIT 


The job market is hot for people with experience in skilled trades. But how do you get started? NAIT's short-term 
Pre-Employment and Pre-Trades programs provide the practical, entry-level skills needed to land that first job. 
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“You could be dealing with a 
young couple that had lost a baby 
and then a lovely 80-year-old man 
who's lost his spouse of 60 years,” 
Palmer says. "You're dealing with all 
of that and you have to do so іп a 
very professional manner." 

During the course of studies, stu- 
dents learn the psychology of death 
and the grieving process. 

"There has to be some profession- 
al distance, but you're also human," 
Palmer says. "Facing your own mor- 
tality, that's what I think funeral serv- 
ice does." ` 

While many people wouldn't want 
to be involved with death in their 
daily job, Palmer says the career is 
the right fit for the right individual. 

“We've found a lot of people 
who've been touched in some way in 
the past with a death in the family 
and they had a very positive experi- 
ence with a funeral home director 
that made a significant difference, 
and they've wanted to serve their 
community by going into that profes- 
sion as well," Palmer says. 

Many of the students have back- 
grounds in community service like 
education or nursing, Palmer says. 
The funeral industry demands a lot 
of personal sacrifice, no matter 
what kind of background a person 


Embalming school students 
do it for love not money 


comes from. 

"You are expecting people to be 
on-call, working holidays," Palmer 
says. "I think it takes a special per- 
son that is attracted and stays in 
funeral service because it's definitely 
not for the money." 


A FRESH GRADUATE can expect $10 to 
$12 an hour, while a licensed 
embalmer and director can make 
$30 000 a year, depending on the 
place of employment and experience 
To be licensed an individual musi 
assist in several funerals and gain 
1 800 hours of job experience. 

“Wages may not be competitive 
with other industries,” Palmer says 
“You're dealing with Alberta now, 
where Chicken on the Way is adver- 
tising for $14 an hour starting.” 

Still, with all the downsides 
Palmer calls funeral service a growth 
industry, saying there are fewer grad- 
uates coming from vocational 
schools and a high attrition rate 
within the industry as older funerai 
directors retire. 

Meanwhile, Matthew Hatch 
knows all about the challenges о! 
the industry. 

"It's definitely a commitment 
There’s a stigma around it (the job), 
Hatch says. “Before I got married, 
dating certain girls, you’d mention it 
and you'd never see them again." v 


consider a career in Production 


Horticulture at Olds College. 
Your instinct and intuition are 
telling you something about a 
warm relationship with Olds... 
it’s time to listen to your inner 
voice. And because the moon 1s 
now in your seventh house, it 
bodes well for financial matters. 
Particularly since Olds will 
credit $1000 towards your 
tuition when you enroll full-time 


in this program. - 


You'll gain: 

* basic skills in your chosen trade 

* knowledge of worksite safety 
procedures 
familiarity with shop tools and 
equipment 
on-the-job experience at a related 
worksite 
a head start in the apprenticeship 
stream: successful grads from most 
programs are eligible to write the 
first year Alberta Apprenticeship 
Board exam in their trade. 


BR Program name Program location 


Auto Body Pre-Trades 

Automotive Pre-Trades. 

General Mechanic, Pre-Employment . . 
Machinist, Pre-Employment 

Marine Service Technician, Pre-Employmen 
Millwright, Pre-Employment 

Motorcycle Mechanic, Pre-Employment..... . 
Parts Technician, Pre-Emplo: 22 

Welder, Pre-Employment 


dmonton, АВ 
dmonton, AB 
. Fairview, AB 
„Grande Prairie, AB 
Edmonton, AB 
Grande Prairie, AB 
„Fairview, AB 
.Fairview, AB 
Grande Prairie, AB 


Apply now to start this fall! 
For more information: 
471-8874 
www.nait.ca 
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| Bachelor of Environmental Health (Mer 
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University Courses 
(780) 413-7808 


www.openstudies.concordia.ab.ca 
Earn university credits in an environment designed to fa aci 
successful learning.” 9 
SPRING SEMESTER Ж 
“ Term 1 and 2, May 1 to June 9 
* Biology, Economics , English, Finance, Human Res 
Management, German, Psychology, Sociology апа Wi 

* Term 1, May 1 to 19 u. 


* Accounting. Biology/Environment Science, Business, 


51000 Drama Earth Science, Education, English, History, 
: ^sychology, Religion, Sociology, and Writing 
| ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIP! К 1 erm 2, May 23 to June 9 


. NAR ting. Biology/Environment Science, Business, Che 
arth Science. English, History, Physical Education and 


Studies, Psychology. Religion, Sociology. and Writing | 
\ 


y 


University and College Entrance Programs | 
(780) 413-7804 х 
www.ucep.concordia.ab.ca 


“Success is NOT JUST 
about results, it's also 


Re. 


Ri he challenge. . awaken the power of knowledge from within, 
about the journey.” mak ams a reality 
. Open adults, 21 years of age or older upon completion, with a 
Sandra Soukey minimum skill leve "m Grade 10 English and math 
Fourth-Year Student . релі {пе knowledge. skills. and entrance requirements needed for 
Management Sciences entry into university and post-secondary institutions 
$ * Grade 12 :quivalency courses in English, Mathematics, 


1 Sciences, and Sacial Studies 


, and part-time. 8-month day programs begin in September 
Career Developmen and part-time. 8-month day programs begin in Sep 


' Student Finance Board and other funding тау be available 
Diploma and Certific А ae 
(780) 413-7806 
www.careerdevelopment.concordia.ab.ca ` 
Open the door to a variety of 
roles as a саг rear praean 


Eam credi toward a Care www.pace.concordia.ab.ca 
qo Ж CALL FOR INFORMATION: 


І tificate 


eder ander nci 413-7800 (Edmonton and area) 


M nd. c 1-866-479-5200 (toll free) 
Ethics and Theories courses applicable 


lo CDAA certification 
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GREAT OUTDOORS 


He went to a 


land down under, 
where the big 
waves roar and 
make thunder 


DANIEL DERKSEN / daniel vueweokly.com 
urfing is not about how good 
S are. You don't have to be 
Kelly Slater (the Lance Arm- 
strong of surfing) to enjoy the sport. 

I may not be the most skilled of 
surfers, but in my eight months in 
Australia, I delved into the culture. 
While I can identify with the more 
spiritual side of surfing, I was subject- 
ed more to the part of the culture that 
treats surfing more like a party, and 
the best place for that, as far as I 
could see, was Byron Bay. With a 
steady influx of backpackers looking 
for good surf and a good time, there is 
always someone keeping an eye on 
the swell or a hand on a beer, and 
that is basically what my life became. 

After brief stints in Aquarius Back- 
packers hostel and a share house just 
outside of town, I ended up at Main 
Beach Backpackers. While Aquarius is 
located on one of the two main 
streets in Byron and boasts ensuite 
rooms, it also hosted the largest num- 
ber of cockroaches I saw in any hostel 
in Australia. It was also infested with 


heaps of partiers and people more , 


interested in day trips to Nimbin (the 
miniature Amsterdam of Australia) 
than anything else. Main Beach was 
where I became close with a number 
of the staff, and it was these friend- 
ships that aided in my search for surf. 

Wes and Jesse Muntz are two 
Aussie brothers who have been work- 
ing at Main Beach, as the night man- 
ager and bus driver respectively, for 
roughly 15 months now. They were 
the key contacts that propelled me 
into their world of surfing. 


= /SURANG 


Proud owners of a big black van 
they christened with the illustrious 
name of “Black Betty’, Wes and Jesse 
would keep an eye on the conditions 
from day to day and, every day, would 
load up Black Betty and head to 
whichever beach had the best reports 

Most days we would take the sce- 
nic coastal highway out to Ballina 
with Xavier Rudd’s “Good Spirits” 
album playing the soundtrack to our 
surf adventure—but would end up 
returning to Tallows Beach in Byron, 
where the surf usually ended up being 
best anyway. 

After a short jaunt down a narrow 
sand path overshadowed by trees, we 
would emerge onto a long stretch o! 
beach overlooked by the bluffs where 
the Byron Bay Lighthouse rests on the 
most easterly point in Australia. 

Tallows Beach is less populated 
than the other beaches in Byron, 
which is nice, but having the best зип! 
also means that it is frequented by 
some of the best surfers in the area. 

As a beginner, coming down onto a 
beach and seeing surfers throwing 
down massive cutbacks and taking 
enormous air can be intimidating, 


' especially combined with the stories 


of territorial locals that you hear 
about. Despite the odd story, most 
beaches in Byron seem to have a 
much more relaxed group of patrons. 
And whether they do or not, if you 
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With wind in your dreads, patchouli in your nose, 
cyling the Kootenays takes away all of your woes 


DAVE BUCHANAN / dave@vueweekly.com 


hile browsing the commu- 
nity events bulletin board 
outside the Co-Op store in 


the lovely hamlet of Slocan Park out- 
side Nelson, BC, I do a double-take at 
a poster advertising “Circle Dancing, 
with Heather and Mihaela.” 

The poster invites any and all to 
gather in the woods for some tradi- 
tional prancing about. And it’s seri- 
ous. This is something people actually 
do around here. 

At that moment it hits me: just how 
laidback, how unconventional, how 
wonderfully flaky things are in the 
West Kootenays. This is a time warp, а 
different planet. And what better way 
to get in touch with the gentle pace of 
this place, to bask in the dazzling 
scenery and rich, laidback culture of 
the West Kootenays, than on a bicycle? 

I went with a friend for three days 
in late May, before the tourist season 
begins, when the roads and camp- 
grounds are relatively quiet, the nights 
are still cool, but the days summer- 
like. We camped, with all our gear 
packed on our bicycles and travelled 
clockwise around the Silver Loop, a 
220-km stretch of roads connecting 
Nelson, New Denver and Kaslo. 

The starting/finishing point of our 
ride, Nelson, is a mini-San Francisco 
in the mountains, a funky, one-time 
silver-mining town of tall, skinny 
houses sprawling down the side of a 
steep hill sloping into the west arm of 


Kootenay Lake 

Like its larger California cousin, 
Nelson has an almost mythic reputa- 
tion as an oasis of New Age counter- 
culture. Think hippies, snowboarders. 
organic everything and assorted hemp 


products." 


OUR FIRST DAY or cycling—the 95-km 


stretch from Nelson to Silverton— 


= BIKING 


gets off to a rough start. Although the 
views of the Kootenay River are love- 
ly along highway 3A, there is a 
shocking amount of traffic on the 
road, much of it large trucks, and 
only a skinny shoulder to cling to. 
Where are all these vehicles going at 
7 am on a Wednesday in May? The 
answer, it turns out, is to work in the 
mills of Castlegar and Trail. Lots of 
people choose to live in Nelson, for 
obvious reasons, and commute to 
work elsewhere. Which is fine, unless 
you're on a bicycle at the equivalent 
of rush hour. 

But once we turn the corner and 
head north on Highway 6, into the 
Slocan Valley, everything changes. 
The handlebar-gripping tension melts 
away, as a gently undulating country 
road stretches ahead of us. Charming 
little hamlets dot this highway— 
places like Crescent Valley, Slocan 
Park, Winlaw—all featuring funky cof- 
fee shops and art studios, perfect 
stopping points for cyclists. 

Sleep is for Sissies in Winlaw is a 
typical example. It’s a shack—there's 
no other word for it—only metres 
from the road, serving terrific organic 
food and electrifying Oso Negro coffee 
(roasted in Nelson) 

The people we encounter in the 
valley are friendly, chatty, open—even 
odd. This is prime circle dancing terri- 
tory. Lots of long hair, granola-y 
clothing, easy smiles. We see a sign 
advertising handcrafted casket furni- 
ture; further on we pass two women 
sunbathing nude in a front yard 

Silverton, on the shores of Slocan 
Lake, is our stop the first night. After a 
hard day's pedaling, sipping a Mount 
Begbie Cream Ale on the sunny patio 


of the local hotel proves an excellent 
way to observe the locals. The clothes 
and hair—facial and otherwise—of the 
patio patrons reminds me of my long- 
past tree-planting days. I recognize 
the tie-dyed shirts, dreadlocks and 
bushy playoff beards. 

Occasionally, one or more of these 
likeable burnouts heads off to smoke 
a fatty in the cab of a beat-up pick-up 
truck. This is amusing, but I can't help 
thinking: these guys are in their 40s 
and still not ready to let go of that 
easy irresponsibility of youth. 

This, I realize, is part of the appeal 
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of a place like the West Kootenays: in 
addition to its natural delights, it also 
offers, like any frontier, a place to 
leave the rest of the world behind, a 
place to hide or to avoid growing up. 
No wonder that this area (New Den- 
ver, three kms north of Silverton) was 
a popular destination for draft 
dodgers in the 1960s and '70s. 


DAY TWO BEGINS with the 50-km 
stretch of Highway 31A between New 
Denver and Kaslo. This is a stunning 
bicycle ride. The road climbs straight 
up for 20 km, but the scenery and the 


quietness of the road more than make 
up for the exertion. Snow-capped 
mountains frame the views in every 
direction, deer dart across the road in 
front of us, the shadows of hawks 
criss-cross the winding highway. 

At one point, I think I glimpse a sil- 
houette of a person performing a curi- 
ous kind of spinning dance in a 
clearing. But it turns out to be a 
beaver standing atop a tree stump, 
bobbing its head. 

Then we coast down a gradual 
downhill for about 30 km, along a 
beautiful winding road that follows a 


creek and an abandoned rail bed 
down to picturesque Kaslo on the 
shores of the north arm of Kootenay 
Lake. This is the kind of road a 
cyclist dreams of; it brings to mind 
the name of the bike shop we 
passed on our way out of Nelson: 
The Sacred Ride. 

In Kaslo, after a fine feed at the 
wonderfully quirky Crooked Café, 
thoughts of home begin to creep into 
my otherwise vacationing mind, and 
1 ask the café owner if cell phones 
work in Kaslo. 

"They didn't used to," she replies. 
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"But I think they do now. I really 
don't know." And why would she? 


THE FINAL STOP on our leg that day 
is Ainsworth Hot Springs, a pleasant 
20-km up-and-down ride southward 
along the shores of Kootenay Lake. 
The springs themselves are surpris- 
ingly small, tasteful, and, when we 
arrive, full of silver-haired Germans. 
What better way to cap a day of 
exhilarating cycling than to join 
them, and take the waters, soothing 
our weary muscles while gazing 
across the pristine lake? 


Delicious hot breakfast both mornings 


-Miette Hot Springs Tour 
-Mount Edith Cavell Guided Hike 


-Maligne Valley & Lake Guided Tour 


-Birding & Beaver Walk & Tour 
-White Water Rafting 
Meal gratuities & 500 Aeroplan points! 
Subject to availability - Taxes apply 
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This n filled two day package includes: 
* Hot breakfasts both mornings 


motor, fuel, tackle and bait 


Subject to availability and weather сі 
Taxes apply. 


Must possess а valid Alberta fishing licens 
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booking f 


Our ‘most cubation Be yet! P 
Two nights’ accommodation їп a stand 
Hearty hot breakfast buffet each morir 
Full day tour of the oil sands faciliti S 
Complimentary access to the Oll. 
Subject to availability. Some 

Taxes not included. 


This activity packed fX de) package includes: 
Two nights accommodation in a standard room 


PACKAGE 


2 nights' accommodation їп а standard room 
A full 8 hour day of guided fishing with Boat, 3 


А deluxe picnic lunch for your day on the 
And we'll even throw іп a scrumptious wa 


The next morning we pedal on to 
Nelson, completing our loop. We 
find ourselves getting into the spirit 
of the place: I buy myself a hemp 
product (t-shirt, a bit scratchy but 
funky), and we track down some 
Oso Negro coffee to bring home. 
Over lunch at the Outer Clove 
restaurant, we briefly find ourselves 
imagining new lives for ourselves 
and our families here. 

Such is the mysterious power of 
the West Kootenays. Suddenly Circle 
Dancing doesn't seem like such an 
odd thing to do at all. м 


Your choice of two of the following activities: 
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INN AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 
JASPER - SLAVE LAKE - FORT MCMURRAY 


WASHINGTON 


Camping the Loop 


The Silver Loop offers a range of camping options for cyclists. Kokanee 
Provincial Park, 19 km east of Nelson, is central and beautiful but very busy. 


Reservations are a must. Around New 


Park, 5 km north of town, and а municipal campground in town. The munici- 
pal campground in nearby Silverton is а gem, although it doesn’t take reser- 
vations. On the Kaslo side, Lost Ledge and Davis Creek (both part of 
Kootenay Lake Provincial Park) are a bit off the track, 25 km north of town 
There are also two private campgrounds around Ainsworth Hot Springs. 
Check out www.be-camping.com for more information. 


Denver, there's Roseberry Provincial 
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_want to progress at all, you have to 


throw yourself right to it. 

So in we went, paddling out in the 
shadow of the immense cliffs until we 
were even with the crowd of surfers 
preparing for the next wave. We took 
a sharp right to come about, then sat 


waiting in the welcome heat of the 


Australian sun. 

Contrary to what I expected, there 
was not much conversation—even 
between friends. Despite a reasonable 
crowd in the ocean, everyone had 
something on their mind; whether it 
was picturing themselves dropping in 
on their next wave or stacking it on 
their last one or something else 
entirely, it was kept private. 

Maybe that's the spiritual side. The 
ocean has a way of isolating people 
and their thoughts into their own 
cocoon of existence. I found myself 
complying, isolating myself from the 
group. I saw my wave, turned, pulled 
my dangling legs out of the cool, salty 
water and paddled hard only to sink 


. slowly down the back of the wave. 


Making my adjustments (moving 
forward a little on my board), I got 
back in the line-up and focused on 
the horizon for a chance at redemp- 
tion. With the recent jump I had made 
in the size of my board (it’s usually 
best to learn on a long board and | 
had started on a 9-10 foot board but 
was now trying my luck with a beat- 
up 7-footer | purchased from Wes for 
$20), I knew I was in for a struggle. 
After a couple more near misses and 


a couple of waves that didn't produce: 


very much, the frustrations mounted, 
but surfing, like any sport, is some- 
thing you will never advance at with- 
out persistence. As they say, 
"persistence pays"—and so it did. 

For the next wave, I got myself in 
position early. Keeping an eye on 
where the wave was, I arched the small 
of my back and started paddling with 
all the energy I could muster after a day 
of surfing. The sun was starting to sink 
and color the sky orange, its glare soft- 
ening its assault on my weathered skin 
and eyes. There it was, I could feel the 
push of the powerful wave behind me. 


et moa ew a o 


Таһаї тї Radical! and so оп... 


Taking а couple more paddles, | 
gripped my board at chest level and 
pounced quickly to my feet. 

My board glided across the face of 
the wave for the first time. No long 
board whitewash pointed-straight-at- 
the-beach bullshit for me. The swell 
propelled me on—so this is what it 


` feels like. I had almost dried off in the 


warm. evening sun I had been riding 
this wave for so long, and then, all of 
a sudden, the cold saltiness 
enveloped me once again, and there 
was no other thought but to surface 
and replenish my lungs with that 
sweet source of life, fresh sea air. 

After an experience like that you 
don't just float into shore, pick up 
your board and head to the van, so I 
paddled out for one more, This time I 
waited forever, but the wait was 
worthwhile. Ten feet away, two shad- 
ows appeared. As they came closer, 1 
saw two dorsal fins—dolphins who 
were just as eager to feel the air on 
their sleek bodies. Dolphins tehd to 
frequent Tallows and, from what I'm 
told, are a good sign that you don't 
need to fear any sharks in the area. 

My final wave was elusive, a couple 
more attempts concluded with 
mouthfuls of saltwater, but I couldn't 
complain. I met up with the crew on 
the beach—Wes, Jesse, Miles (my 
Crazy Kiwi mate), Cole (from Vancou- 
ver Island), Kio (from Japan), and Jor- 
dan (who was by far the best surfer of 
us all, hailing from Oahu, Hawaii with 
Pipeline in his backyard). After the 
usual debriefing, we headed back to 
Black Betty to fill her belly with salty 
surfboards and our own tanned hides. 

“Anyone up for a thirty-block?" 

It was a question not surprising to 
hear as we piled into Betty and pro- 
ceeded to the bottle shop for some VB 
(Victoria Bitter beer, a very affordable 
Australian brand). Of course, we were 
up for it, what else is there in life 
besides surf, beer, bbq and music—and 
we would get to those last two shortly. 

We headed back to Main Beach's 
enormous rooftop patio overlooking 
Lawson Street for a jamming and 
drinking session that would carry our 
good spirits through the night until-our 
next appointment with the ocean. v 


| Get started on your 


Aussie surfing adventure 


CHEAP PLACES TO STAY 
aquarius-backpack.com.au 
mainbeachbackpackers.com 


For shared housing, check the local newspapers online at byronnews.com.au 
Or, visit the information centre on Jonson Street directly in front of The Rails bar. 


BOARDS & STYLE 


There are plenty of surf stores in town КҮ” boards for hire ог sale. Most 
offer lessons as well, like Black Dog Surf. And just out of town is the Arts & 
Industrial Estate, with a vast selection of boards. Mad Dog Surf 
(maddog.com:au) has a good selection of new and used boards, while Ho'okupu 
(hookupu-surfart.com) sells higher-end boards. They have some beautiful long 
boards and twin fish boards and an impressive collection of surf art—definitely 


the most stylish surf store around. w 
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Get the buck on your bike 


ERIK BEUKER/ erikGvueweekly.com 


ountain resorts offering 
high-quality lift-accessed 
mountain biking are on the 


пзе and the quality is something to be 
ecstatic about. 

Unless you're fortunate enough to 
live in Whistler all year round, you'll 
undoubtedly recall that it wasn't long 
ago when the evolving sport of down- 
hill mountain biking was synonymous 
with arduous and painstaking treks to 
find dreamy downhill runs ... that is, if 
you were lucky enough to even know 
of their whereabouts. 

Well the secret is out; not only do 
these runs exist, but if you’re wise 
enough, you can even manage to 
snag them without having to hike for 
hours just to get to them. Case in 
point; Kicking Horse Mountain Resort 
in Golden, BC. I had the pleasure of 
testing this place out last summer and 
was left with only two questions: 1) 
Why haven't I been here before? 2) 
Where is everyone? 

It turns out that Kicking Horse is 
fairly new to the lift-accessed free- 
ride mountain bike scene, so that 
answers the first question. It’s also the 
only plausible answer to the latter 


= BIKING 


question. After spending two days 
exploring all of the skillfully mani- 
cured trails ranging from easy to 
ulcer-propagating, I’m confident that 
it's only a matter of time until this 
place becomes a summer hot-spot for 
free-ride enthusiasts. 

It's a simple equation: in addition to 
having some of the longest and most 
intense terrain I have ever ridden, 
Kicking Horse also boasts an 
extremely fast gondola which whips 
riders up 3 700 vertical feet to the 
summit in less than 18 minutes. This 
equates to some of the longest lift- 
accessed descents in North America. 

Not only are the runs long, but the 
terrain is like riding on another plan- 
et. One of the coolest runs is the aptly 
named Rock Garden, a blissful single 
track that circumnavigates massive 
boulders characteristic of a Martian 
landscape. 

But you don't have to be a profes- 
sional rider to experience these scenic 
trails. Kicking Horse boasts over 27 
sculpted trails covering the full difficulty 


spectrum. A beginner rider can enjoy 
the same scenery and experience as 
the seasoned pro, accessible right from 
the gondola. The endless vertical 
allows riders to experience the expo- 
sure of riding above the tree line, while 
finishing the run by winding through 
the vast forested mountain side. 

The lower half of the mountain pro- 
vides single-track, involving aestheti- 
cally pleasing yet technically 
demanding slick rock and meticulously 
engineered North Shore-style stunts 
Of course, there are also a myriad of 
easier trails that cruise the beautiful 
landscape of the mountain, allowing 
the beginning rider to gain confidence. 


ON MY FIRST RUN, 1 decided to throw 
caution to the wind and ride whatever 
came my way. After the brief gondola 
ride, I made the descent down Rock 
Garden, a trail that instantly became 
my favourite; I managed to integrate 
this section into the beginning of each 
subsequent run. 

The amazing thing about the layout 
of the mountain is that individual 
trails can be linked with others, 
allowing the rider to customize the 
course from top to bottom. Rock Gar- 


at Kicking Horse 


den provides a perfect warm-up and 
links directly into progressively more 
difficult runs. The result is that you 
are able to ride the lower half of the 
mountain with the confidence that, 
perhaps, just maybe, you are the 
greatest rider in the world 

For me, this fantasy proved to be 
short-lived ... | ended up skidding out 
of control on a run named Blaster, 
only to land in some bushes. Fortu- 
nately, the only bruising was to my 
ego. The greatest thing about the trail 
layout is that I was able to quickly 
connect to an easier run to rebuild 
confidence—a true testament to 
ingenious planning. 

There are many other features that 
set this summer resort apart. Only a 
few months prior to my visit, it was 
announced that Kicking Horse Moun- 
tain Resort would be investing $25 
million in mountain enhancement 
projects to further develop both the 
mountain and resort village 

Although, the icing on the cake is 
definitely the price. Beginning Jun 17, 
an adult can ride from 10 amto 6:30 
pm for only $30. Ип addition, the 
resort offers Ew on-site full-sus- 
pension mountain bike rentals for $65 


per day, and all rentals include the 
essential full-face helmet 

This is a at deal, taking into 
account the calibre of the bikes; 1 
came across a rider who had rented a 
Devinci Johnson and was amazed that 
they were renting a bike so dreamy. 
This is analogous to renting a car for 
the weekend and getting a Ferrari for 
the price of a Neon 


IF SCREAMING DOWNHILL just isn't 


your thing, you can rent Devinci cross- 
country mountain bikes for exploring 
the trails at the base of the mountain 
Kicking Horse Mountain Resort is also 
home to the world's largest enclosed 
grizzly bear habitat. Where else can 
you stop midway down a trail and 
safely admire the Canadian grizzly? In 
addition, the on-site accommodations 
are supreme, and the whole resort is 
located only minutes away from the 
town of Golden 

It should also be noted that Golden 
lies at the foot of one of the most pop- 
ular summer mountain biking desti- 
nations, the infamous Mount Seven 
which plays host to the annual Mount 
Seven Psychosis Mountain Bike Race 
inJune. v 
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Part fashion, part 
bashin’, all-women’s 
roller derby league 
mixes clotheslines 
with pretty clothes 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 


n Mar 14, 2006 Ann Calvello 
died. A pioneer of roller 
derby, Calvello was one of 


very few professional athletes to 
compete in seven consecutive 
decades. 

And since the 1940s, she has 
inspired thousands of athletes—most- 
ly girls—to join the knockdown, bruis- 
er brawl of roller derby. Calvello’s 
influence on the culture and the sport 
can be felt wherever it is played. 

Evidence of her most recent 
assault has reached Edmonton. A 
determined mastermind named Sour 
Cherry is president and founder of the 
all-girl roller derby league, the Oil 
City Derby Girls. 

Roller derby has morphed several 
times since promoter Leo Seltzer 
started it in 1935. Meant to compete 
with then-popular dance marathons, 
skaters performed 57 000 consecutive 
laps of the rink. 

The most exciting times, however, 
were when skaters crashed; conse- 
quently, the sport changed from an 
endurance event to a game with 
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= ROLLER DERBY 


defensive and offensive skaters. 
Roller derby became known as an 
aggressive and unforgiving sport. 
Although its popularity has waxed 
and waned, the current revival has 
brought a new breed of skaters to 
the rink. 

Sour Cherry grew up watching 
roller derby in Trenton, Ontario. She 
wanted to play, but leagues in the US, 
let alone in Canada, were sparse by 
the time she turned 18. Edmonton 
had little or nothing to offer. She con- 
templated a move to the States, but 
was too near the maximum age cut- 
off. She also had to consider her hus- 
band, two young children and a 
full-time job. So what do you do when 
you want to play but have no one to 
play with? You start your own league. 


THE CURRENT REVIVAL began in 2001 
with the Texas Rollergirls of Austin. 
The league is composed of 60 girls on 
four teams: the Hell Marys, Hotrod 


Honeys, Honky Tonk Heartbreakers, 
and Hustlers. Once discovered, the 
Texas Rollergirls helped other groups 
of women learn how they could cre- 
ate a league of their own. The huge 
demand has even necessitated the 
Women's Flat Track Derby Associa- 
tion (WFTDA), an international gov- 
erning body for standards, safety and 
guidelines. 

Sour Cherry started searching for 
interested bodies two years ago. With 
few resources and few people who 
knew the sport, Sour Cherry nearly 
gave up several times. It wasn't until 
October 2005 that people started con- 
tacting her through the Gotham Girls 
and Rat City Roller Girls internet 
forum sites. Sour Cherry, the drive 
behind the operation, worked with 
her contacts Harmin Onya, Pussy Wil- 
low, Stone Fox, Evil Shananigans, 
Bella Morte, Spunky Mutha and oth- 
ers, to generate interest and media 
attention. She started a part-time job 
driving cab to pay for rink rental, 
while maintaining a full-time hairstyl- 
ist gig and still managing her home. 
The group's efforts finally succeeded 
in March when more girls started 
coming out to practice. 

“1 was getting to the point where 1 
wanted to scratch it. But it was on the 
day Ann died that the cameras came 
out. It was the same day I got the 
Demon of the Derby DVD in the mail, 
the same day as my tattoo. Somebody 
was watching." 


THE NEW INTEREST meant sour Cherry 
Was able to quit her cab job. Member- 
ship fees now pay for rink rental. 

"Girls started showing up from 
everywhere. Most people didn't know 
what roller derby was, but with the 
A&E show (RollerGirls), now every- 
body has an idea. A lot of them didn't 
еуеп know how to skate." 

With two practices a week, howev- 


er, the 24 currently registered Oil City 
Derby Girls are quickly learning. Four 
hours of drills cover skating, "scoop- 
ing," falling, "shooting the duck" and 
squatting—whilst working toward 
their very own roller derby league. 

In traditional roller derby, paid ath- 
letes competed on tour, contracted to 
different cities. There were women's 
and men's teams, but now only 
women are involved. 

The resulting league and team loy- 
alty rivals that of professional sports 
teams and also lends to some of the 
more theatrical elements of the game. 
Roller derby was previously played on 
a banked track, requiring many of the 
stunts to be choreographed to ensure 
skater safety and add thrills. The new 
derby is no longer choreographed; the 
bruises are real and the curses are 
justified, as are the fishnet stocking- 
shaped burns in flesh. 

Of the notorious nature of the 
sport, Sour Cherry says, "One of my 
clients summed it up for me. She said, 
‘I can't believe you're that type of girl. 
But I want to see your bruises. God 
forbid you break anything, but if you 
do, I want to know how it happened.’ 

"So we're grooming kitties into 
tomcats, but it's not easy to do in 
Edmonton,” she continues. “We have 
hockey; there are women in male- 
dominated sports, but guys often feel 
girls shouldn't be there. There are 
stigmas associated with those sports. 
This has no stigma. Guys aren't 
involved." 

The lack of female expression in 
male-dominated sports has arguably 
resulted in the "grrlie" athletic and 
sexually aggressive nature of the 
sport. Yet the obvious sex appeal of 
roller derby also has humor. 

Mixing clotheslines with pretty 
clothes, the new roller derby adds 
goofy penalties for entertainment 
value. 


"Sports are fun, but the entertain- 
ment is more appealing to everyone," 
she explains. "It's not getting in a cat 
fight in a bar. We fight on the rink 
then share pitchers afterwards. We all 
work together for the same goal. Plain 
old dirty girl fun." 

Albeit bizarre to some, roller 
derby is a lifestyle. Teammates call 
themselves by skate names. In fact, 
many members do not know one 
another's real names, nor do they 
particularly care. There are no nurs- 
es, teachers, waitresses, moms or 
writers on the rink. 

"You can be the sweetest lady in 
the world, but get on the rink and be 
the nastiest bitch alive," Sour Cherry 
says. "That's your skate persona. You 
can't take that skate mentality into 
the world, there are consequences." 

In many regards, the sport allows 
women to behave as they might like, 
beyond the confines of stereotypes, 
societal ideals or personal pressure. 
In its split-personality disorder, roller 
derby gives women the opportunity to 
be someone they cannot be outside 
the rink. 

"Roller derby girls are an odd circle. 
We're women representing some 
untapped aspect of ourselves." 

Leagues are beginning to emerge 
all over Canada, including Toronto, 
Hamilton, London, Vancouver, Victo- 
ria, Montreal, Ottawa and, most 
recently, Calgary. 

"We all have a lot of work to do. We 
have to fundraise, find sponsors, 
develop and sell merchandise. Peo- 
ple's dedication and interest are sur- 
prising but we're not there yet." 

The first major fundraiser, a silent 
auction, will take place Apr 29 at Mar- 
tini's Bar and Grill. Skate-a-thons and 
Roller nights are also in the works. 

For more information, email oilcity 
derbygirls@shaw.ca or go to www.oilci- 
tyderbygirls.com. м 
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CANADIAN ARCTIC & 
ANTARCTICA SLIDESHOW 


Join Trek Escapes as we present Small 
Ship Expedition options to. the Polar 
Regions. This talk will be presented 
by Andrew Prossin, one of the world’s 
foremost experts in Polar travel with 
over 100 expeditions. 


May 4th, 7:00pm 
Edmonton Public Library 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Square 


ADMISSION BY DONATION TO DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS 


Baffin Island Explorer - 15 days 
July 21st or Sept 6th from CAD $5840 


(including air from western Canada) 


See more details at 
www.trekescapes.com/arctic-06.cfm 
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Тһеге' а mud-eating grin to bes 


LS %4 


after every quadding adventure 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 

4 uck, yeah!" The words ripped 

Е“ my clenched teeth. 

My brother-in-law glanced 

back, meeting my mad grin with one 
of his own as he gunned his throttle. 

I revved up to follow him down the 
twisting trail. He fishtailed through a 

' mud puddle and caught me in a roos- 
ter tail of spray. 

On the first Sunday in April, we fol- 
lowed online directions to the Lake- 
view Guest Ranch, an hour and a half 
northwest of the city, in the hinter- 
lands. It was early for spring, which 
meant stark brownish tones and 
snowmelt: visibility was perfect and 
mud was plentiful for our quadding 
adventure. 

We parked beside the bed and 
breakfast overlooking Lake Michaud 
and got out of the car, savouring the 
silence shortly before Eckhard and 
Diana Krah came out to welcome us 
to their home. The pair emigrated 
from Germany almost a decade ago to 
build a guest ranch. 

I took a quick tour, while my broth- 
er swapped military history with Eck- 
hard. 1 admired the hand-carved 
furnishings and archaic trapping gear 
that hung from the walls. Three sleek 
cats were stretched out around the 
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house. Looking out a picture window 
in the large common room, Diana 
pointed out the boathouse. From the 
sun deck, I could see one of the 
ranch's five horses. 

The warm hospitality of the lake- 
side ranch put us both at ease, We 
refused anything to eat, eager to get 
out on the ATVs. We threw on our 
lightweight outer quadding gear ($10 
at Goodwill) and followed Eckhard 
out to his workshop, where our chari- 
ots awaited. Two nursing calves hid 
behind their mothers as Eckhard 
wheeled out two snarling 500cc 
quads and a trike for himself. 

My brother gestured me to choose, 
but he obviously craved the big, green 
Polaris Sportsman. I was perfectly 
happy to hop on a Bombardier Visco- 
Lock 4x4, the same bright yellow as 
my car. 


| WATCHED CAREFULLY as Eckhard 
explained its intricate workings. First 
he pointed to “Р” on the gearshift, 
showed me three brakes and the 
thumb throttle, then stepped back. 
That was it? 
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motor coach 
Exceed Your Expectations... 


Red Deer 


Eckhard pulled away on his trike 
and my brother swooped ahead of me, 
far more familiar with the machines. I 
followed less certainly. The idiot-proof 
controls were easy to master as I 
gained confidence, though: push the 
thumb throttle to go faster, ease off to 
slow and ignore the brakes. 


NO ADD-ONS | WE ONLY HAVE TAKE-OFFS! 


Ask about our Special Discounts and 5 &10 Ticket Packs. 


Edmonton | Fort McMurray 


$5 6 ONE-WAY 
INCLUDING GST 


BETWEEN EDMONTON 
AND CALGARY 


® onboard movies 
@ single or double row seating 

@ fold-down tables and laptop plug-ins 
ө complimentary snacks and beverages 
e several departures daily 


www.redarrow.ca 


We took a few practice runs in the 
pasture, doing wide circles and climb- 
ing a large dirt pile while a huge steer 
watched. Eckhard showboated on two 
wheels. Shortly, we nodded at him 
and followed him out of the pasture. 

Eckhard took a little time to evalu- 
ate us on some cleared trails on his 
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own land, deciding if we were up for 
more. We followed in his wake like a 
couple of puppies, never straying far 
from his path but enjoying the power 
of the growling machines. 

We dashed across a field, then up a 
long gravel road as Eckhard smoked a 
cigarette, clipping along at upwards of 
40 km/h. 

Unprotected by the shell of a car, 
the speed was exhilarating. We start- 
ed across some "government land," 
where a section of the cross-Canada 
snowmobile trail cut straight through 
kilometres of dense forest. We 
bumped across dry rocks and stand- 
ing water, while Eckhard managed 
our speed carefully. 

We relied on his admonishment: 
stay behind him. Anywhere his trike 
could go would be safe for our inex- 
perience and more powerful quads. 
We paused at the top of a hill that 
seemed almost vertical and ended in 
a deep mud hole. Eckhard warned us 
about turning against the slope. 

“These machines are built to go 
straight up or straight down,” he 
explained. “But you always hear of 
some guy who tries the easier route of 
slanting down the hill and rolls his 
quad. Stay straight, trust the machine, 
and throttle down instead of brake.” 


| REALIZED, for the first time, that 1 
could die on one of these and broke 
into a feral grin. We took the trip a 
couple of times, splashing down into 
the mud hole at the bottom with turf- 
tearing glee. On my second trip down, 
I sent up a huge spray and that visceral 
"Fuck, yeah!” was torn from my throat. 

Eckhard was an expert guide, stay- 
ing ahead and letting us open it up 
when it was safe or slowing to steer 
carefully through the rougher patches. 
He usually guides men who crave the 
speed, but he tours with a fair number 
of couples or pairs of women. 

“It's usually tough to get a woman 
on the quad,” he smiled. "But after 
five minutes, you can't get them off." 


‚ power and independence on 


We turned back about 40 minutes 
out, when Eckhard discovered that 
some of the returning trails were still 
iced over. We came back on the grav- 
el road up to the front gate at 
upwards of 60km/h. 1 pulled on to the 
concrete pad in front of the workshop, 
killed the engine and sat back. I 
shared a mud-coated, hearty grin with 
my brother as Eckhard wheeled out a 
portable pressure washer for the final 
stage of the trip. 

He wasn't kidding. It was easier to 
spray off the golf ball-sized clots of 
mud from every surface of the quads 
immediately. I shrugged, grabbed the 
hose and did a piss poor job of hosing 
down my Bombardier. After Eckhard 
finished everything I missed, my broth- 
er took the hose. In the meantime, we 
sprayed our filthy shoes clean. 


WE RETURNED to the house, changed 


and washed, then sat down to an 
enormous feast. We took a seat and 
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See Europe up close by bicycle. 
Small group tours, lots of fun with 
various levels of difficulty. 

Loire Valley — 8 days 
Backroads of Burgundy - 


Tuscan Trails — 8 days 
Pedalling in Poland — 


Along the Blue Danube — 


served ourselves bowls of chicken 
soup with chunks of garden vegeta- 
bles: the pot had been simmering 
since the morning and the flavours 
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Plus Finland, Ireland, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Austria, Germany and more... ў Book now! 
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had blended perfectly with the thick 
pieces of tender chicken. We spread 
margarine on slices of rye, scored 
slices of European cheeses and dug 


“Sometimes we wish we coul 
order pizza,” Diana admitted when | 
complimented her. “We have to make 


everything we eat.” She brought over 
a platter of sweet German waffles and 
chocolate spread. Sure, 1 was missing 
a greasy pizza right about then 
Diana's garden, and regular trips to 
rural farmers’ markets, s 
pantry for their visite 
ranch can hold up to 12 guests Diana 
generally keeps the number to eight 
even in their busy season, May - 
Guests come from ar 
world, usually for two- 
with more and more from 
up for the weekend. With S 
riding, boating and those hedonistic 


quads, there is 

We fended off another 
soup and picked up our g 
of muddy gear, swap ping 
about the rides. 1 really had a cha 
to bond with ту 


the trip, and n у 
who had uprooted then 
pletely at a time in their lives 
most people are bucking fo 
tion to senio 
But mos 
some time on the back of a 
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COLIN CATHREA / colin@vueweekly.com 

Те thing about kayak trips is 
that every one is different, 
every one is an adventure, and 

every one makes me long for more. 

The decisions you make are always 
important, driven by knowing that 
“every dip of the paddle will create 
change. Trips are often combinations 
of water moving slow and fast, 
through wide stretches where you can 
crack a cold one and toss your fly into 
the water in hopes of catching dinner 
and rapid, bloodrushing narrows. 

Last year we had a few trips that 
stood out, but I thought I'd just pick 
just one to highlight what a typical 
weekend trip is like for us—the avail- 
able waterways that are an easy drive 
from Edmonton are outstanding. 

This time it's the Clearwater River, 
west of Caroline, Alberta. Spring is a 
great time for most river trips, as 
runoff keeps river levels higher and 
makes smaller rivers a bit more chal- 
lenging. 

We dragged all the gear into the 
garage on Thursday night and inflated 
the kayaks to check that they were 
intact. We had planned two one-day 
trips, so packing was a bit easier as 
we didn't have to pack all our 
overnight stuff into dry bags and bar- 
rels. Friday after work we were off to 
the foothills 

We left word with family and 
friends as to the location and timing 
of our trip. If we ran into trouble for 
some reason, we would stay put and 
wait for help. Highly unlikely on this 
river, but better safe than sorry. 


ONCE AGAIN, my whitewater Bible (by 
Stewart Smith) had a great descrip- 
tion of all we would need to know; 
noticing there was “undeveloped” 
camping near the pull-out, we intend- 
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KAYAKING 


ed to find it. And there was, indeed, a 
great spot with a fire pit built by prior 
inhabitants and built a fire. 

The next morning we cooked a full 
breakfast to fuel our muscles for a day 
of paddling. With giant ravens cawing 
overhead, we threw all the gear in the 
back of the truck and left our trusty 
motorcycle hiding in the trees for our 
shuttle back to the truck. This was to 
be a 4 - é hour run, so a couple cool- 
ers with lunch and liquids were along 
for the ride. 

We were going to paddle from Elk 
Creek to Cutoff Bridge, a section of 
the Clearwater described as "uniform 
in character with tight corners and 
rapids." We drove the 30 km to the 
put-in at the Elk Creek Recreation 
area through thickly forested foothills. 

After we parked and unpacked, we 
noticed a gooey bog between the river 
and us. Wearing our wetsuits and 
booties we plowed our way through, 
dragging the kayaks behind. Arriving 
at the river, we noticed it moving fair- 
ly fast, but as its name indicates, it 
was pure clear water. 

We set out quickly, passing over a 
deep, gravel bed. Then the river 
began to split into numerous channels 
of lesser volume. I stood up in the 
kayak a few times to get some heads- 
up navigation to help pick our path. 
We managed to keep to the main 
flows and not bottom out or get stuck. 


WHEN YOU САП sit back and relax, 
that's when the remoteness and natu- 
ral beauty of places like this really 
sinks in. The valley began to narrow 
and a few log-jams protruded from 
shore, then a few more in the center. 
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Kayaking the Clearwater takes a 
cunning and a whole lot of cojones 


Time to pay attention! We navigated 
around them and looked up at the 
beautiful river valley walls of rock and 
clay. I didn't bring my fly rod, so we 
didn't stop for casting breaks. 

What we considered to be around 
the half-way point, we started looking 
for that perfect lunch spot. Just drifting 
along, we came around a bend and 
noticed a young moose having a drink 
of water. Staying still and quiet, we 
floated fairly close before he spotted 
us and got spooked. He took off into 
the river, clomping his hooves and 
splashing water. When he got to the 
far side, he stopped and, I swear, he 
gave us a dirty look! Just around the 
next bend, a sandy shore with logs for 
seats or headrests beckoned us in. 

Unpacking our gourmet sandwich- 
es and two of those mini bottles of 
wine, we settled in for a great lunch. 
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NEW MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS 


* Complete Golf Shop Sales & Rentals 
*Golf School-Lessons & Junior Golf Camps. 


eSeason Passes 


*15 Covered Driving Range Stalls 


WEEKDAY (BEFORE NOON) 
Mon-Fri, 5:30am-Noon only 


WEEKDAY (AFTERNOON) 
on-Fri, Noon to close 


•50 Stalls Total 
*Licensed Clubhouse 
*Off season Catering 


A red-tailed hawk circled overhead 
checking us (or our sandwiches) out. 
With blue sky above, this was turning 
into one of those days you want to 
last forever, until your wet ass starts 
chafing. I almost fell asleep on the 
soft sand, but Karen stirred me up and 
we were soon back on the river. 

The valley began to close in more 
and more, increasing the flow rate 
and shooting us under some incredi- 
ble rock outcroppings. Scooting 
thorough a few decent sets of rapids, 
we spotted a decent sized logjam. 
We took the safe route and pulled 
the kayaks up the shore and around. 
It wasn't entirely necessary, but 
much less unnerving. The second 
half went by quick, and we soon 
spotted our orange seismic tape tied 
to the pine on river's edge, signaling 
the pull-out point. 


GREAT QUTDOORS 


a litt 


le bit of 


FINISHING A RIVER RUN, there's a con- 
tradictory feeling: glad you made it, 
but sad it's over. We dragged the 
boats up to camp, and I jumped on 
the trusty Yamaha to go retrieve the 
truck, while Karen hung up our wet 
gear. I was back in no time, and we 
were looking forward to another night 
around the campfire, under the stars. 

Since we didn't see any other 
campers around we turned up the 
tunes and cooked dinner. (Why do 
women look so sexy when they're out 
camping with messy hair and no 
makeup?) 

Economical, enlightening and so, 
so enjoying. Every trip down a river is 
an adventure. It takes you out of your 
comfort zone and recharges your 
soul. Watch for more river trips in 
future Vue Weekly editions. w 
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It's BBQ SEASON 
IN THE ROCKIES 


Package includes one night accommodation for two and a Steak Dinner 
ready when you are to BBQ on our outdoor stainless steel Propane BBQs 


from $79.50 per person (double) 


Valid April 28-June 8 (except Canada & U.S. long weekend) 
Subject to availability. Some restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer. 
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wood burning fireplace, patio and/or balcony 


• giant 30 person hot tub « firepit • hiking trails WWW.bestofbanff. com 
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Ugly-man cometh: Gilbert 
‘Unsexiest Man’ Gottfried 


graces Edmonton stage 
OPPOSING THE PC CROWD, HE'S THE MASTER OF ВАААЙ JOKES 


PAUL MATWYCHUK / paul@vueweekly.com 
irst of all, Gilbert Gottfried 
Е" actually talk that way. 
No, the voice that I hear during 

our phone conversation is mellow, 
laid-back, bemused ... pleasant, 
even. ч 

He still sounds like Gilbert Got- 
tfried, but without that loud, insis- 
tent rasp—imagine a whiny 
jackhammer—that has been his 
stock in trade as a standup comic for 
more than 30 years. It's almost 
enough to make you wonder 
whether he could pull off a Bill Mur- 
ray-style feat of self-reinvention and 
start playing lonely, soulful middle- 
aged guys for hip indie directors 

"No one's offered me any of those 
par ried says with a chuckle. 
"Me ebody I'll get to play a 
priest in a remake of The Bells of St. 
Магу, but it hasn't happened yet." 

Gottfried's short, squinty-eyed 
presence first started beeping 
annoyingly on the pop-culture radar 
in 1980 when he became part of the 
replacement cast of Saturday Night 
Live in that disastrous post-Lorne 
Michaels season following the mass 
departure of all the original cast 
members 

Perhaps suspecting that a little 
Gilbert Gottfried goes a very long 
way, no producer has ever dared 
give him a TV or movie vehicle of his 
own; instead, he's carved out a com- 
fortable niche doing guest shots on 
sitcoms, game shows and late-night 
He even appeared on an episode of 
CSI about a murder in a comedy 
club—the culprit, incidentally, turned 
out to be Bobcat Goldthwait, the 
only stand-up comic more annoying 
than Gottfried. In 1992, he launched 
a busy side career аз a Voice actor 


after playing lago the parrot іп, Dis 
ney's Aladdin. (His most high-profile 
ent: supplying the voice of 

the AFLAC duck.) 
1 LIKE TO DESCRIBE my career," Got- 
ied says, "as walking the tightrope 
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staunch opponent of all forms of 
political correctness, he recently 
came out with a DVD called Dirty 
Jokes, a compendium of the kind of 
off-colour gags and stories that typi- 
cally get told in locker rooms instead 
of comedy clubs. (Gottfried gives me 
a taste: "Guy goes to a doctor and 
says, ‘Doctor, I don't know if my wife 
has TB or VD.' The doctor says, 
Chase her around the bed and if she 
coughs, fuck her.” Ba-dum-bum.) 
Dirty Jokes concludes with a new 
version of “The Aristocrats,” the 
famously filthy (and endless) joke 


when most of his fellow comedians 
were walking on eggshells, unsure if 
it was even possible to be funny so 
soon after a national tragedy, Got- 
tfried's gleefully raunchy routine 
was a sensation. In last year's docu- 
mentary The Aristocrats, every 
comedian who was there that night 
speaks of Gottfried's performance in 
tones of awe, 

"That was a big night for me," 
Gottfried says. "I'd already been 
going great, but then I did a really 
tasteless September 11 joke. [He 
quipped that he couldn't catch a 
direct flight to Los Angeles that night 
because the plane had to stop at the 
Empire State Building first.] I guess 1 
just wanted to be the first one to 
come out with a really bad-taste 
September 11 joke. The whole audi- 
ence gasped, and so I launched into 
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Ten Times Two, at 


700 years, 
long, long 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
n first glance, you wouldn't 
О) David Belke to Бе 
quite as expressive as he is. 
Coiled into a chair at a local café, 
Belke hesitantly taps at a piece of 
white chocolate cheesecake with his 


fork, his other hand patiently finger- 
ing his perfectly round, gold-rimmed 


. glasses. 


Dressed in a soft, grey sweater, his 
mouth half-hidden by a beard, he 
looks exactly like the type who 
would slink into the back corner of a 
place like this, read his book, drink 
his coffee, and leave some change 
on the table beforé anyone but the 
barista even noticed he was around. 

But as soon as he begins talking 
about remounting Ten Times Two, 
The Eternal Courtship, his century- 
spanning hit love story from the 1999 
Fringe, he practically fills the room 
with his energy, arms swirling 
through the air to illustrate his point, 
his speech frequently punctuated by 
boisterous laughs that practically 
echo off the walls. 

"One of the things I love about Ten 
Times Two is that it's a story that's 
full of contradictions," he explains, 
his hands drifting apart to show just 
how full. “Оп the one hand, it's just 
this love story, it's a couple and a 
person who helps them—it's just 
three people, and it's about winning 
a person's heart. 

"At the same point in time, it's got 
this huge, historic scale, and it starts 
taking on—well, hopefully taking 
on," he interjects with a loud chuck- 
le, "this exploration of universal 
themes: what defines a human 
being, redemption, and, of course, 


These days, it's the pornographic that Gottfried told during a Friars 
end of Gottfried's career that's n Club roast of Hugh Hefner shortly 
attracting the most attention, A after September 11, 2001. At a time 
38 WEEKIY АРА 27-MAY 3,2006 


THEATRE 


is one 
love story 


А27 МАГН 
TEN TIMES TWO, ТН 


ETERNAL COURTSHIP 
WRITTEL BY DAD BELKE 

DIRECTED BY JOHN HUDSON 
STARRING JESSE GERVAIS, 

CAROLINE LIVINGSTONE ROY HUNT 
VARSCOMA THEATRE $14- $20 


PREVUE 


the nature of love. It's a microcosm 
and a macrocosm at the same time.” 
That’s quite the understatement 

Although at its heart Ten Times Two 
is simply about the efforts of 
Ephraim (Jesse Gervais), a hard- 
hearted man with a troubled past, 
attempting to win the heart of the 
brass-tongued Constance (Caroline 
Livingstone), at its surface it takes 
the simple love story and stretches it 
across almost 700 years. You see, 
Ephraim has been cursed with 
immortality, and after a boastful bet 
made with the mysterious host (Roy 
Hunt), who watches over Ephraim, 
he returns to the same English pub 
every 75 years to win the heart of 
Constance, who's constantly show- 
ing up as someone new. 


THE GRAND MACROCOSM of the 
supernatural/folkore theme is noth- 
ing new to Belke, who has written on 
everything from a meeting between 
Good and Evil (Blackpool & Parish) to 
the Four Horsemen dealing with the 
retirement of one of their own (Rid- 
ers of the Apocalypse (The Reunion 
Tour)). Even so, though, it’s one of 
the things that attracted him back to 
the play for a remounting. As he 
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Schmidt delivers audience their just desserts in Private Lives 


DAVID BERRY / david vueweekly.com 

trifle doesn't serve to nourish 
A you in any respectable way, 

so the only good way to eat 
one is to pile on all the fruit, custard 
and whipped cream you can muster, 
soak it in a sweet sherry and dive in 
face first, etiquette be damned. 

That's a maxim Northern Light The- 
atre's Artistic Director obviously 
understands, and he simply buries 
Noel Coward's trivial little play Private 
Lives in as much froth and cream as 
he possibly can, ending up with 
something that's as empty and deli- 
cious as a dessert should be. 

It's a wise decision, too, because 
there's not а whole lot of substance to 
be teased out of Coward's script. A 
vanity project written in about a week, 
the play revolves around two 
divorcees, Elyot (Jeff Haslam) and 
Amanda (Maralyn Ryan), who happen 
to run into each other on simultaneous 
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[ы (DIRECTED BY TREVOR SCHMIDT 
WRITTEN BY NOEL COWARD 

STARRING JEFF HASLAM, MARAWN RYAN, 

JEFF PAGE KSENIA THURGOOD 

THIRD SPACE (11516 - 103 STREET $15- $20 


honeymoons with their new spouses, 
the dim Sybil (Ksenia Thurgood) and 
the stuffed-shirt Oscar (Jeff Page), 
respectively. It’s not long after that the 
pair is stirring up their old flame, and 
it’s not long after that that the flames 
start getting thrown at one another, 
abject passion devolving into unre- 
strained loathing at the drop of a hat. 


SCHMIDT HAS WISELY recognized just 
how ridiculous it all is, and uses that 
as the play's strength, never letting 
the absurdity rest for a minute. His 
project is helped considerably by the 
charm of his leads: Haslam, decked 


47:30PM 
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out in a menagerie of suits that could 
stop traffic, masters Elyot's brushed- 
aside charm and rampant frivolity 
And while Schmidt occasionally 
breaks the fourth wall to drop in sev- 
eral sly asides to the audience, which 
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can be dangerous, Haslam handles 
them perfectly, with a wink and a 
half-sneer that provide some of the 
funniest moments in the play. 

Ryan’s leopard-printed Amanda is a 
boisterous shrew, and she hits the 
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Planet Ze Design Center 


Tickets can be purchased at 
Planet Ze Design Center or participating stores 
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right mark on every grand comic ges- 
ture, from almost literally pulling her- 
self together on a moonlight balcony, 
her arms flailing and her body snak- 
ing, to bellowing a supremely satisf: 
ing "POMPOUS ASS!” at her hap 
new husband 

The play does drag a little in the 
second act, particularly during an 
extended fight scene between Elyot 
and Amanda that doesn’t quite cap- 
ture the manic energy of the rest of 
the play, although that’s more a fault 
of the script than the production. Still, 
by the time feathers have been littered 


all over Amanda's Paris apartment 
and Oscar and Sybil are strangling 
each other on the floor, things have 
gotten back to their high point 
There isn’t a whole lot to che 
afterwards, but you'd have 
to care—Pnivate Lives is one of the m 
unapologetically entertaini s to 
cross Edmonton stages thi 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING APR 27. 2006 


1. Various - Sorrow Bound: Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 


2. The Co-Dependants - Live At The Mecca Café Vol.2 (indelible) 
3. James Hunter - People Gonna Talk (rounder) 


How would Osama do 
"The Aristocrats'? 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 38. 


“Тһе Aristocrats.' It was instinctive; I don't know what 
I was actually thinking. 

"It reminds me a little of a show I did a couple of 
years ago for an assortment of people from The Howard 
Stern Show," he continues. "It was a drunken crowd, 
and I decided to antagonize them and just do things that 
I wanted to do. And the audience was hating every sec- 
ond of it, just hating me. But when I was done, all the 
comics offstage broke into applause." 

Gottfried got an unexpected dose of critical 
respectability after The Aristocrats came out, but, as he 
suspected, it didn't take long before he got turned back 
into a punching bag. Just last week, the Boston Phoenix 
released a list of “Тһе 100 Unsexiest Men іп the 
World." Gottfried took first place. Osama bin Laden 
was ranked eighth. 

"I'm just honored to be first on any list," he says, his 
voice taking on its familiar standup abrasiveness. "I'm 
just glad I beat out Osama bin Laden. If he'd come in 
first, then that would mean the terrorists had won." w 
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Теп Times Two bas 
in theatre magic 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 38 


explains, he'll always be a bit of a sucker for the other- 
worldly in his plays, if only for the chance to play with 
an audience's imagination. 

"Theatre is wonderful because it’s such a medium of 
imagination,” Belke explains, his hands weaving in front 
of him. “You can create these magical characters and 
put them on stage, and you don't really need to explain 
it that much—you can introduce the concept and the 
audience will be there. Because theatre is a story that's 
told to the audience's imagination—really this interac 
tion between the actors on stage and the audience's 
own imagination, and wit, and way of looking at the 
world—you can create other worlds with the simplest oi 
tools, some words and a chair. 

"In Ten Times Two, there's a character who invisibly 
observes the proceedings, and then later on goes off to 
other worlds and other dimensions and travels back to 
Earth. In film, that's a few million dollars in Special 
effects,” he says, before adding, with a room-filling laugh 
"In a theatre, you can do it with a lighting change." м 


4. The Flaming Lips - At War With The Mystics (wamer) 
5. Neko Case - Fox Confessor Brings The Flood (mint) 
6. Eagles Of Death Metal - Death By Sexy (downtown) 
7. Calexico - Garden Ruin (overcoat) 

8. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 

9. The Dresden Dolls - Yes, Virginia (roadrunner) 

10. Van Morrison - Pay The Devil (exile) 

11. Janiva Magness — Do | Move You? (northemblues) 
12. The Little Willies — S/T (milking bull) 

13. Cat Power - The Greatest (matador) 

14. Witch - Witch (tee pee) 

15. Ви To Spill - You In Reverse (wamer) 

16. Jenny Lewis & The Watson Twins - Rabbit Fur Coat (team love) 
17. Ben Harper - Both Sides Of The Gun (virgin) 

18. Yeah Yeah Yeah's - Show Your Bones (interscope) 
19. Nofx - Wolve In Wolves Clothing (fat) 

20. Moneen - The Red Tree (vagrant) 

21. The Streets - The Hardest Way To Make An Easy Living (wamer) 
22. Tom Wilson - Dog Years (true north) 

23. Hank Williams 3 — Straight To Hell (curb) 

24. Pink Mountaintops — Axis Of Evol (scratch) 

25. Band Of Horses - Everything All The Time (sub pop) 
26. Xavier Rudd — Food In The Belly (айх) 

27. Pretty Girls Make Graves — Elan Vital (matador) 

28. Sam Roberts - Chemical City (universal) 

29. Mogwai - Mr Beast (matador) 

30. Elliott Brood - Ambassador (six shooter) 
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THEATRE 


Ballet takes you 


Up Close to modern 
dance in a small house 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 

horeographer Emily Molnar 
( had already heard painter 

Francis Bacon (a descendant 
of the Renaissance philosopher) was 
largely misunderstood when she first 
saw his work at the Tate Gallery in 
London years ago. 

His work is known for its violent, 
disturbing nature, and with that in 
mind, Molnar searched out other 
qualities in the work that would even- 
tually end up influencing her impres- 
sions of him as she prepared to 
choreograph a modern work for 
seven male dancers as part of Alberta 
Ballet's Up Close. 

^| liked the way he captured the fig- 
ure of the body, how he showed 
motion, and the three-dimensionality 
of the work," she says. She also 
noticed that he painted the male fig- 
ure rather than using the more tradi- 
tional female model. 

Molnar recalled Bacon's paintings 
and decided to incorporate some of 
her impressions of them into the piece 
"Portrait of a Suspended Grace," a 
melding of ideas about the human 
body and its relationship to dance, 
music and visual art. 

The choreographer weighed how 
much of her own interpretations to 
offer the dancers, and she decided to 
allow them to respond both to her 
ideas and their own about the paint- 
ings and music. 

Describing the collaboration as a 
conversation, Molnar found that the 
classically trained dancers loved her 
choreographic process. "The music and 
paintings actually became a point of 
departure,” she says. “I gave the artists 
information, but then let them experi- 
ence that with their own point of view. 

"But dance is an abstract art, so the 


FRI, APR 28 (8 PM) 


E 

= | UP CLOSE 

exe | BY ALBERTA BALLET 

E | TIMMS CENTRE FOR THEARTS 
(87 AVENUE 117 STREET), $20 


choreography doesn't necessarily 
illustrate Bacon's paintings or the 
words to the music," she says, refer- 
ring to an aria she chose by the com- 
poser Pergolesi. 


MOLNAR'S PIECE IS one of four mod- 


ern works in Up Close, to be per- 
formed at the Timms Centre on Fri, 
Apr 28. 

"This is the first time in history 
we've added a fifth show to our sea- 
son," says Alberta Ballet's artistic 
director, Jean Grande-Maitre, who 
intends to present more modern 
dance on the small stage in the future. 

The space lends itself well to mod- 
ern dance, offering an intimacy not 
found in larger venues like the Jubilee, 
where the company usually performs 

"We realized the audience loved 
seeing dance in a small house," he 
says of the company's last season, 
held at the Timms Centre while the 
Jubilee was under renovation. 

The performance includes "Rivers 
Without Bridges," choreographed by 
Margie Gillis, Molnar's mentor. 

"They have very different styles," 
says Grand-Maitre. "Margie is so ethe- 
real, and Emily is very grounded." 

He and Molnar agree that Gillis's 
work captures the essence of dance 
by bringing out the soul of each 
dancer. And that, says Grande-Maitre, 
is the challenge of modern dance 

"Classical ballet is more technically 
demanding, but modern challenges 
the dancers more emotionally and 
spiritually." м 


CARNIVAL OF SHRIEKING 
GALA OPENIN 


Dancing days 
are here again 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sharry@vueweekly.com ши 


SAT, APR 29 
] f you were in the Hub Mall on the 


INTERNATIONAL DANCE DAY 
BY MICE ZERO DANCE 
E- | MILANS RESTAURANT (8223 - 104 STREET) 


afternoon of Mar 8, you probably rer] 
saw Gerry Morita wearing a 
bridal gown, walking the length of 


& OTHER VARIOUS LOCATIONS (1 PM 
a те slowly, disap” THE LANDING PAD (201 -10923 101 STREET) 
pearing into the iong train of the | (7 PM), FREE 
dress as it gradually wrapped around tea 
her. Her International Women's Day area, all wrapped up wit a potluck 


performance symbolized what hap- 
pens when a woman loses her iden- dio, with an open 
tity and gets swallowed up by her Linda Rubin and Tim Folkman 
life International Dance 

The spontaneous performance by inception in 1982.“ 
Mile Zero Dance's artistic director take dance out there to а 
was what she calls “site-specific ence, rather than bring in a p 
dance," and if you missed her Hub audience 
Mall performance, you'll have a 
chance to catch a series of similar 
events celebrating International 
Dance Day on Saturday (Apr 29) 
afternoon 

Cathy Ochoa's free agents, for 


supper at Mile Z 


risky. Sometimes the police 


Morita says, barely a hint 
instance, will perform on the service chief in her voice. As Internat 
road in front of Milan's Restaurant Dance Day events are being 


north of Whyte Avenue, with the 
choreography for the 16-minute 
dance working around the bus 
schedule 

But there'll also be a tour of dance 
events throughout the Whyte Avenue 


around the world, event o 
might caution their perform 
as Morita did 

"We don't want to get 


she told her cho 
phers. "So be careful!” м 
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A THEATRICAL EXTRAVAGANZA: 
EW PLAY FESTIVAL 


MAY 12-28 
POL THEATRE axe TRANS-ALTA ARTS BARNS т10330-ВАТ 


THURSDAY MAY 11 


WESTBURY THEATRE «r10330-847H AVENU H AVENUE 


LIVE & LOUD IV: NEW MUSIC FESTIVAL 


MAY 12-13 
AVENUE SKATE PARK # 9030-1 


FILM ЕТ!: 
YOUTH FILM FESTIVAL 


MAY 29-30 
arme CITADEL THEATRE 


MAY 5-6 MAY 19-21 MAY 26-28 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL «10425 UNIVERSITY AVENUE 


EXPRESSIONS: 
VISUAL ARTS FESTIVAL 


MAY 12-30 


RED STRAP ART MARKET ~ 10305-97 STREET 
(ЛАМ 5PM TUESDAY + SUNDAYS} 


18 AVENUE 


METRO CINEMA 9828-101A AVENUE 


RESQUARED.COM 


TICKET PRICES: 
THEATRICAL EXTRAVAGANZA PERFORMANCES: $8 EVERYONE 


EXPRESSIONS VISUAL ART DISPLAY: FREE 
FILM IT! FILM VIEWINGS: $8 EVERYONE 
FESTIVAL PASS: $50 EVERYONE 
$5 EVERYONE 
ЧЕ AND LOUD MUSICAL PER ORMAN НС (AVENUE SKAT KATE PARK): ТУГ EVERYONE 


PCL STUDIO THEATRE: 515 EVERYONE 
AN PASS MEE END) Pt PCL STUDIO THEATRE: $25 EVERYONE 
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"BOUNCE: 3 
ч Fw 
1 - MARY J BLIGE - BE WITHOUT YOU 
2 - CASCADA - EVERYTIME WE TOUCH 
3 - NE-YO - SO SIC 
4 - KELLY CLARKSON - WALK AWAY 
5 - MELISSA O'NEIL - LET IT GO 
6 - MADONNA - SORRY 
7 - EMINEM/ NATE DOGG - SHAKE THAT 
8 - THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - BEEP 
9 - KANYE WEST - TOUCH THE SKY 
10 - NICKELBACK - SAVIN ME 
11 ~ PINK - STUPID GIRLS 
12 - ALL AMERICAN REJECTS - 
DIRTY LITTLE SECRET 
13 - RIHANNA - S.O.S. 
14 - SEAN PAUL - TEMPERATURE 
15 - ANDRES - LOVE YOU RIGHT 
16 - CHRIS BROWN - YO 
17 - RELIENT K - 
WHO I AM HATES WHO I'VE BEEN 
18 - CHRISTINA MILIAN - SAY I 
19 - NELLY - GRILLZ 
20 - JAMES BLUNT - YOU'RE BEAUTIFUL 
21 - CARL HENRY - LITTLE MAMA 
22 - LL COOL J/ J LO. - CONTROL MYSELF 
23 - BRYAN ADAMS VS. PASCAL - RUN TO YOU 
24 - BLACK EYED PEAS - PUMP IT 
25 - GWEN STEFANI - CRASH 
26 - T-PAIN - I'M IN LOVE WITH A DANCER 
27 - NATASHA BEDINGFIELD - UNWRITTEN 
28 - KREESHA TURNER - SHATTE 
29 - RAY - J/ FABOLOUS - ONE WISH 
30 - ROSETTE - UH OH 
31- FALL OUT BOY - DANCE, DANCE 
32 - SHAKIRA/ WYCLEF JEAN - HIPS DON'T LIE 
33- KARL WOLF - DESENSITIZE 
34 - KESHIA CHANTE - RING THE ALARM 
35- ALL AMERCIAN REJECTS - MOVE ALONG 
36- JUELZ SANTANA - 
THERE IT GO (THE WHISTLE SONG) 
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On a treasure hunt for Snap Shots, 
curator Janes found beautiful gems 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO / agnieska@vueweekly.com 
l J sually when I go in to see a 
show of photography, 1 expect 
tastefully framed, well com- 
posed landscapes, a few close ups of 
people and the occasional still life 
with a coffee cup. 

But Latitude 53's Snap Shots, a 
survey of contemporary photography, 
held not one such image. 

Each artist spoke with his/her own 
eloquent voice and shot images that 
completely took me off guard. The 
artists in this show pushed the 
boundaries of presentation; many 
photos were collaged, laser printed 
onto unusual materials like 
polyurethane or transformed into 
relief sculpture. 

Curator Todd Janes also added to 
the atmosphere in his unique display 
of the work, giving each artist their 
own corner of the gallery so that view- 
ers can experience their work individ- 
ually—as if on a private studio visit 

The intimate quality of this show is, 
in large part, a result of the way it all 
came about. In his search for local 
photo-based artists, Janes decided to 
avoid formal gallery spaces. Instead 
he went right to the homes and stu- 
dios of photographers. 

"I saw 60 artists," he says, "I was 
amazed by the amount of photogra- 
phy in Edmonton." 

As he peeked into the back corners 
of their studios, some interesting finds 


TO MAY T3 


SNAP SHOTS 

CURATED BY TODD JANES 

BY EOS BRADLEY CW CARSON, 

MARK FREEMAN, TE KERR, STAN LUPIN 
CANDACE MAKOWICHUK, JASON B SYMINGTON, 
IULIANUS WS 


YARKO YOPYK. 
LATITUDE 54 (10248 106 STREET) 


turned up. When he visited the home 
of Candace Makowichuk, for instance, 
the artist showed him her established 
landscape photography, but Janes 
really wanted to see her most recent 
work, prodding her about it. 

* Makowichuk finally dug up some 
recent photos of her two young 
sons. It was these deeply felt images, 
printed onto fabric and sewn into 
quilts that Janes snapped up for the 
exhibition. 


WITH EACH STUDIO VISIT—or treasure 
hunt for local work—Janes kept a 
watchful eye out for interesting ideas. 
It was the motives behind the photog- 
raphy that excited him more than 
good technique or nice composition. 
And he managed to find plenty of 
intriguing themes. 

For instance, Jason Symington's 
collaged photographs comment on 
what has to be one of the ugliest 
sights in this city: the crawl of urban 
subdivisions onto farmland. 

Symington shoots these sites with 


the unsentimental, clinical eye of a 
medical photographer documenting 
an operation procedure. Sterile 
asphalt streets cut though miles of 
mud fields, the occasional monster 
home towering over the horizon like a 
lone castle in a horror movie. 

Chris Carson's work, however, 
offers a different take on the urban 
landscape. His gel-transferred photo- 
graphs/mixed media paintings (with 
sculpted jutting buildings unexpected- 
ly protruding from the canvas) convey 
an intensely personal vision of Nor- 
wood. A resident of the the area, Car- 
son documents the grungy, vital 
beauty of his home community with a 
lover's watchful gaze. 

But it isn't just Carson's and 
Symington's art that stands out. What 
makes this exhibition so exciting is 
precisely that each artist's small col- 
lection of work speaks with a strong 
voice as it pushes the boundaries of 
photography. 

Considering that Edmonton does 
not even have a higher education pro- 
gram dedicated specifically to art pho- 
tography (not to mention that 
photography is frequently shunned by 
galleries), such unexpected strength 
of photo-based work is astounding. 

It’s like a subterranean river that 
has been running through Edmonton 
unobserved. But, with this strong 
show, the hidden current has finally 
surfaced. w 
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VISUAL ARTS 


ALBERTA BALLET-UP CLOSE Timms Centre, 87 Ave, 112 аг 
ШЕ rh aera on nma sog s Ao 25 Bon) 

inan ini ing 
* $30) at TicketMaster 


CINDERELLA-BALLET JORGEN CANADA Shell Theatre, 
Dow Centennial Centre, 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan (451- 
000) * maoae Bengt Jorgen е Mon, May 8 (Врт) 


* $37 50 (adul it senior) 
TERT. РАСЕ М Zr Donee S Downt 
orton a Landing Pad, Mie Zero Dante Studio е Geny 


new work featuri in unexpected places in 
aire ep Es new work will one eight 


vomen UNS contin Ipture ж 
ЕГІ! Oren Forum: RE mow sopua 45; Д E 
чаш ы 


kon. and: David и . шага Тай 
ior) at TIX оп the Square ж ||Ропїсо 
post-show ehat with Brian Webb and Tania Alvarado: 7 T 5 


PEDRO GUASP SPANISH FLAMENCO DANCERS 
Alberta Museum Theatre, 12845-102 Ave * Sun, Ts ЕТГІ 
M е Proceeds to the Hispanic Catholic Church of 
Edmonton; ir Lady of Guadalupe 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ARMES PORA GALLERY S ANGE. da 
Open: Tue-Sat 10ат-5рт е NEW WORK 

Owen and Leszek’ lkowski е Apr. 29-May 12% 
reception: Sat, Apr. 29 (2-4pm) 

ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St (488- 
6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) + 


Discovery. * GOING GREEN: 
ee Concious Aspect of Fine a Until June 3 


BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street St. Albert (459-3679) 
“Thane Wt Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 10ат-8| DS 10am-5pm 
!'S APART; The first collaboration of а! ШЫН 
b Roger Belley and sculptor Joanna D * Until 
к= 


pening 


GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422- 
Eee ка) RAE OG ЕТЕД ze until 8pm; 
Sat-Sun 


Pc d 
Watercolour ah rt Ere O'Brien, and documen- 
tation relati г npn in Hale S of 
1880; until y PAINTING. IE 
LANDSCAPE OF POST-DOMINION AND Aat by 
William Atkinson, Cornelius Krieghof, Frederick Verner and oth- 
ers; until May 28 e. MIRROR МІ { Artworks that explore 
the historical fascination with the human face and the ways it 
has been represented and challenges us to consider what we 
see when we. рше шы 298 
NEWAI IS: Artworks porary artists from 
across Canada as well ate local m 
until ne ae CROWDS/COI INFESSIONS: 
Artworks by Max Dean, Keon Ен ЕУ, Atom Маал, 
George Bures Miller, Don Ritter, and David Rosetzky; Until June 
11% UNCERTAINTY MARKERS AND COMMOTIO! 
MACHINES: | installation by Jean-Pierre Gauthier, until June 11 
d п Mee Live and EUIS 
(6pm person е Gallery Tours: Every Sat and Sunday 
aftemoon e ЦА Printworks. RS See 
Dixon; until June 11 "сет 
e illustrations by. ds Bennet; ra SUP 


MODE GALLERY 12270 Jasper Ave (453-1555) * SPRING 
ЕД? WALK Featuring artworks by Francois БЫРП Chris 
Bowman, Michel Leroux, Pam Weber, Louise Larouche and new 


THEATRE NETWORK 


Pirot are пуй short of brillia 
5 ако) 


landscapes by Raymond Caovette 
ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 1 
9532/429-2024) © 0 Mason Sat Edd y 


Artworks by 13 visual artists who explore the diversity of. 
"creepiness" through various mediums е Until Apr. 2 
тет DAT 12 $\ (482-1204) « SPRING 
GALLERY WALK Featuring lorval erie Jane 


artworks by № 
Ash Poitras, George. iniecit Joane Cardinal-Schubert and 
new works by LauraLee Harris Fi 


CAELIN ARTWORKS 4728-50 Ave, Wetaskiwin genres 
3519.1-888-352.3519) • Open: Mon-Fri: 9:3дат-5.20рт; Sat 
пооп-4рт е Artworks by Leon Strembitsky, Colleen McGinn, 
Donna Brunner, Rosalind Grant, Judy Hauge 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9521-82 Ave (439- 
8210) е Open Mon-Fri 1Tam-5pm e MY PAMILY MY ЗЫР 


Contemporary portraits ж Until Apr. 30 


ат un 12- 
ДЕ УБ SHOW. Artworks by Barb Mandel, Brad Burns, 
ег Millar, Tim Rechner е Apr 30-June + Opening recep 
tion: Sun, Apr. 30 (2-6pm) 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) + 
Open: Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm е COLLAGE CUT-OUT 
COLOUR: PEE by Louisiana. ШИП and Mary Lee 
Bendolph; also artworks by Jack Bush, Caio Fonseca. Peter 
Halley, Robert Kelly, Henri Matisse, William Perehudotf, 
Frank Stella and Cecil Touchon е Until May 12 е Opening 
reception; Sat, Apr. 29 (2-4pm) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 5: 
Plain Rd (482-1402) е Open: Tue by appointment only, Wed i 
ШЕ Sat 10am-4pm, closed long weekends ж COLLEC- 
TION 2006: New artworks by various artists 
EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI, Universi 
Centre, 8303-112 Siete * THE DESERT. 
TAIN, AND THE CL 

May 17 

FAB GALLERY Rm 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 A Ave (492- 

2081) e o Tue-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 2. © PIRATE 
Bachelor of Fine ARts graduation ТЯ * Mqy 9-20 * Opening 
reception: Thu, May 11 (7-10pm] 


FRAME OF MIND GALLERY 6150-90 Ave, Ottewell * Open: 
‘Sat. Mon-Sat 10am-6pm * Washi chigiri-e artworks made from 
[ТЕШ * Apr 29-May 6 * Opening reception: Apr. 29 


Extension. 
JE MOUN- 
ID: Photographs by Tom Willock e Until 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) е Artworks by 
James Davies; until Apr, 299 TELL ME ABOUT YOUR COM- 
FORTING TREE: Watercolours by Holly Newman: May 2-30 


GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner БЕДИ Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq е DA CAPO: SCENES FROM A RAW PALETTE: 
Paintings by Laurie MacFayden ® Until May 1 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE Centre for the Arts, Studios 
106, 109, 113, 10045-156 St (497-4321) е LOOK, ART: 2006 fine 
art graduates’ artworks * Until Apr. 27 (12-5pm) 


HARCOURT HOUSE 11а St (426-4180) е Open Mon-Fri 
10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm « Main Space: SPACED OUT. Large- 
scale all white instal nn ШЫП um раре ЕМЕ ч 
tures by Marcia Huyer * Froat 

Scott foes recreates Chicago's € aue in ec ы? 
large-scale drawing * Until Мау 20 


um m eu Sez ed (cm T Am 
* Decoupage а tol illari T; unti 

Мау4% ING COLLECTION: Fabric artists, potters a 

MES peer based on the strawberry, May 9-3 

opening reception: May 10 (6:30-8:30pm) 

JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 171185 $! (465-5171) * Open 

Mon-Fri Sam-5pm; Sat 10am- ДЫЗЫ МЕ, 

Wilkinson, Elizabeth Hibbs, Glenda Beaver, Raymo: 

Wendy Risdale, and others * Through April 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St Mig at) Ы 
Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm е Artworks by 
Norval Morrisseau, Audi паша Ted Hesketh, pottery by 
Linda Nelson е Through 


LANDO GALLERY үзене 161) e LIVING ART: 
Artworks by Bernhard Keber; opening ition: Sat, rA (2- 
4pm), artist will be in attendance е LOTS 
Artworks by Brian Scott; opening reception: i ge Apr. 29 (2-4pm) 
* Until May 10 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 3s 2nd FI (423-5353) е Open Tue-Fri 
10am-6pm, Sat 12-5pm е SNAP SHOTS...:Photo-based art- 
works by ten eU BE I Toss Janes; until May 13 e 
ProjEx A COLLECTION OF PAINTINGS MADE FROM THE 
DAYTIMER OF A VERY BUSY LADY: Paintings by Andrea E. 
Lefebvre; until May 13 

LENDRUM COMMUNITY LEAGUE BUILDING 11335-57 Ave 
© Pottery by the Lendrum Pottery Group, Mother's Day sale е 
Ѕа May 6 (10am-2pm) 


ge of emotio 


LITLE CHURCH GALLERY 455 King S Snc Gov? 
9864 e JUST ME ANDA OF MY PRENDS Aves ty 
Sharon Kant = ийди 28 


GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407- 
EET I EE A MA 

medical It 
SAND WORD omnis ret ouis Pat 
Hospital's 100th anniversary е Until June 11 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (962-2777) Open Mon-Sat 
Ded aid DERE ‘Sculptures and paint- 
it fammy Salz; v * Dining Room Gallery: 
ОИ Бу Mary Paranych; until June 1 


MILNER GALLERY Stanley Milner Libra 
Churchill Sq • ПА CAPO - SCENES A RAW PALETTE 


ved ea ria ‘ayden: until May 1 e ART START. 
(5 by children 7-12 yrs old; May 3-26 


Main FI, Sir Winston 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St Anna Street (459-1528) е 
Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 1 * NORTHERN FOCUS. 
їз Arctic Peoples, 


Eit pps 2 A 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9575-964 St • ВЕСНА KPACHA- 
VESNA KRASNA: А Celebration of Ukrainian Art until June 4 е 
a artworks by iconographer Marianna Savaryn until 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery, 
9702-111 Ave (474-7511) e plor 10am-230pm,. Tue 
6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6-8рті е. ОҒ COMMUNITY: Children's 
artworks, silent auction in support of inner-city after school art 
programs, Apr. 28-29; Fri (3-7pm), Run mani * COME 

7 MAY AGAIN: New artworr з by Nina Centre. 
Artists; May 5-26; opening reception: May 1 (&- 7pm] 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street. St. Albert 
(460-4310) е Tue Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) + 
HIDDEN T/ VI: Student exhibition curated by Diane 


Gwilliam: until Ape 28% HIGH E 'ERGY ХІ: Artworks by High 
Sod DUE May 5-June 4; г pening reception: Thu, May 4 
ipm) 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM a W of Wetaskiwin, Hwy 
13 (780-361- Es -800-661-4726) • Open: Toe-Suri 10am-5pm 
* LIFE AND TIMES OF THE MOTURCYE Until Sept. 17, 2006 
* $9 (adultl/S7 [youthl/$5 (childl/free (child six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, www royalalber 
tamuseum.ca е PYSANKY! THE ART AND PASSION 
CHESTER КИС Until May 7 е Photographic Arts Society of 
Alberta Exhibition, May 1-28 


ST. ALBERT PLACE 5 51 Anne Street, St Albert + THE 
MUSIC OF COLOR: Artworks by the St. Albert Painters Guild e 
Ape 28-30: Fri: 104 ; Sat: 10am-Spm; Sure 11am-4pm e 
‘Opening reception: Fri, Apr. 28 (7-10pm), live music by the 
Woodman Duo 


‘SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) е Open Tue-Sat 
10am-5pm е THE DESERT, THE MOUNTAIN AND THE CLOUD. 
Black and white silver print photographs by Tom Willock, also 
Ein Durs by Arlene Wasylynchuk and Lori Lukasewich 
© Until 


SNAP GALLERY 1(309-37 St (423-1492) • Open Tue-Sat 12. 
Spm * 10 STEPS; Featuring drawing/pintmaking artworks by 


Romanian print artist Florin Кл aec * Until May 25 * Opening 
reception: Thu, Мау 4 [7- 

SPECTRUM ART cde St (634-9177) е Open: 
‘Tue-Sat 11ат-9рт; Sun-Mon VEM MCI: * Featuring 
artworks by various artists including the curator, Christopher 
Lucas е Through April 

STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert (460- 
5990) « Open: Tue-Wed. Fri 10am-6j VIENI Thu 10am-8pm; Sat 
10am-5pm e EXPRESSIVE ABSTRACTIONS е Through April 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) e. IST ANNIVERSARY 


SHOW: Featuring artworks by Alan Boileau, Patricia Shiplett, 
Miranda Jones, 087 Campbell, Daryl Richardson, Colin 
Comeau, and others. 


МАДА GALLERY 3rd Я. Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421-1731) 

Mon-Fri 10am-4pm • JOYFUL THREADS: Fibre artworks 
by Dara Dey Hamish, Margo Fiddes, Mary Anne Kilgannon, 
нта рау ната eed ба, ады © Until May 19 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) « Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm е Artworks by Robert Scott: Apt. 27-May 
12 * New paintings by Robert Scott; opening reception: Thu. 
Apr. 27 (6-9рт), artist їп attendance 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) 

* Oper: Tue-Sat 10ат-5рте 3157 ANNIVERSARY EXHIBI- 
TION: Selected artists commissioned to create a major work for 
this special occasion • Until May 12 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, un Rn. 10150 Jas ior 
Ave (426-2122) е Open: Mon-Fri пооп-5рт 

BRIGHT CALAMITIES: Oit and charcoal panto by Shane 
Krepakevich е Until Apr 28 * closed Good Friday and Easter 
Monday e WORKER'S AAT EXHIBIT: nd art by 
working people who are not full time artists. Art works by Mary 


ARTS 


Joyce and others, curated by Tom Gale. reception: 
Maxam e ADENN 


LITERARY 


AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) + Book 
launch of Ed Struzik’s new book Ten Rivers: Adventure Stories 
From the Arctic; Thu. Apr. 27 (7-30pm] • Book launch of Lori- 
Ann Muenzer’s (Olympic Gold cyclist} new book One Gear, No 
Brakes; Sun, Ape 30 (2pm) е Launch of Sheldon Kenner s ((ог- 
ЕС la лр Why I Didn't Say Anything: Thu. May 4 

) 


(CITADEL Maclab Theatre, 8928-101А Ave (423-3457) е David 
Suzuki gives a talk and slide show based on the second half of 
Ius autobiography, David Suzuki: The Autobiography е May 9 
(7pm) * $10 at Audrey's Books, Citadel 

GREENWOODS' BOOKSHOPPE 7325-104 St (452-9427) • 
Reading and book signing of Marty Chan's new book The 
Mystery of the Gral ti @* May 6 

NAKED CYBER CAFÉ 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry, and 


eA art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic 
Jectric Orchestra © Every Thu (8pm) 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Aim 122, E: 
1458:4652/467-2924] © Canadian Author 
turing Jennie Frost portraying Women's Voices in Greek Myth. 
writing circle with Margaret Macpherson (7pm); Fri, Apr. 28 
(Bom); free (member/first time quest}/$10 (non-member) « 

forkshop, Writing Fram the Tip of the Tongue with Jennie 
Frost, Sat, Apr. К Збат-4рті. $30 (Member|/$60 (non-mem- 
ber); pre-register 


1 South Building 
eneral meeting fea- 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 2414 Gateway Boulevard (469. 
4999) • Thu 8:30pm. Fri 8:30pm, Sat Врт and 10:30pm % 
Bob Angelic Apr. 27-29 • Hoop; May 4-6 


THE COMIC STRIP 1545 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) е Open: nightly Врт, Fri Врт and 10:30pm, Sat 
Bpm and 10:30pm, Sun Врт • Special concert featuring 
Gilbert Gottfried (Hollywood Squares and The Tonight 
Show}, with MCs Rick Bronson and Paul Brown and Mike 
Tod (Comer Gas comedy genius contest); Apr. 27-29 е Lars 
Callieou with guests; Sun, Apr. 30 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM (451-8000) + Puppetry Of The 
Penis, two naked penis [Жете оп stage presenting the 
ancient Australian art of genital origami with an astound: 
series of penis installations ж 
/$40/$35 at Ticketmaster 


ge ч „ымы Mines Mall (481 
357 . ЧЫ (кеп Wed-Fri Spm, Sat Bpm and 10: Sun 


ti, May 5 (Врт) е 


Pro Am Comedy Jam • Peter Kelamis and I 


қарау with Paul Sveen, Billy Cowen and Steve Mecarthy 
Ape 27-30 Dave Coulier (Full House) May 6 (2 shows) 


THEATRE 


ARE WE THERE YET? Stanley 
Winston Churchill Sq (439-3905/420-1757) * By Jane Heather. 
presented by Concrete Theatre е Apr. 30-May 12 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) • 
Comedy improv every Sat 11pm (except last Saturday of the 
month) 


COMEDY NIGHT IN CANADA Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) • А vanety "805 and 705 style show 
with fast paced comedy sketches and music Until June 4 


DEAR FIZZY TransAlta Arts Вагп (448-9000) * Produced 
by Theatre de L'Oeil, script by Simon Beaudrealt. A story of 
Fairies, talking mice, and the other creatures that inhabit 
Fizzy’s house • Until Apr. 30 (Fri-Sat 7pm, Sat-Sun 2рт) • 
Two-For-One (Sat) night) 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) • 
Directed by Dana Andersen, intrigue, passion and shennani 
ans abound in Edmonton's live improvised soap opera * 

very Mon (Врт) untii May 29 • $10 (door) 


AN EVENING OF ONE ACTS Walterdale Playhouse, 10322 
B3 Ave. (439-2845) • Three plays commissioned from local 
playwrights « May 8-13 


FAITHLESS Theatre Network, 10708-124 St (453 2440) е 
Comedy, written and performed by Chris Craddock and Steve 
Pirot, directed by Marianne Copithome. A world-famous novel 
ist. desperately seeking redemption, travels back through his 
life, encountering everyone from past lovers to Jesus and the 
Devil * Until Apr 30 + $22 {adultl/$16 (student/senior) |51 
more on Fri and Sat evenings) at TIX on the Square 


FOOTLOOSE Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave * A high-energy 


A Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir 


тост musical Until June 25 


GODSPELL Louis St. Laurent High School, 11230-43 Ave 
1435-2964] е А family musical based on the Gospel 
Matthew. Music and new lyrics by Stephen Schwart 
77-29 е Thu-Fri, 7pm: $8 (youth/senior\/$10 {adult} Sa 
ner theatre, 6:30pm: $30 


INDIE 5 COLLECTIVE THRESHOLD 
TransAlta Arts Bams (420-1757] * А prey 
music spun by Michael Cowie and featur 
Defelice's Trunk Theatre's Cary! Churai 
Zero Dance's Water's Edge, Etc: Theatr 
tening, Mutt’s Nuts’ Crazy Gary's Mobile D; 
new work Landscape е Apr. 28 (Ep) • $15 
Square door 


THE MERCY SEAT Azimuth Th 
5106/420-1757)» By 
stockbrokers life is sp 
"mercy" he has 
free from obligat 
May 7 (2pm), no 


MURDER ІН MAUVMIND YOUR HEAD 
Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill 


Murder in Maui by Patricia 5 
pa 5 Jon 0 


with intemation: 


IN TH 
EDMONTON 
ARTS 
SCENE 


ТаКе їп ап 
alternate 
history of 
the US—it's 
plain eerie 


52 | THE MOVIEGOER 
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ы. | moviegoer vueweekly com 


You may not have heard of C.S.A: The 
Confederate States of America—it 
has yét to reach Edmonton, and given 
the fact that movies with black themes 
typically have a hard time getting book- 
ings in local theatres, it may never play 
here theatrically—but it's the best, most 
audacious film l've seen so far this year. 

Written and directed on a shoestring 
budget by Kevin Willmott, its a comedy 
in which every laugh also sends a chill 
down your spine. А cross between Philip 
Roth's novel The Plot Against America 
and Chappelle's Show, it's at once a bril- 
liantly sustained alternate history of 
America, a deadpan parody of the con- 
ventions of TV advertising and the most 
acidly funny (and horrifying) vision of 
American race relations since Spike 
Lee's Bamboozled. (Lee himself has lent 
his name to the film as a presenter.) 

Willmott's premise takes off from a 
simple question: what would the histo- 
ry of the United States have been like if 
the South had won the Civil War and 
slavery was never abolished? 

Much like an episode of SCTV, 
С.5.А. gives us a 90-minute chunk of 
programming from a fictional TV sta- 
tion—in this case, San Francisco's 
Channel 6 ("Confederate Television") 
We get news reports warning slave- 
owners about slaves using the "Con 
Ex" delivery service to mail themselves 
to freedom; promos for TV shows like 
the master/servant sitcom That's My 
Boy! and a lifestyle program called Bet- 
ter Homes and Plantations; reminders 
to watch upcoming televised lynchings 
and ads for products like Niggerhair 
ettes and Darkie toothpaste 


ch promises to make your teeth 

00 bright! 

the bulk of the film aken up 
rns-style d jentary 


tory of the C ym the 


he present day 


d and sometimes departs from it 
in all sorts of ingeniously ironic ways 
In Willmott's version of American his- 
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Plot, dialogue are thick as a Brick, 
but film is superbly noir 


PAUL MATWYCHUK / paul@vueweekly.com 


ometimes it seems as though 
S only movie 
characters these 
days who take the world 

seriously are high-school 
students. The characters TES Hes 
in Lucky Number Slevin, for instance, 
are supposedly hard-bitten, grown- 
up gangsters, but when they get 
together, all they want to do is tell 
jokes, reminisce about their favourite 
cartoon characters and argue over 
who was the best James Bond. 

The teens in writer/director Rian 
Johnson's Brick, on the other hand, 
have no interest in pop culture, iron- 
ic or otherwise. (There isn't even any 
pop songs on the soundtrack.) These 
kids are too busy with the grim busi- 
ness of falling in love with girls who 
can't love them back, cutting back- 
room deals with the assistant vice- 
principal and embarking on lonely 
revenge schemes that leave their 
bodies almost as bruised as their 
hearts. 

Brick's central concept—transpos- 
ing the conventions of the hardboiled 
detective story into a high school 
setting—makes the film sound like a 
spoof, but Johnson, daringly, plays it 
all straight. Johnson's model isn't 
Raymond Chandler, whose overripe, 
half-campy writing style is what 
most modern audiences tend to 
think of as being synonymous with 
noir. 

Instead, Johnson follows in the 
lean, mean footsteps of Dashiell 
Hammett, especially his novel Red 
Harvest and his unsentimental stories 
about the "Continental Op," a guy 
who seemed less concerned with 
morality than with his own private 
sense of justice and his relentless 
determination to complete whatever 
task he'd assigned himself, conse- 
quences be damned 


BRENDAN, THE HERO or Brick, is a 


worthy heir to the Hammett tradi- 


Се | OPENS FA APA 20 
S BRICK —. 

T | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY RIAN JOHNSON 
ЄЗ | STARRING JOSEPH GORDON-LEVITT, LUKAS HAAS, 
== | NORA ZEHETNER, EMILIE DE RAVIN 
tion. As embodied by the superb 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt, he's a skinny 
kid who can barely see without his 
glasses, but he’s not to be underesti- 
mated: he can hold his own in a 
fight, and even when he doesn't win, 
he takes his punches without com- 
plaining. 

The film follows him às he tries to 
root out whoever was responsible 
for the death of his ex-girlfriend 


Emily (Lost’s Emilie de Ravin). The 
clues seem to point towards a youth- 
ful drug czar known only as the Pin 
(Lukas Haas) and his hotheaded 
bodyguard Tugger (Noah Fleiss), but 
anyone familiar with noir conven- 
tions will suspect that the pretty, 
dark-haired girl named Laura (Nora 
Zehetner) floating through the plot 
probably had more to do with Emily's 
murder than she's letting on, 

Brick's labyrinthine plot (and John- 
son's dense dialogue, which is full of 
invented slang) demands a lot of 
concentration from the viewer, but 
Johnson guides you through it with a 
visual style that's remarkably clean 
and uncluttered for a first-time direc- 


tor. The scenes feel highly story- 
boarded, but in a good way: it's obvi- 
ous that Johnson has spent a lot of 
time figuring out the best, most effi- 
cient way to frame every image and 
edit every sequence. 

(There's a foot chase scene in here 
that's so crisply and elegantly exe- 
cuted it ought to serve as a model for 
every action-movie director in Holly- 
wood.) 

Don't let the pubescent cast fool 
you: Brick is every bit as sturdy a 
piece of noir as its title implies. Who 
would have imagined that the tough- 
est movie detective in years would 
be an English whiz who's still living 
in his parents' house? v 


EI Contrato highlights how migrant workers get el shafto 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
very year, 4 000 migrant work- 
ers travel from 


Mexico to Canada 5) 


to work for eight months 

in Leamington, ON, the ис 

tomato capital of Canada. ms 
They are put up in small apart- 

ments with five or six beds per room, 


— FRI, APR 20 (8:30 PM) 


c 
EO | DIRECTED BY MIN SOOK LEE, 
KAREN KING-CHIGBO 
WRITTEN BY MIN SOOK LEE 
STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY, PAY WHAT YOU CAN 


they work seven days a week for 
minimum wage with no overtime, 
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and in order for any of them to get a 
coveted placement, they must prove 
that they are married with children— 
they must have ties to Mexico so that 
they will not consider permanent 
immigration. 

If you consider that for longer than 
a moment, you realize that this 
arrangement means that each work- 


er is home for only four months 
every year. (There is a poignant 
scene where one of the men calls 
home for his son's birthday, with a 
guitarist friend in tow to help him 
sing well wishes.) You also realize 
that the setup is nothing short of 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 47 
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- pAUL MATWYCHUK / paul vueweekly.com 
[ ost of the fun in The Sen- 
| | tinel comes from 
watching 
Michael Douglas, that . 
clench-jawed icon of 
embattled '80s masculinity, THISIS OK 
square off against Kiefer Sutherland, 
whose steely squint and sinister voice 
("а voice like a velvet-wrapped brick," 
as Fametracker website so memo- 
rably put it) are put to such good use 
every week on TV's 24. 

Douglas plays Pete Garrison, a vet- 
eran Secret Service operative who 
once took a bullet for Ronald Reagan 
but who is currently violating every 
ethical rule in the book by having an 
affair with the First Lady (Kim 
Basinger). 

Sutherland is David Breckinridge, a 
hardnosed investigative agent who 
learns that a rogue Secret Service 
agent is behind a plot to assassinate 
the president and who identifies Dou- 
glas as his prime suspect. 

The scenes between the two men 
are epic vocal battles between Suther- 
land's purr and Douglas's bark, the 
Son of Donald vs. the Son of Kirk! If 
only James Earl Jones had been avail- 
able to act as referee ... 

The Sentinel is based on a novel by 
Gerald Petievich, who also wrote the 


EE | NOW PLNE 


DIRECTED BY CLARK JOHNSON 

WRITTEN BY GEORGE NOLFI 

STARRING MICHAEL DOUGLAS, EVA LONGORIA, 
KIEFER SUTHERLAND, KIM BASINGER 
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book that served as the basis for one 
of the great crime flicks of the '80s, 
William Friedkin's To Live and Die in 
L.A. But The Sentinel is much less 
memorable in just about every way. 

Instead of the corrupt, risk-addicted 
agent William Petersen made into 
such a fascinating character in L.A., 
Douglas plays Pete Garrison as a 
standard-issue action hero: an inno- 
cent but resourceful man on the run, 
like Harrison Ford in The Fugitive. 

It's implied that Pete is a serial 
womanizer—Breckinridge even sus- 
pects him of having slept with his ex- 
wife—but that flaw doesn't really 
inform our understanding of the char- 
acter. I mean, how crazy do you have 
to be to start sleeping around with the 
First Lady? Crazier than Douglas plays 
this part, that's for sure. 


THE FIRST THIRD or the film offers 
some decent airport-novel suspense 
as director Clark Johnson lays out the 
pieces of the plot and you try to puz- 


zle out who the evil Secret Service 
agent might be (that is, when you're 
not rolling your eyes at Eva Longoria 
from Desperate Housewives, hilarious- 
ly miscast as Sutherland's brilliant 
new protégée). 

Could it be Sutherland, the nran in 
charge of the investigation? Could 
Johnson be planning an even bigger 
switcheroo by having Douglas turn 
out to be guilty after all? . 

Actually, the big revelation, when it 
comes, involves a character so under- 
developed, whose motivations for 


Polanski's perverse Ninth Gate proves 
that Satan makes good film fodder 


HERESY! 


= 
JOSEF BRAUN 
=} | josel@vueweekly.com 


In Heresy!, Vue Weekly invites its film 
reviewers to either champion a film that 
everyone else thinks is trash, or to trash a 
film that everyone else regards as art. 


After The Pianist was released with such 
an air of prestige in late 2002, it seemed 
as though the nearly septuagenarian 
Roman Polanski was once again accepted 
as a respectable filmmaker, as though 
everyone had suddenly forgotten that not 
three years previous Polanski made a film 
about Hell that nearly every critic thought 
stunk to high heaven and audiences large- 
ly avoided. 3 
It shouldn't be forgotten that The 
Pianist, with its bleak humour and anti- 
heroism, was a contentious film, and its 
sources of unease only hint at the rampant 
mischief and audacity that characterized 
many of Polanski's films of the 1990s, 
especially The Ninth Gate. 
I'm not going to argue that The Ninth 
Gate, adapted very liberally from Arturo 
‚ Perez-Reverte's El Club Dumas, is а great 
film—its more a sort of compulsively 


demented nephew to Polanski's genuine 
masterpieces. 


` AS THE WORK of a dyed-in-the-wool 


craftsman whose sensibilities are simulta- 
neously at odds with and somehow per- 
fectly suited to the vaguely supernatural 
material, The Ninth Gates very shaggi- 
ness, its half-ironies and playful uncer- 
tainties, are somehow a key factor in the 
pleasures it offers to a viewer willing to 
overlook its flaws. 

Chief among those flaws are some 
tacky special effects, a half-baked 
guardian angel character and a final chap- 
ter that never quite eams its hallucinatory 
climax in the build-up. But, ultimately, 
these missteps only help set the film’s 
nefarious charm in starker relief, with- 
holding unneeded conclusiveness from 
the bizarre plot twists that unfurl. 

It also helps that, regardless of the 
story, Polanski's simply one of the great 
storytellers. 

Regarding Satan, Polanski has said, 
"Не a good guy (0 make a film about, 
even if you can't see him." He could have 
just as easily said "even if he doesn't 
exist." 

The Ninth Gate's Satan seems to dwell 
not in some obscure nether region but in 
the hearts of men and women blinded by 


vacuous greed and intoxicated with a 
power beyond moral order—that goes for 


_ the bad guys and the protagonist, a deeply 


cynical, rare book appraiser and finder 
named Dean Corso (Johnny Depp). Corso, 
like the hapless hero of Mr. Arkadin, is 
hired by a powerful, wealthy shadow fig- 
ure (Frank Langella, with whom Depp 
shares a terrific chemistry) to undertake a 
literary investigation strewn with fresh 
corpses. 

| enjoy the way The Ninth Gate 
plunges you in into the rare book subcul- 
ture. Books are fetishized with the same 
relish as the serpentine tattoo adorning 
femme fatale Lena Olin's garter-framed 


ass (and both things are tantalizingly `. 


caressed by Depp's nimble fingers]. And 
what a strange sense of seclusion you 
feel upon entering the house of the 
Portuguese collector, with his dwindling 
finances, stately rooms nearly emptied 
save the priceless leather-bound volumes 
lined on the marble floors. 

Polanski infuses these scenes not only: 
with his customary deadpan gaze upon 
the perverse but also with clear under- 
standing of the seductive quality of old 
things, objects marked by those voices 
from the dead that keep promising tran- 
scendence to those willing to light a torch 
and read in the darkest libraries. м 


7 


betraying his country are so hazy, that 
it barely elicits a shrug. This has got to 
be one of the most apolitical movies 
about presidential assassination ever 
made; we never find out if the presi- 
dent (David Rasche) is a Democrat or 
a Republican, if he's popular or unpop- 
ular, or what his death might mean to 
the country. He's a blank 

So is the movie. The Sentinel doesn't 
spend any time teaching you anything 
about the inner workings of the Secret 
Service or the psychology of assassins 
or the pressures of protecting the 


ау рїї the son of Donald against the son of Kirk,’ 
Sentinel could use more than just steely stares 


president; instead, it’s one more string 
of boilerplate shots of bullets shatter- 
ing windows, men running up and 
down stairways, cops shouting 
"Freeze!" and Secret Service agents 
talking into earpieces ... and neyer do 
you believe that Douglas or the presi- 
dent are actually in any danger 

The Sentinel concludes with the 
president being attacked in the middle 
of his keynote address at the G-8 sum- 
mit in Toronto. You can't help but think 
that hearing him finish his speech 
might have been just as exciting. v 
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Look before 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian vueweekly.com 

t the start of Forty Shades 
A of Blue, Laura 

(Dina Korzun) is 
walking around a mall, 
shopping casually. At the 
end of Forty Shades of TEE 
Blue, Laura is strutting coolly down а 
Memphis street. And in the 140 min- 
utes between, her character never 
moves at all. 

Ira Sachs's third-rate version of an 
arty European romance-on-the-rocks 
borrows the forlorn, delicate femme 
but gives her character a flatline 
instead of any arc, and turns what 
should be a charged atmosphere of 
pregnant pauses and weighty words 
into a vacuum of vacant looks and 
banal dialogue. 

The story at least avoids the sad 
convention (I blame a devious trifecta: 
the rise of Viagra, the stubborn hype 
surrounding Hugh Hefner and lecher- 
ous gray-haired movie producers) of 
the much older man sleeping with a 
younger woman. Alan (Rip Torn) is 
more devoted to his Memphis music 
mogul-dom than to Laura. Plus, he's 
cheating on her. So when Alan's son 
Michael (Darren E Burrows), an Eng- 
lish teacher whose marriage is spin- 
ning in circles, shows up for a visit 
and meets Laura, you don't need to be 
Euclid to spot this awkward triangle. 

It takes shape mostly in Alan's 
house, a '70s-era bungalow-ish estate 
where no one ever says what they're 
feeling, but instead lie on beds or mur- 
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‚ mur short niceties as if they're stuck in 


a Victorian drama. With Laura as the 
trophy girlfriend who sees that it's 
lonely at the top, Forty Shades of Blue. 
seems faintly like a Henrik Ibsen play 
written for Paris Hilton. 


KORZUN, AN EGG-SHELL WHITE, nara- 
looking, wafer-thin blonde, is a non- 
presence, a brittle facade. Alan and 
Michael often ask Laura, "How are 
you?" but we never find out. She's an 
émigré, with a young son, who sees 
no reason to complain about her 
empty, luxurious life in such a fortu- 
nate, spoiled country, but we never 
really see into her. 

She apparently thinks nothing 
about Memphis, the black music scene 
that her white boyfriend lords over, 
her homeland, or even her hollow life, 
although she does unwittingly point 
out the main problem with her charac- 
ter to Michael: "understanding some- 
one is very hard, I think.” 

For his part, Burrows is also sad- 
dled with a dead-end character. Most- 
ly, he smokes and stares glumly 
about. Even after he and Laura make 
love, he looks sad and lost. Torn, 
whose disgruntled, furrowed face 


- ailable by visiting www.allianceatlantisfilms.com or 
to Alliance Atlantís, Complete Rules Request, 121 Bloor Street East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 
Contest Closing Date (May 2nd). Skill testing question: (5х9) -15427-14- 


тетте Ен үрк рүүчү роф + 


you dive in 


HOW FAR WOULD YOU GO 
TO SAVE THE FAMILY BUSINESS? 


(OPENING МІСНТ- 2006 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL ) 


The New: Comedy from the Creators of Calendar Girls’ 


on. Winners will be drawn at random from all eligible entries received and must 
loyees of VUE Weekly, affiliated sponsors and their families are not eligible to 
ached the age of majority to be eligible to enter this contest. Approximate value of a 

by mailing a self-addressed stamped envelope 
3M5. Request must be received on or before the 


makes him seem ready to erupt into 
gruff bursts of emotion at any second, 
is pretty much wasted here. And Dan- 
ish actress Paprika Steen pops up ina 
cameo as a singer just to remind 
cinephiles how much better she was 
in all those Dogme films. 

I kept hoping the camera would 
suddenly follow the more interesting 
marginal characters—musicians, the 
babysitter, the black maid, even 
Laura's three-year-old son—or delve 


into the gritty, colourful corners of 
Memphis. But Sachs's film drifts on, 
its conversations loaded with blanks. 

When Alan tells Laura he cheated 
on her at a party, he says, “I don’t 
expect you to forgive me. | felt very 
ashamed.” She merely replies, “I don’t 
blame you.” In the non-confrontation 
between Michael and Laura, he tells 
her with complete indifference, "You'll 
get over it. It’s not the worst thing that 
ever happened.” 
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to Forty Shades of Blue—it ain't deep 


Too bad Forty Shades of Blue is 
close to the worst film that could have 
happened, with its sketchy screenplay 
scrawled onto a large canvas that 
could be titled Zero Depths of Feeling 
The film strives for the atmosphere о! 
a dark-lit bar on a hot night where the 
coldness between a lovelorn couple is 
slowly melting away like the ice in a 
glass of Scotch. 

Instead, it gets watered down into а 
flat, tasteless, faux-Euromance. м 
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JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
hronicling the development of one 13- 
year-old Akeelah (Keke 

C Palmer) from an under- 

achieving student living in a crime- e 

ridden Los Angeles ghetto to a 

confident national spelling bee com- THSIS Ok 

petitor, writer/director Doug Atchison's Akee- 

lah and the Bee conforms in every way to the 

Billy Elliot model of talented youth triumphing 

over social limitations, and if it lacks in Billy 

Elliot's mischievous charm, it makes up for in 

massive earnestness. 

sit so much to ask for a surprise or two in 

Akeelah and the Bee? Yes, there's something 

undeniably heart-warming about a child work- 

ing hard and ultimately succeeding at a skill that 
would stump most adults, but still, can you spell 

[-o-r-m-u-l-a-i-c? The paint-by-numbers feeling 

that sinks in as you watch Akeelah find self- 

actualization is only intensified by the pyramidal 
structure of the spelling bee circuit. It's almost 
like the story writes itself. - 

Coaxing Akeelah up the ladder of success is 
Dr. Joshua Larabee (Laurence Fishburne, also 
the film's producer). They're a perfect duo: he's 
sour while she's sweet; he's lost a daughter 
while she's lost a dad. Amazingly, plot machina- 
tions suggest that we're actually supposed to 
think they might not become great allies. 

There is indeed a brief spell where Larabee 
refuses to see Akeelah, but, fortunately, every 
single member of her ostensibly sketchy neigh- 
bourhood volunteers to become a substitute 
coach. It's like Akeelah's spirit has inspired even 
the most marginal members of her community 
to give up panhandling, liquor store robberies 
and drive-bys in order to better understand lexi- 
cography. | 


WHAT MAKES the film work well enough despite 
everything is its cast. Palmer's tremendously 
present in her every scene, while Fishburne 
measures Larabee's emotional journey expertly. 
One of the Hollywood's most neglected acting 
talents, Angela Bassett as Akeelah's mom tends 
to play extremes, but still exudes passion and 
tough charisma. And if Sahara Garey as Akee- 
lah's pal Georgia is wincingly unconvincing with 
the sit-com jive talk, at least JR Villarreal as love 


Think only the US is 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 44 


slavery. And neither of these realizations is lost 
on the workers themselves. 

In El Contrato, director Min Sook Lee fol- 
lows Teodoro Bello Martinez, a poor father of 
four, and several of his co-workers as they 
strive to not only make the most of their cir- 
cumstances but also to find some way of 
making things better for all concerned. 

Martinez finds himself in some hot water 
when he tries to complain about the abusive 
supervisory tactics of one of his managers 
(which include belittling and hitting). If he fully 
follows through on his complaint, he will have 
to either change employers or return home 
before his contract is up. Either way, if he does- 

n't fulfill his contract, he'll be stuck with the cost 
of the flight. 


HIS PLIGHT is compounded by the fact that some 
residents of the town see “those Mexicans” as a 


ing? Wonderful. But Akeelah 
still spells f-o-r-m-u-l-a-i-c 
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= | АКШАН AND THE BEE 

ES | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY DOUG ATCHISON 

© | STARRING KEKEPALMER, LAURENCE FISHBURNE ANGELA BASSET 


interest Javier supplies a precious few moments 
of spontaneity. | like it when he kisses Akeelah 
before quickly explaining that he “had an 
impulse.” 

These performances help Akeelah and the Bee 
but hardly save it from its lack of real vitality— 
for that you should watch the excellent 2002 
documentary Spellbound, which possesses all of 
the colour, anxiety, suspense, fun and unpre- 
dictability you could want in a story about 
spelling bees. It also has the guts to tell a story 
that encourages kids to dream and set goals 
while acknowledging the painful realities of par- 
taking in a competition as tense and demanding 
as the national bee. Unlike Akeelah, it also 
shows that such an endeavour can be worth- 
while without having to win. М 


mean. to Mexicans? 


necessary evil, complaining that they are loud, 
dirty and get inappropriately drunk. And by the 
oft-repeated refrain that if he doesn't like it, 
there's a long lineup of Mexicans waiting to 
take his spot. 

Lee's camera aptly captures the workers' way 
of life while in Canada, only giving way to mini- 
mal narration on a handful of occasions. For the 
most part, she allows her subjects speak for 
themselves. 

El Contrato is a must-see for anybody who 
gets all squishy inside about how enlightened 
and wonderful Canada is. The film is also part 
of a larger program of shorts and features by 
women being shown at the Stanley A Milner 
Library and Metro Cinema over the weekend 
(Apr 28 - 30). Reel Femme '06 is showing an 
eclectic blend of art-house shorts and docu- 
mentaries, including a handful by local direc- 
tors—from the award winning short Hand Sum 
by Eva Colmers to Shelaine Sparrow's Eat 
This! М 
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aniston cusack keener mcdormand 


“A BITTERSWEET COMEDY ABOUT 
THE DRAMA OF BEING ALIVE 


«unfolds as a succession of vignettes organized around meals, 
shopping trips and lonely nights, and is punctuated by some 


laugh-out-loud bursts and a few punches to the gut.” 
-Manohla Dargis, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


"DELICIOUS! 


Holofcener gets the milieu beguilingly right.” 


-David Ansen, NEWSWEEK 


"SMART, WITTY AND ALERT! 


A film that recognizes that money is the new sex. 
A movie rich in hilarity, heartbreak and a sense of life 


in all its vibrant, messy sprawl." 
-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 
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Ү/ісе апа funny.” 


-Marshall Fine, STAR MAGAZINE 
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C.S.A: not out in ‘abolitionist Canada’ : 


targeted at slaves with titles like Be а. 


tory, Lincoln disguises himself in blackface 
and flees, with the help of Harriet Tubman, 
to Canada. The Indians are virtually eradi- 
cated, and it's the Jews who wind up living 
on reservations in places like Long Island. 
Meanwhile, abolitionist Canada, not 
Russia, becomes America's greatest 
enemy. The Berlin Wall isn't built, but a 
vast "cotton curtain" is erected across 
the Canada/US border. Thanks to the 
` presence of so many escaped slaves, 
Canada becomes the birthplace of rock ‘n’ 
roll and the adopted home of Elvis Pres- 
ley, Mark Twain, James Baldwin and 
Susan B Anthony. 


AT FIRST, its the strangeness of the 
world Willmott presents that strikes you: 
the casual use of outmoded racist termi- 
nology in a modern-day setting, the soft- 
focus insurance ad that promises to help 
you protect "your home ... and your prop- 


erty,” the instructional workplace videos 
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Good One! 

But then, slowly, the full potency of 
Willmott's satiric vision becomes appar- 
ent: the CSA and the modern-day USA 
may, in fact, be closer than you'd think. 
The only difference between Cops and 
Runaway, a CSA reality-TV show that 
shows real-life policemen nabbing 
escaped slaves and putting them back 
into shackles, is that instead of a reggae 
song, Runaways theme is a hillbilly tune 
played on the Jew’s harp. 

Some of the film's most outrageous 
details turn out to be not satirical at all: a 
Milwaukee company sold Niggerhair cig- 
arettes as late as the 1950s. And of 
course, Uncle Ben rice and Aunt Jemima 
pancakes continue to be sold in every 
supermarket. 

Indeed, as Willmott's remarkable film 
ends and its images play around in your 
brain, it's hard to shake the troubling 
thought that maybe the CSA was never 
truly defeated after all. w 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

n 2001, almost 80 
] years after Robert Fla- 

herty's quasi-ethno- 
graphic silent doc Nanook 
of the North premiered, п 82 
Zacharias Kunuk released his low- 
budget Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner, a 
DV retelling of an Inuit myth involv- 
ing only non-professional actors 
speaking Inuktitut. 

But while festival prizes and inter- 
national critical acclaim for Atanar- 
juat may suggest that the Inuit can 
now tell their own stories to the 
world through film, the cultures of 
Canada's North can mostly just be 
recreated and re-imagined now. 

In less than a century since first 
contact with white outsiders, the 
Inuit way of life has been decimated. 
Tom Radford's Worlds Collide: The 
Saga of Herschel Island is a heart- 
breaking, must-see documentary 
that displays the late 19th-century 
near-extinction of the Inuvialuit peo- 
ple in the northwest of the Yukon 
through the eyes of one survivor. 

The film offers a double-edged 
motif of the whiteness that blankets 
the landscape, a whiteness that has 
virtually blotted out the Inuvialuit 
culture, but a whiteness that 
remains as a reminder of the snow- 
bound land from which the Inu- 
vialuit came, and to which Nuligak 
finally returns. 7 

Patient 48367805, one of many 
Inuit slowly dying from tuberculosis 
in the halls of Edmonton's Camsell 
Hospital in 1966, was the third and 
final identity for someone who was 
born as Nuligak in the late 1800s. 


MON, MAY (PM) 
WORLDS COLLIDE: 
THE SAGA OF 


0 
HERSCHEL ISLAND 
DIRECTED BY TOM RADFORD 
WRITTEN BY TOM RADFORD, PATRICK RED, 
PETE BAYMONT 


STARRING THE COCKNEY FAMILY 
HISTORY TELEVSION 


DOCUMENTARY 


Nuligak, first as a boy and then as a 
whaler and fur trader, renamed Bob 
Cockney by missionaries, saw a 
series of incredible, devastating 
changes in his lifetime. 

Radford interweaves Nuligak’s 
writings with a look at the Cockney 
family today and historian inter- 
views about Herschel Island, an area 
overrun with ships in the last days of 
whaling after Joe Tuckfield, in 1888, 
declared the waters there an El Dora- 
do—"the whales were thick as bees." 

Soon, driftwood shacks were 
slapped together, with the whalers 
wintering over and entertaining 
themselves with fancy-dress balls, 
blizzard-interrupted baseball games 
and drink. 


MEANWHILE, THE INUVIALUIT were 
falling dead to measles and other 
diseases unheard of before the white 
men came. The population plum- 
meted from 4 000 to 250 people. 
Nuligak's grandmother was one of 
many who died alone. The narration 
of such devastation makes the 
archival, black-and-white footage— 
of Inuit smiling at the camera or 
whalers firing their harpoons into 
the bellies of beasts that they would 
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Hear the Inuvialuit whale 


after first foreign contact 
TOM RADFORD'S WORLDS COLLIDE |S A MUST-SEE DOC 


only use the heads of—all the starke: 
and more chilling. 

Most of the remaining Inuvialuil 
were forced to work in the wasteful 
whaling industry, struggled with 
alcohol or saw some of their wives 
and children kidnapped by the more 
degenerate, sexually predatory sea- 
men on Herschel Island. 

When the missionaries arrived to 
this place, they saw Sodom and 
Gomorrah and drove the final stake 
into the heart of Inuvialuit culture, 
changing people's names, enforcing 
Old Testament-style social punish- 
ments and condemning shamanism 
as devil worship. 

Some of the Cockneys still live in 
the North (Nuligak's grandson Turpin 
plays him in dramatized flashbacks), 
but many have moved south, far 
from their ancestral home, losing 
their traditions. Topsy Cockney 
notes, "It's their choice, I guess," 
with a shrug and a wan smile. 

This look at the fallout from one 
native group's unchosen, seemingly 
mundane moment of first contact in 
the North is just the tip of the ice- 
berg, a moment in Canadian history 
not frozen in time, but a tragedy that 
has melted away and trickled down 
into our present from Inuit commu- 
nities whose traditions and home- 
lands are disappearing to reserves 
with alcohol and drug problems. If 
we want to think of ourselves as a 
True North, strong and free, then we 
have to start facing up to the honest, 
awful truth of our Arctic past. 

Worlds Collide, a film that shows, 
as Topsy says, "what we were prior 
to you guys coming," is a start. м 


could have been an absolute 
fiasco ... a movie that 
can Idol and the War on W 
Terror in one fell swoop 
of the American Pie guys? We could 
have had our generation's Springtime 
what a relief it is, then, to see that 
director Paul Weitz (who also did the 
company) has such a sure hand with 
such potentially combustible material 
hilarious, candy-coating some really 
acidic satire about what Weitz sees as 
that knows more about Bo Bice than 
it does about Condoleeza Rice. 
that, in the film, Dennis Quaid plays 
a dopey, self-righteous American 
essentially the puppet of his chief 
political adviser (Willem Dafoe). I 
the fact that unwavering Bush sup- 
porters are going to hate this. 
President Staton is one of the most 
sympathetic characters in the film. 
down the tubes, Staton is convinced 
by his adviser to appear as a guest 


) su; willow@vueweekly.com 

tries to cns Ameri- 
written and directed by one MIS ROCKS 

Hitler. 
more mature About a Boy and In Good 
as this. The movie is consistently 
an empty-headed American culture 

Much has been made of the fact 
president named Staton who is 
know there's just no getting around 
Nonetheless, I'd say that Quaid's 
WITH HIS APPROVAL ratings going 
judge on the season finale of "Ameri- 
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AMERICAN DREAMZ 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY PAUL WEITZ 
STARRING HUGH GRANT, DENNIS ШП, 
MANDY MOORE CHRIS LEN 


can Dreamz,” the immensely popular 
reality show which is, of course, a 
barely fictionalized version of Fox's 
American Idol. The only difference is 
that this film version has just one 
judge, the self-loathing Martin Tweed 
(Hugh Grant). 


SATIRE 


Grant has been inching towards his 
dark side for a while now in movies 
like About a Boy and Restoration, and, 
here, he seems to have a great time 
playing a completely despicable char- 
acter. 

Bored out of his mind with hosting 
a new season of the show, but unwill- 
ing to cede his place at the top of the 
Nielsen ratings, Tweed orders his 
underlings to “bring him freaks” for 
the upcoming round. They come up 
with Orthodox Jewish and Iraqi-Amer- 


I YOU LOVED THE FULL MONTY 


AND waking neD Devine, 
THIS WEEKEND LACE 
UP YOUR BOOTS 


TRIBUTE 


AND GET A LITTLE Кы 


“Ж Ж ЖЖ IRRESISTIBLY ENTERTAINING! 
MAKES YOU WANT TO RUN OUT AND 


TELL ALL YOUR FRIENDS!” 


SHAUN EDWARDS, FOX-TV 


ican crooners, as well as a cornfed 
type named Sally Kendoo, who is 
played by Mandy Moore 

Sally, who understands how the 
fame game is played to a frightening 
degree, even makes up with her ex- 
boyfriend (Chris Klein) after he is sent 
to fight in Iraq, knowing that it'll give 
her the patriotic vote among viewers. 

In the end, the leader of the free 
world may be saved by the very nar- 
cissistic celebrity culture that Weitz is 
supposedly criticizing 


hasing the American Dreamz lends itself to delicious satire ' 


Weitz has drawn 
between his film an 
sky's Network, but w 
overlap, Dreamz 
venom of the earlier film. I 
has the sunny yet deceptively breezy 
tone of Dick 

Weitz’s first instinct is to make peo- 
ple laugh rather than go on the 
but underneath the comica! charac- 


ters and situations is a kind of despair 
at a country that can care so much 
about things so trivial. м 
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CGI monsters, but not creepiness 
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erhaps operating under the 
P presumption that 
audiences will 
empathize with a desperate 4 
mother however whacked 
she might be, Silent Hill TESES 
starts getting stupid before it even 
gets through its set-up. 

Frustrated over her daughter 
Sharon's understandably disconcert- 
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52 | WHITE BY ROGER VARY 
STARRING RADHA MITCHELL, LAURIE HOLDEN, 
SEAN BEAN 
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ing habit of wandering in a trance and 
muttering “Silent Hill” over and over, 
the otherwise seemingly normal Rose 
(Radha Mitchell), much to the con- 
sternation of her husband (the sadly 
extraneous Sean Bean), decides to 
take Sharon (Jodelle Ferland) on a 
nocturnal road trip out to the heavily 
toxic and government-restricted titu- 
lar West Virginia ghost town, flagrant- 
ly evading police and crashing her 
SUV through a locked gate en route. 
The implausibilities mount as Rose 
is pursued by a sultry lady cop (Laurie 
Holden) in skin tight leather more 
akin to bondage gear than police out- 
fitting, and are well exacerbated by 
the time the first writhing ghoul pro- 
jectile vomits some kind of burning 
acid onto lady cop's helmet and jacket 
(all the better to get her a little closer 


' to naked, or at least jiggly). 


Once Rose awakens from the first 
of many knock-outs to find Sharon 
missing in the ash-enshrouded Silent 
Hill—the town fell victim to a massive 
coal fire in the 1970s that is apparent- 
ly still burning—the film has failed to 
emotionally engage us with its char- 
acters and thus banks on a blizzard of 
slick special effects before sinking 
into an awesomely protracted final 
act of profoundly uninteresting back- 


story. 

Not unlike the recent Underworld 
Evolution, Silent Hill, a thickly con- 
densed version of an unusually elab- 
orate video game adapted far too 
faithfully by Roger Avary, left me 
with the contradictory feelings oí 
being totally confounded by its story 
and yet wanting a lot less explana- 
tion. The victimized little girl, a long 
simmering hunger for revenge—let's 
just say it revisits The Ring and be 
done with it. 


THE CONTROL OF SOUND, right anc 


colour throughout Silent Hill reveals 
an impressive hand with creepy 
atmospherics on the parts of both 
director Christophe Gans (Brotherhood 
of the Wolf) and David Cronenberg's 
regular production designer Carol 
Spier. The scenes in which an air raid 
siren signals the town's sudden 
decent into complete darkness are 
particularly effective. 

The film, nonetheless, reinforces 
the age-old wisdom that the unseen is 
much more powerful than the seen by 
doing the latter. Everything from 
flesh-tearing monsters to cleavage- 
heaving zombies doing the "Thriller" 
dance is so totally CGI-soaked that its 
hard to work up the willies because 
everything looks so splendidly fake, 
belonging to a non-tactile world 
incongruous with that of the living, 
breathing actors onscreen. 

It looks incontestably neat—not to 
mention really, really expensive—but 
125 just not very scary. v 


“Жж ^ 


THE EDMONTON WOMEN'S FILM SOCIETY PRESENTS 


SHORTS BY WOMEN FILMMAKERS SUNDAY ar IPM 


www.fava.ca 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. ог log on to www.metrocinema.org 


with the support of: 


Е 2 Canada |" Conse des Arts CA) Foundation 


for the Arts 


FAVA is a not-for-profit, artist run resource centre for independent media artists. :::: 
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AKEELAH AND THE BEE Кеке Palmer, Lau- 
гепсе Fishburn and Angela Bassett star in The 
Pornographer director Doug Atchison's film 
abouta young girl from LA who tries to make it 
1o the national spelling bee. Read Josef 
Braun's review on page 47. 


RY OF CANADIAN MER- 
t A documentary by Elaine 
Briére that tells of the men who worked to cre- 
ate better working conditions through unioniza- 
tion before they were betrayed by other unions 
and government. The film will be mieria 


discussion about the labour movement. 
ШИЛ 


BRICK Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Nora Zehetner 
and Lukas Haas star in Evi! Golfball Demon 
from Hell director Rian Johnson's film noir 
about a teen who finds himself in the under- 
world of his high school when he investigates 
the disappearance of his ex-girlfriend. Read 
Paul Matwychuk's review on page 46. 


ESCAPE TO CANADA Marc Emery, Bill Mahar 
and Bono appear in Stupidity director Albert 
Nerenberg's documentary that juxtaposes 
Canada's progressive politics mam the US's 
rea opes: ТЕШЕН HALL THE CITADEL; FAI, APR 
18- MON, MAY 1{9 PM) 


FORTY SHADES OF BLUE Rip Torn, Dina 
Korzan and Darren E Burrows star in The Delta 
director Ira Sachs's film about a Russian 
woman living in Memphis who falls for the son 
of her much older musician husband. Read 
Brian Gibson’s review on page 44. ШІП НАЦ, 
THE CITADEL FRI, APA 29 — MON, MA ШІ 


THE PALM BEACH STORY Claudette Colbert, 
Joel McCrea and Rudy Vallee star in Unfaithful- 
ly Yours director Preston Sturges's 1942 roman- 
tic comedy in which a woman divorces her 
husband and marries a millionaire to help her ex 
raise ШШ his latest invention. ROYAL ALBERTA 
MUSEUM (128 STREET & 102 AVENUE); MON, MAY 1 (0 РМ) 


REEL FEMME ‘06 A three-day festival featuring 
a variety of shorts and feature films by women. 
Opening gala showing five shorts STANLEY A MILNER 
LIBRARY; FAI, APA 28 (ТР); May Week Labour Arts Fes- 
tival aema en shorts and one feature. SIAN- 
LEVA MILNER LIBRARY; FAI, APR 78 (0:30 PM); A Taste of 
East-Indie Shorts STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY; SAT, APA 29 (7 
ІМ); Queer Celebration showing three shorts and 
one feature. STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY; SAT, APR 29 (9 PM); 
Our Compilation of Short Films by Local Artists 
ZIDLER HALL THE CITADEL; SUN, APR 30 (1 PM) Read Carolyn 
Nikodym’s review of El Contrato on page 44. 


RA. Robin Williams, Cheryl Hynes and Joanna 
"JoJo" Levesque star in Men in Black II direc- 
tor Barry Sonnenfeld's comedy about the mis- 
adventures of a family who rent an RV for the 
summer. 


THE SENTINEL Michael Douglas, Kiefer 
Sutherland and Eva Longoria star іп S.W.A.T: 
director Clark Johnson's thriller about a dis- 
graced secret agent who tries to unravel a con- 
spiracy to kill the US president. Read Paul 
Matwychuk's review on page 45. 


STICK IT Jeff Bridges, Missy Peregrym and 
Vanessa Lengies star in first-time feature 
director Jessica Bendinger's comedy about a 
rebellious gymnast whose attitude finally gives 
way to team spirit. 


UNITED 93 Lewis Alsamari, JJ Johnson and 
Trish Gates star in The Bourne Supremacy 
director Paul Greengrass's film that details the 
one hijacked 9/11 plane that never reached its 
intended target. 


M IT THE BLEEP?!; DOWN THE RABBIT 

Marlee Matlin, Barry Newman and Elaine 
Hendrix star in William Arntz, Betsy Chasse and 
Mark Vicente's docudrama that picks up where 
What the Bleep Do We Know?! left off, looking 
deeper at the relationship between human 
experience and quantum mechanics. 


FILM LISTINGS 


FRI, APRIL THU, MAY 4, 200€ 


All showtimes are subject to change at any tim: 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. | 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6094 Connaught Dr. Jasper, 852-4749 


THE BENCHWARMERS (РО, crude content) Fri Sat 7: 
9:00 Sun-Thu 8:00 : = 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14A, crude content) Fri Sat 7:00 - 
Ern ) 900 Sun- 


Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5481 
MUNICH (18А) Daily 1:00 4:10 7:30 Fri Sat late show 11:00 


BASIC INSTINCT 2 (18A) Sat Sun 11:15 Daily 2:05 4:30 7:35 
10:10 Fri Sat late show 12:20. 


RUNNING SCARED (18A) Sat Sun 10:45 Dally 1:10 3:55 
6:50 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


CURIOUS GEORGE (б) Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 1:05 3:05 5:05 


EIGHT BELOW (С) Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 1:40 4:35 7:10 9:45 
Ға Sal late show 12:15 Kids Kabin Fever: May 4, 1:40 


AQUAMARINE (PG) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 1:55 4:35 7:15 9:25 
Fri Sat late show 11:45. 


DATE MOVIE (14A, crude content Sat Sun 11:40 
Dally 1:45 4:20 7:00 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:30 


NANNY MCPHEE (С) Sat Sun 11:25 Daily 2:00 4:40 7:20 
9:35 Fri Sat late show 11:40. 


16 BLOCKS (14А) Sat Sun 11:05 Daily 1:15 4:20 7-30 10:00 
Fri Sat late show 12:25 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A, gory violence) Daily 
7:25 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11:35 


FIREWALL (14A) Sat Sun 10:55 Deily 1:25 4:05 7:15 9:40 Fri 
Sat late show 12:00 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended for 
young children) Sat Sun 10:50 Dally 1:30 4:15 7:05 9:55 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature themes, not recom- 
mended for young children) Dally 1:35 6:55 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Sat Sun 11:30 Dally 4:25 9:50 Еп Sat late 
show 12:10 

Movies 12: 190 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
MUNICH (18A) Daily 1:00 4:15 7:50 Fri Sat late show 11:00 


BASIC INSTINCT 2 (18А) Sat Sun 11:25 Dally 2:00 4:50 7:10 
9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


RUNNING SCARED (18A) Sat Sun 10:55 Daily 1:30 4:15 
6:55 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


CURIOUS GEORGE (б) Sat Sun 11:40 Daily 1:50 4:40 720 
9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:20. 


EIGHT BELOW (б) Sat Sun 11:00 Dally 1:40 4:30 7:05 9:40 
Fri Sat late show 12:05 Kids Kabin Fever: May 4 1:40 


AQUAMARINE (PG) Sat Sun 11:05 Daily 1:45 4:25 7:40 
10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


DATE MOVIE (14A, crude content Throughout) Sat Sun 
11:35 Daily 2:00 5:00 7:25 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


FINAL DESINATION 3 (18A, догу scenes) Sat Sun 11:45 
Daily 2:10 4:55 7:35 9:55 Fri Sal lale show 12-15 


NANNY MCPHEE (G) Sat Sun 11:15 Daily 1:55 4:45 7:15 
9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:40 


16 BLOCKS (14А) Daily 4:20 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:25 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A. gory violence) Sat Sun 
11:40 Daily 2:05 4:35 7:30 9:30 Fn Sat late show 11:55 


FIREWALL (14A) Mon-Thu 1:55 4:45 7:45 10:05 Sat Sun 
4:45 7:45 Еп Sat late show 12:20 


HOODWINKED (б) Sat Sun 11:20 Dally 215 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Sat Sun 11:30 Daly 220 
7:00 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 
INSIDE MAN (14A, coarse language, DTS Digital) Daly 9:15 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18А, violence, DTS Digital) Daily 
1:10 4:00 6:50 9:30 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14А. crude content, DTS Digital) Dally 
12:10 230 4:50 705 


SILENT HILL (18A, gory scenes, disturbing content. Doty 
Stereo Digital) Daly 12:30 3:30 7:15 10:15 


THE SENTINEL (14A, Dolby Stereo Digital) Daily 1240 320 
6.40 9:20 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for young children. DTS Digital) Daily 12:50 3:40 6:30 


THE ROCKET (PG, DTS Digital) Dally 9 10 

RV (PG. Dolby Stereo Digital) Dally 12:00 2:20 4:40 7:10 9:40 
STICK IT (PG, DTS Digital) Daily 12:20 2:40 5:00 7 30 1010 
UNITED 93 (14A, DTS Digtal Dally 1:00 3:50 7:00 9:50 
BRICK (14A. DTS Digital) Dally 1:20 4:00 7:20 1000 


4211-139 Ave, 412-1600 
THE WILD (б) Fri-Sun 12:40 2,40 4:45 7:05 Mon-Thu 4:45 
7:05 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (PG, coarse language. not recom 
mended for young children) Daily 9:15 


u 


THE SENTINEL (14А) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:15 7:40 10:00 Mon- 
4:15 7:40 10:00 ida 


AKEELAH AND THE BEE (PG) Fri-Sun 12:50 3:50 6:30 9:0 
Mon-Thu 3:50 6:30 9:00 А 3 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Fri-Sun 1.30 
340 7 30 Mon-Thu 240 7:20 а 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language) Daily 9:30 


STICK IT (PG) Fri-Sun 1:40 4:20 7:00 920 Mon-Thu 4:20 
7:00 9:20 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (РС) Fri-Sun 1:10 3:30 6 
Mon-Thu 3:30 6:40 m 


THE ROCKET (PG) Daily 9:10 


UNITED 83 (144) Fri-Sun 2:10 4:40 7-10 9.50 Mon-Thu 4:40 
7:10 9:50 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14А, crude content) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:10 
7:50 10:10 Mon-Thu 4:10 7:50 10:10 


‘SILENT HILL (18A, gory scenes, disturbing content) Fri-Sun 
1:00 4:00 6:50 9:40 Mon-Thu 4:00 6:50 9:40 


RV (PG) Fri-Sun 1:20 4:30 7:20 9:35 Mon-Thu 4:30 720 9:35 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive. 416-0150 


RV (PG) Fri-Sat 3:50 6:55 9:30 Sun 12:15 3:50 6:55 9:30 
Mon-Thu 6:55 9:30 


UNITED 93 (14A, no passes) Fri-Sat 4:15 7:20 9:55 Sun 
12:45 4:15 7:20 9:55 Mon-Thu 7:20 9:55 


‘STICK IT (PG) Fri-Sat 3:30 7:10 9:40 Sun 12:20 3:30 7210 
9:40 Mon-Thu 7:10 9:40 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 9:20 


THE SENTINEL (14А) Fri-Sat 3:40 7:25 10:00 Sun 12:50 
3:40 7:25 10:00 Mon-Thu 7:25 10:00 


SILENT HILL (184, gory scenes, disturbing content) Fri-Sat 
4:00 7:00 9:50 Sun 12:40 4:00 7:00 9:50 Mon-Thu 7:00 9:50 


THE ROCKET (PG) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 9:35 Sun 12:10 9:35 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14А, crude content) Fri-Sat 3:45 7:30 9:45 
Sun 1:00 3:45 7:30 9:45 Mon-Thu 7:30 9:45 


THE WILD (б) Fri-Sat 4:30 7:05 9:10 Sun 12:00 2-15 4:30 
7:05 9:10 Mon-Thu 7:05 9:10 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18A, violence) Fri-Sat 4:10 6:50 
‘Sun-Thu 6:50 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Fri-Sat 3:35 
6:45 Sun 12:55 3:35 Mon-Thu 6:45 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG) Fri-Sat 4:50 7:15 9:25 Sun 
12:30 2:40 4:50 7:15 9:25 Mon-Thu 7:15 9:25 


WWE: BACKLASH (Classification not available) Sun 6:00 


EDMONTON F SOCIETY 


Royal Alberta Museum, 102 Ave, 128 St. 
439-5284 


THE PALM BEACH STORY (5ТС) Mon 8:00 


8112-109 St, 433-0728 


THE WORLDS HOTTEST COMMERCIALS (PG) Daly 7:00 
9:00 Sat Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calgary Trall, 436-6977 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 
7:10 9:25 Sat-Sun 12:55 3:00 7:10 825 


STICK IT (PG, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05 906 
Sat-Sun 1:05 3:15 7:05 9:05 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14А, mature themes, sexual con 
tent, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 6:35 9:35 Sat-Sun 
1:00 325 6:35 8:35 

SLITHER (18А, gory scenes. coarse language throughout. 
Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15 9:40 Sat-Sun 12:35 
325 7.15 9:40 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG. DTS Stereo) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45 9:10 
Sat-Sun 12:40 306 6:45 910 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG. sexual content, not recommend: 
exi for children. DTS Stereo} Fri Mon-Thu 7:25 9:30 Sat-Sun 
12:30 355 725 9:30 


THE SHAGGY DOG (5) OTS Stereo) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00 Sat 
1250 3:40 7-00 Sun 12:50 7-00 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (18А brutal violenos, gory Scenes. 


disturbing content. Dolby Stano Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 7-30 
9:45 Sat-Sun 1:10 3:45 7:30 9:45 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
458-9222 
SCARY MOVIE 4 (14А, crude content) Daily 1.45 3:45 5-45 
745930 


ICE AGE 2: THE MELTDOWN (РС) Daily 1:00 3:00 500 
700855 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG crude content) Daly 9:00 
THE WILD (б) Озу 1:30 3:30 5 30 730 
THE SENTINEL (144) Day 12:45 2-45 4:45 6:55 910 
RV (PG) Daily 1:15 3:15 5:15 7:15 9:15 


FILM 


THE SENTINEL (144) Daly 7:10 9:25 Sat Sun 1:00 325 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14А. crude content) Daly 7:05 925 Sat 
Sun 1:05 3:25 


ICE AGE 2 THE MELTDOWN (PG) Sai Sun 1:10 3:30 
RV (PG) Dally 6:55 9:20 Sat Sun 12:50 3:30 


SILENT HILL (184, gory scenes. disturbing content) Dal 
700920 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - CAMROSE 


Camrose, 790-608-2144 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14A, crude content) Daly 7:10 9:20 Sat 
Sun 2-10 


RV (PG) Daly 7:00 9:10 Sat Sun 2:00 

STICK IT (PG) Daily 6:55 9:05 Sat Sun 1:55 

THE SENTINEL (144) Daly 6:50 9:00 Sat Sun 1:50 

ICE AGE 2 THE MELTDOWN (PG) Dady 7:05 Sat Sun 205 


THE BENCHWARMERS (РС. crude content) Dally 9:15 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA -.SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove 972-2332. 
THE WILD (б) Daly 7:00 Sat Sun 1:00 3:00 
THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude conten!) Dally 9:00 


METRO CINEMA 
9828-1014 Ave. Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
FORTY SHADES OF BLUE (STC) Fri Sat Sun Mon 7:00 
ESCAPE TO CANADA (PG, nudity) Fri Sat Sun Mon 9.00 
REEL FEMME '06 (STC) Sun 1:00 
FAVA VIDEO KITCHEN (STC) Thu 7:00 


NEW WEST MALL 8 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 


16 BLOCKS (14А) Fri-Sun 1:45 4:15 7:10 9:40 Mon-Thu 7:10 
9:40 


EIGHT BELOW (С) Fri-Sun 1:30 4:00 6:40 9:15 Mon-Thu 
6:40 9:15 


CURIOUS GEORGE (б) Fri-Sun 1:40 3:50 7:00 8:50 Mon 
Thu 7:00 8:50 


NANNY MCPHEE (G) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:10 6:50 Mon-Thu 6:50 


DATE MOVIE (14A, crude content throughout) Fri-Sun 2-30 
4:45 7:30 9:25 Mon-Thu 7:30 925 


AQUAMARINE (PG) Fri-Sun 2:10 4:40 7:20 Mon-Thu 720 
(CASANOVA (144) Daily 9:10 

FIREWALL (14A) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:20 6:30 9:00 Mon-Thu 6:30 
900 

UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A, gory violence) Fri-Sun 
2:20 4:30 7:15 9:30 Mon-Thu 7:15 9:30 


WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (144 fngntening scenes) Dat 
945 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


34231 1371h Avenue. 780-732-2223 
RV (PG) Озу 12:20 2:45 5:00 7:20 945 


UNITED 93 (144, no passes} Daly 12:50 3:30 7 
AKEELAH AND THE BEE (PG) Daily 12:00 3-10 6:50 9:25 
STICK IT PG) Dally 2:00 450 7:30 101€ 
THE SENTINEL (14А) Daily 1:30 4:00 7 


20 10:00 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (РС. course language. 
mended for young children) Daly 9:15. 


not recom 


ntent) Огду 


SILENT HILL (134, gory scenes. disturbing 
1:40 4:40 730 1030 


FRIENDS WITH MONEY (14 
Wed- Thu 1:20 4-16 7.45 955 


THE ROCKET PS) Daly 10-20 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14А, crude c 
8:10 10:35 


жест) Daly 1103 


40 4:45 7:0 


THE WILD (9) Daily 12202 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (14А. c 
mature themes) Daty 1:00 3:50 6:50 9:1 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18А, viol 
7:40 10:16 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Оайу 1:05 310 
520740 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG) Daily 12 10 230 4:45 
920 


INSIDE MAN (14A, coarse language) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 12:40 
3:40 6:45 940 Sun 12:40 9.40 


WWE: BACKLASH ((2хс>4сопов not avalsbia) Sur 


10397-82 Ave, 433-0728. 
FRIENDS WITH MONEY (14A, coarse language Dally 7 10 
910 Sat Sun 230 


WHAT THE BLEEP !?: DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE (PG. 
coarse language) Daily 6:45 9:30 Sat Sun 2:00 


б 


WEM, 8882-170 St. 444-2400 
RV (РС, RWC/DVS, Digital) Fri-Tue Thu 1:40 4:20 X 
Wed 1:00 4:20 7:10 10:00 
SILENT HILL (1 anes, disturbing content) D 
Dally 1:00 4:00 


iE: THE MELTDOWN (PG) Digital) Огду 12:00 
35 945 

SCARY MOVIE 4 (14А, crude 
3:00 5:15 7:45 10:15 


V FOR VENDETTA: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
language, violence, IMAX, Digital) Dz з 


03 


THE SENTINEL ( 
12:4. ) 7:40 1C 


A) Digital) Fri-S 


THE SENTINEL (144. Digitol, this 


Sun 7:40 10:25 


STICK IT (PG, Digital) Daly 1:10 4:05 7.00 940 

LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18A, violence, Digital) Day 4 
10:10 

THE ROCKET (РС. Digital Fri-Wed 12:40 655 THURS 12:40 


THE BENCHWARMER: 


Thu 1:15 3:55 


UNITED 93 (14A, Digital, г 
10:30 


THE WILD (G, Сш) Dady 


AMERICAN DREAMZ 
mended for young chi 


AKEELAH AND THE ВЕЕ (FG. Digtal) бау 12:25 3:4 0 
930 | 


WWE: BACKLASH (Ci on nct avai - 
6:00 | 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON — B 


1525-99 St, 426-8585 


UNITED 93 (14A, no passes} THX Dsily 1:50 4:15 7:10 945 
RV (б) THX Daly 12:00 2-30 5:00 7:20 1 
THE SENTINEL (144) THX Daily 1:40 4 1020 


AKEELAH AND THE BEE ( 
7:00 9:30 Tue 3:40 7:00 9: 
Tue 1:00 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (P 
mended for young chè 


SILENT HILL (18А 
Daily 1:45 4:40 7 


THE ROCKET (PG) Соғу 1:10 4 


FRIENDS WITH MONEY (14A 
3:50 6:40 9 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14A, cruda 


8:15 10:45 


THE WILD (G) Daly 12:30 245 510 7:15 9:1 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (14А. crude 
mature themes Sat Mor 12:50 3:4 
1250 9:10 


TAKE THE LEAD ж 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 


THE BENCHWARMERS 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (P 


INSIDE MAN еде) Daly 1:15 715 
V FOR VENDETTA (14 


WWE: BACKLASH (Classification not avaiable) 5 


Ps WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 
RV (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45 8:10 5 
SCARY MOVIE 4 x ТТ 


at-S 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (РС; 


THE SENTINEL (144) Fri Mon-Thu 6:30 9% 
(1) 780-352-3922 

THE SENTINEL (14АўтОгёу 7:10 9:25 Sat Sur 5 

STICK IT (PG. Digtal) Daly 700940 St Sur 


ICE AGE 2 THE MELTDOWN (PG) 


SILENT HILL (18A, gory «oenes, disturbing content) Daly 7:00 


330 


RV (FG) Dal 6:55 920 Sat-Sun 12 
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Blacklisted come home to Roost 
LOCAL PUNKS WANNA TAKE YOU TO A GAY BAR, GAY BAR, GAY BAR, W00! 


MSTRKRFT 
rcks Edmntn 


ыы | THU, APR 27 (9 PM) 


шә 
Ш 
co | FEVER S15 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@yueweekly.com 
esse F Keeler wants to make one 
thing perfectly clear: despite 
what you may have heard, 
Death from Above 1979 is not 
breaking up. 

“Death from Above is just on 
hold,” confirms Keeler, who makes 
up one half of both the Toronto 
dance-punk duo and, more readily, 
MSTRKRFT (pronounced “mas- 
terkraft"), the burgeoning electronic 
duo responsible for the indie-dance 
hit “Easy Love” and a number of 
\ugh-profile remixes for acts like 
Metric and Buck 65 

"[DFA vocalist/drummer] 
Sebastien [Grainger] is doing his 
own thing right now, I’m doing my 
own thing right now,” he continues 
“1 mean, we toured for three years 
straight, and it was time to take a 
break.” 

And if by “break” Keeler means 
“radical departure,” MSTRKRFT cer- 
tainly fits the bill. While there are 
admittedly base-level similarities 
between the two projects (dance- 
ablity being the most obvious attrib- 
ute), the minimalist disco-metal of 
DFA doesn’t sound a damn thing 
like the thumping, electroclashy, 
house-influenced beats created by 


Keeler and cohort А]-Р (aka Al 
Puodziukas, formerly of T-dot elec- 
tropoppers Girls Are Short), апа 
while some fans of his rockier work 


bly 


ng Keeler, frank! 


with DF 
pruity di 


t really с 


"It seems 


that peop 
they exr 
plains 


where everyon 


taking а sculpture 
lation from someone who is usuall 
a painter or s B, ) 
what I mean? i just don't care—I do 
whatever I want." w 


know 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 


ith the burgeoning popu- 
larity of “punk” bands such 
as Good Charlotte and 


Green Day, it might seem like the 
genre has finally been accepted into 
the mainstream. While this develop- 
ment might be good news for retail- 
ers, ad execs and MuchMusic, real 
punks everywhere are looking to dis- 
tance themselves from the culture at 
the same time as the culture is beg- 
ging them to fully integrate. 

Sort of like what’s happened to 
gay culture as of late (do any actual 
homosexuals, for instance, really like 
Will and Grace?). This similarity could 
have something to do with the recent 
alliances forged between punks and 
the gay community, as the maligned 
groups band together to reject main- 
stream society—or, at least, to party. 
Local gay bar the Roost continues to 
throw punk and metal shows, draw- 
ing a diverse and fun-loving crowd, 
sporting Mohawks either fashionably 
ironic or rustically sincere. 

Mark Valley, meanwhile, who plays 
the Roost this week with his band 
Blacklisted, suggests that a mutual 
love of cheap booze may have helped 
bring the two groups together. 

"It's dollar hi-balls before the 
bands go оп,” Valley explains help- 
fully. “If that's not reason enough to 
go, I don't know what is." 

Inexpensive drunkery aside, Val- 
ley is especially excited about the 
show being the kick-off of a joint 
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tour by his band and fellow locals 
Train to Hawaii. 
“We're touring in this VW van with 
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six people crammed in,” he says. “We 
should all fit—build a bed over top 
the equipment, two in the middle, 
two up front—it'll work.” 

As uncomfortable (or, you know, 
cozy) as this sounds, Valley insists 
there are also a number of positives 
about this tour, like, say, the weather. 

"We've only ever toured in the 
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winter when it’s all cold and shitty,” 
he notes, “so this tour should be a 
good departure from that.” 

Touring with Train to Hawaii is 
also an exciting development for 
Blacklisted, who last toured with The 
Blame-Its, “We've been playing with 
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REVUE / THU, APR 20 / BENNY BENASSI / 

It's not often that us sniveling, cynical, too- 
cool-for-school downtown types can be enticed 
out to the sprawling concrete hell that is West 
Edmonton Mall, although the promise of a booty- 
shakin' set from world-famous Italian electro DJ 
Benny Benassi at a hot new club seemed to do 
the trick on this night. After being subjected to a 
somewhat gratuitous security screening process, 
the highlights of which included the photograph- 
ing and scanning of my ID and a thorough go-over 
with a metal-detecting wand ("gee," my date 
exclaimed dryly, "I hope we have enough time to 
catch our flight"), | emerged into the cavernous 
and admittedly stunning interior of Fever, the 
brand new WEM mega-club that boasts—in addi- 
tion to jaw-dropping but minimalist design and 
"naughty nurse"-costumed bar girls—what some 
are calling the best sound system in western 
Canada. | am not near enough of a stereohead to 
comment on the cogency of this claim, but | һауе 
to admit that the room sounded, to quote the 
baseball capped fellow standing in front of me in 
line at the main bar, "pretty fucking killer." —ROSS 
MOROZ / ross vueweekly.com 
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Glenham's debut a delicious 
plend of 11 hallmarks and styles 


EDEN MUNRO / eden vueweekly.com 


here are some musicians who 
seem determined to make the 
same album over and over, 


regurgitating the same sounds 
throughout their career. 

Others, however, like current 
Edmontonian and soon-to-be Van- 
couverite Jody Glenham, are more 
interested in experimenting with 
music, developing their writing and 
seeing where it takes them over time. 

While too many shifts in style can 
make an album appear haphazard, 
Glenham's debut deftly moves 
between pop, jazz and folk sounds 
with a subtle restraint that gives the 
disc a sense of completeness. 

Glenham admits that the flow of 
the music was something that she 
and producers Chris Wynters (of local 
mid-'90s Celtic-pop icons Captain 
Tractor) and James Murdoch were 
focused on during the recording 
process. 

"We wanted it to have diversity, but 
to also have consistency," she 
explains. "It was nice, because I've 
been writing for as long as I remem- 
ber, so we had quite a few songs to 
choose from. I had narrowed it down 
to about 15, and then my producers 
helped me to choose the final 11." 

While the consistency was helped 
along by the decision to use the same 


music director: 
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PREVUE 


core of musicians throughout the 
recording, the diversity came natural- 
ly to Glenham, who is a fan of artists 
who refuse to be pigeonholed into 
one genre. 

"The record label, Gyprock, it's 
actually short for ‘gypsy rock'," she 


oisy Wheels of Joy 


Raymond Baril 
^st so ist: Dorothy Speers, flute 


student/senior 
on the Square (420-1 757), 


says. “I find that my music’s kind of all 
over the place, like a gypsy. It wan- 
ders from genre to genre." 

Glenham doesn't plan on giving up 
that variety either. She's looking for- 
ward to trying out new things as she 
goes, keeping each album interesting 
and each tour different. 

"That's the kind of career that I'm 
hoping for," she says. "I want to still 
be able to play shows in 10, 15, 20 
years and have an audience that 
doesn't get bored of me." w 


жағ dim —— 
төм СТА РАТЫ 


гоб 
"e = 


ЛАЧ 


WE ARE HERE DAILY AT GPM FOR HAPPY HOUR 


THURSDAY APRIL 27 


TOY SINGERS / AYLA BROOK — 


{CD RELEASE FOR DOWNTOWN} == 47 RONIN 
T.  SATURDAYAPRIL29 Ž 
NOV ЖИ „ЖЛЕ R O 
wr PANTS SITUATION on MOONBOX 
SUNDAY APRIL 30 


CONNORS ROAD / DJ DUDEMAN 


ONDAY MAY 


MAVERICK MONDAYS 
OPEN STAGE win BEN SPENCER 
$4 PINTS OF MAVERICE LAGER UNTIL NPM 


TUESDAY MAY 2 


«С«>Е.ЕТЫ PRIESTNER 
amn CAM PENNER 


MELISSA FERRICK CANCELLED 


DUE TO UMTORESEEN CIRCUMST. CIRCUMSTANCES, MELISSA HAS DECIDED 
NOT TO COME TO CANADA DUE TO EXHAUSTION. 
REFUNDS ARE ГАТ POINT "OF PURCHASE. 


WEDNESDAY MAY 3 
REMOVA к. 


wm CITY STREETS ino PIND 


THURSDAY MAY 4 
cot. ЕТТУ ЕВ US 
wm PAPER MOON a0 FEBRUARYS 


FRIDAY MAY 5 
TIM HUS {CD RELEASE SHOW} 
SATURDAY MAY 6G 
COUSIN HARLEY /RAYGUN COWBOYS 


SUNDAY MAY 7 


CRUSH- 


x10238-104S T * 


_—.———_——т 
ALL SHOW DETAILS ARE AT SIDETRACKCAFE.COM 


NON | 


APR27-MAY3,2000 VUEN 


| JEFF MARTIN 


54 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 


BO DIDDLEY 


181 6420 -— AEDS. ІІ. CA 


78TH BIRTHDAY TOUR! 


HITS INCLUDE: 

“WHO 00 YOU LOVE", “HEY BO 
DIDDLY" & MANY MORE! 
TICKETS AT REDS AND 
TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


= APRIL 28 


A 


FORMLY OF THE TEA Sagi 


HITS INGLU 
ALL AGES 


= MAY [Дк 


SEETHE 


WITH ВОСКЕТЕАСЕ a 


SMAN 24 & == 


PLUS MANY MORE 


ig 25] 


ЕТТІ 2B = oe. | 


MINIST 


WITH 
= JUNE 2 ш 


TEMPTATION, THE ШЕ RELEASE, 
WALKING WOUNDED, THE MESSENGER, 


L i DEYOUNG 


Фе 


= JUNE 18 TIK ONLY $39.95 ADV. 
ил Umum 1 к... т". REDS.AB. - 


LIVE IN CONCERT WITH GUESTS 


Toronto's Diableros look forward to 
big venues and bigger mountains 


BILL RADFORD / bill Qvueweekly.com 
t's not a bad time to be the Dia- 
Ге Their new album, You Can't 

Break the Strings in our Olympic 
Hearts, was just released nationally, 
while their potent guitar riffs with 
shaking vocals and shoegazer over- 
tones continue to have the notorious- 
ly static indie kids of Toronto dancing 
up a storm. 

Now the Diableros are off on their 
first national tour, and the band is 
excited to have the chance to conquer 
the rest of our frigid little country— 
and, you know, to see some moun- 
tains. 

"We've never played outside of 
Ontario and Quebec, so this is a big 
change for us," he says. "I've never 
even been to Vancouver or the West 
Coast at all—I'm pretty excited to see 
the Rockies. 

"|'ve been to Edmonton before, 
though," he continues, laughing quiet- 
ly, "and I know it's, um, colder." 

It being the beginning of what's 
shaping up to be a long, hot summer 
in these parts, the Diableros probably 
won't have to worry about the cold on 
their upcoming tour, which will see 
them play far bigger halls then they 
have in the past. Their full sound 
should easily fit the larger venues 
they'll be playing in support of the 
Stills, but the band members them- 
selves are still getting used to the 
transition. 

“We're just getting used to playing 
bigger venues here in Toronto, so it'll 
be interesting to do that every night," 
Carmichael explains, noting that he 
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doesn't think that higher ceilings and 
spread out walls will have much 
affect on their show. 

“We try to make it as much like a 
smaller show as possible,” he says. 
“Like, some bands might space them- 


selves farther apart from each other- 

you know, if you've got a big stage you 
make your presence more ominous by 
getting everyone standing 20 fee 
away from each other. We prefer to 
keep everybody close together even ií 
we're playing on a big stage. 

“We try to make it feel more like a 
smailer show,” Carmichael reiterates 
“If there's anything we're trying to do 
we're trying to not make it any differ 
ent from a normal show." w 


I guess all cover bands don’t suck 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

n that wacky business called show, there’s often an 
[vs helping of respect that's afforded to those musi- 

cians who write their own material, the common 
assumption being that there's more heart in the music if 
the players involved actually created it from nothing. 

Yeah, well, the Detroit Cobras are one band that just 
doesn't give a damn about any such pretensions. It's not 
that they can't write their own material (they worked up 
one original track on their latest album), but, like the early 
Rolling Stones, the Cobras enjoy playing ragged takes on 
old R & B and soul tunes. 

"Our first and foremost thing is that we love this music," 
says vocalist Rachel Nagy. "Nowadays, anyone can be in a 


band and write a three 
chord song and it's still 5 WED, MAY 3 & FRI, MAY 5 (8 PM) 


derivative. At this point ea DETROIT COBRAS 
everything is just so over- = | With SUBATOMICS (MAY 3), 
copied and people don't Œ= | WHITEY HOUSTON (MAY 5) 
even know where the shit NEW CITY, $25 


is coming from, so it's like, 

'I hate to tell you, but that song you just wrote, that's a 
Beatles song.' For us, we just love this music and we want 
to play it. It’s like we're our own jukebox" 

As it turns out, the Cobras aren't the only ones willing to 
plug some coins into that jukebox, although Nagy points 
out that their fans are often surprised to find out that the 
songs are covers, due mainly to the obscurity of much of 
their material. Still, the band insists on being upfront about 
the origins of the music. 

“If anything, I think we're more honourable in what we 


do," Nagy explains. "Because we're honest about it а5 
opposed to ripping off something and saying 'this is mine, 
look how smart I am.’ Fuck that. I'd much rather honour 
the people that came before and laid the groundwork." w 
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REVUE / SAT, APR 22 / McGOWAN 
FAMILY BAND / RIVERDALE HALL The 
problem with summer is that it goes by 
far too fast, and this past Saturday at 
Riverdale Hall all assembled were 
reminded to enjoy and cherish the good 
times while they last. And, as it hap- 
pened to coincide with the ubiquitous 
"four twenty," there were more than 
enough "good times" being had at this 
party extraordinaire, which is held every 
year as a celebration of the coming sum- 
mer and, well, some other things, too. As 
usual, The McGowan Family band lit 
things up with their smokin’ grooves and 
slow-burnin' jams, and there was even a 
draw held for a Volcano (an extremely 
high tech device used for smoking, um, 
stuff). My only complaint is that | couldn't 
stop eating these lovely pastries being 
sold by a kind fellow in a tie-dyed hood- 
ie—boy, those were delicious. —CONOR 
TAVIS McNALLY / conor vueweekly.com 
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With Special Guests 

Adv tix @ Megatunes, 
Blackbyrd, and New City 


Tues. May 16 
The return pe rock legends 


The Vibrators 


with special guests 


The Homewrekers 
Adv tix@Megatunes, Blackbyrd, 
and New City 


with special guests 
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THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT 


WEDNESDAY NIGHIS 
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Friday Nights with... 


MIGHT F 
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| THURSDAY APRIL 27) | THURSDAY APRIL 27) 27 


G 


JUDGE JULES . 
MARKUS SCHULTZ 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL WEST EDMONTON MALL 
780-443-6666 
WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


LISTINGS FOR YOU. 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 425.2889 
OR E-MAL GLANS AT 


USTNSSQVUEWERTY CUM. 
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM. 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Floating Crowbars 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Terry 
Nadasti, Steve Palmer; donations 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Mike Allan 
Quartet; Bpm; $5. 

Thursday jam session 
hosted by Steve Hoy and guests 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
јат; 7-11рт 

JAND В BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am 
432$ Showcase Jam: hosted by 
the Dr. Oxide Band; 9pm-Tam 
JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Jazz 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Three indy 
bands 

NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam 
hosted by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
SIDETRACK CAFÉ Shameless 
Records Showcase: AA Sound 
System, Toy Singers; 9pm; $8 
(door) 

URBAN LOUNGE Left Nut, 
Sixgun, Stickfigure (metal); $5 
{door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Brent Lee 


CLASSICAL 


ANSGAR DANISH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH Hot Music In A Cold 
Time: Lyall Steel (quitanst/com- 
poser); 7:30pm; $12 (adult]/$8 
[senior/student) 


DJS 


ARMOURY Vintage Thursdays 
retro rock, dance and old school 
hip hop 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: int-ronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 

BUDDY'S DJ Squiggles, Yohko 
Oh-no 

ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB MSTRKRFT, 


Таа; tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJS WAG. 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/danee with DJ Christian 
GINGUR SKY Urban substance 
Thursday. End of Exam Jam: with 


DJ Majess and MC Keith Dean, 
hosted by KWAME (the Bounce). 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717. 
Entertainment 

HULBERT'S Relaxing down- 
tempo, smooth jazz, and lounge 
music with DJ Frederick, 7pm 
KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Students 


USIC WEEKLY 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; 
no cover 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, 
pop. hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous Thursdays: 
goth/student night with DJ Eddy, 
Toonflash, Dr. Lexxxi Tronic; 52 
(non-member)/free (members 
before 10pm]/$2 (member after 
10pm) 

RUM JUNGLE Student Night: 
Great beats 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS ҮЛІСМ: electro, techno 
with DJ Nik 7, guests; no minors; 
Spm (door); $4 

WUNDERBAR Up and Down 
Thursday: with DJ lan, Kelly and 
others 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 3 


Drops of the Pure 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Capital Health Cuban Cabaret: 
free dance lessons (8:30pm); 
America Rosa (Latin); 10:30pm; 
fundraiser for the ALS Clinic; $7 
(аду) at TIX on the Square 
BLUE CHAIR CAFÉ Gordie 
Matthews and friends 


CASINO EDMONTON McColl 
and Moorman (classic rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Colleen 
Rae and Comerstone 
(country/rock) 

CASTLE ROCK Mr. Lucky 
{blues/roots); Spm-Tam; no cover 
COAST 


EDMONTON PLAZA 
Jazz Night 2006: Dave Babcock 
and Friends; 6pm (door); 535 


COSSACK INN Bobbie-Jean 


FOUR ROOMS Mike Allan 
Quartet; 9pm; 55 

(GRINDER King Ring Nancy (rock) 
HULBERT'S The Red Stripe 
(avant garde electronic jazz) fea- 
turing Chris Andrew, Bill Geoerge; 
7pm 

JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band; 9-2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Randall 
MacDonald (jazz trio); 8:30pm; $7 
JEKYLL AND HYDE HeadWind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 
JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis’ 
Pleasures 

KINGSKNIGHT PUB China 
White 

NEWCASTLE PUB Three Seeds 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Indecline Benefit 

POWER PLANT End of Exams 
Dance Party; Shout Out Out Out 
Out, Ditzche V. and the 
Abominable Snowman, DJ Dustin 
Grooves; all ages/licensed; $15 
lady) at Ticket Master, Blackbyrd, 
Listen, Megatunes, U of A info 
desks, Power Plant 

RED'S Bo Diddley, Looker; no 
minors; 7pm (door), 9:30pm 
(show); $28.84 at TicketMaster 
ROSSLYN COMMUNITY HALL 
Captain Tractor, Brad Shymr, 8pm; 
$25 (adv]/$30 (door) 
SIDETRACK CAFÉ Tho Michael 
Edwards Band (CD release party), 
47 Ronin; Spm; $10 (door) 
SILVER BUCKLE SALOON 
Krysta Scoggins 

STARLITE ROOM GFK. Mute, 
Vigilante Typewriter, The 
McEwans; no minors; Bpm (door): 
$8 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Stash 


Night: with DJ Odin 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Trashetenia: DJ'S Naz Nomad, 
Beard of Bees 


(pop/rock classics); $5 (доог) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Short 
Fuse, The Kegels, The Crooks; no 


minors; Bpm (door); $8 (0001). 
WILD WEST SALOON Brent Lee 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL Uptown Folk Club open 
stage: Uptown Irregulars, 7pm 
(sign-up), 7:30pm (show); $4/free 
(members) 

YARDBIRD SUITE Ab Baars 
Quartet; Bpm (door), Эрт (show); 
$14 (member]/$18 (quest) at 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


ETY STUDIOS Cosmopolitan 
Chorus featuring Jamie Bums 
(conductor), Sally Hunt (piano), 


^ Ryan Herbold and Jared 


Samborski (violin), Caleb Nelson 
(tenor); 8pm; $10 (adult)/$5 (stu- 
dent/senior)/free (child five and 
under), tickets available at door 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH St. Lawrence String 
Quartet; Bpm; $30 (айи!!]/$20 
[senior/student) at Gramophone, 
door, fundraiser in support of 
SEEDS. Ethiopia 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Pops: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Louise Pitre, Charles 
Floyd (conductor); Bpm; $30- 
$70/$15 (student/senior rush tick- 
ets available two hours prior; tick- 
ets available at Winspear Centre 


box office. 
05 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: Тор 
40 downstairs/retro 80 upstairs 
AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D'n'B/house/breaks with 
Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, Shortee, 
Sweatz and more 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S Dance party with DJ 
Alvaro 


CALIENTES Funktion Fridays: 
with DJ Majess and MC Keith 
Dean, Nitro Sound, DJ Invinceable 
and Babygirl 

DANTE'S BISTRO Text 
Messaging Singles Party: For sin- 
gles 25-40; completely anony- 
mous, totally addictive 

ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
Bpm (door] 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Friday 
Nights: with DJ Shocker 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Furious Fridays. 
Electric Progressive, trance and 
deep house with Vinny Vo, Furious 
Sushi Crew and Edmonton DJs 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new. 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 
HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Das OOntz Techno/industrial beats 
with 9pm (door); 55 


ОВҮАМЕ DJ Finnegan; 9pm; 
по cover 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB Brian 
Calnan (keyboard) 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: 
Top 40, R&B, house with People’s 
DJ 


ОУЕНТІМЕ BOILER AND ТАР- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro 10 New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; 9pm-Zam; 
no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday. indie. 
rock and Brit pop with DJ 
Readymade Flyboy 


| APR 27 - MAY 3, 2006 


MUSIC 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 
STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house 
with People's DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
guests; 1-7am 

WUNDERBAR The Beam Team: 
guest DJs 

Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Deep funky house with 
Guru Nic-E, Rob Tryptomene, 
Status Inc, Tory P, Bree; no 
minors; 1-8am 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 3 
Drops of the Pure 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB X- 
Band; DJ Раргал@ DJ Touch It 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair 
of the Dog: Matt Masters and the. 
Gentlemen of the Rodeo; 4-6pm; 
no cover 

BLUE CHAIR CAFÉ Deadman's 
Dog; $6 

BONNIE DOON HALL Labour 
Cabaret: Souljah Fyah, 
RadioVacana (reggae), Kevin Cook 
{singer/songwriter), Shimaisha 
Robinson (aka Dwennimmen, spo- 
ken word) ; 7pm; $10 at Earth's 
General Store 

CASINO EDMONTON McColl 
and Moorman (classic rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Colleen 
Rae and Comerstone 
{country/rock) 

CASTLE ROCK Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); Spm-1am; no cover 
COSSACK INN Bobbie-Jean 
DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open 
stage, all ages; 2-6pm 

FOUR ROOMS Mike Allan 
Quartet; 9pm; $5 

GRINDER King Ring Nancy (rock) 
HOMEGROWN SESSION Rap 
groups; 5pm 


HULBERT'S The Red Stripe 
lavant garde electronic jazz) fea- 
Turing Marty Majorowicz, Brennan 
Cameron; 7pm 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band, 
9pm-Zam 

JEFFREYS CAFÉ Jamie Са!ап 
and Redemption (country/rock 'n' 
toll); 8:30pm; $10 

JEKYLL AND HYDE HeadWind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB China 
White 

NEWCASTLE PUB Three Seeds 
POWER PLANT The Stills, The 
Diableros; all ages/licensed event; 
Bpm (door); $18 (adv) at 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Megatunes, U of A info desks, 
Power Plant 

SIDETRACK CAFÉ Novillero, The 
Pants Situation; 9pm; $10 (door) 


SILVER BUCKLE SALOON 


. Krysta Scoggins 


STARLITE ROOM Jeff Hendrick 
(CO release); guests; no minors; 
8pm (doors); $8 (adv) at www.the- 
soundradio.com, Blackbyrd, 
Megatunes 


URBAN LOUNGE Stash 
(pop/rock classics); $5 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Brent Lee 


YARDBIRD SUITE Bob 
Tildesley's Indigenous Aliens; 8pm 
(door), Spm (show), $8 (mem- 
ber)/$12 (guest) 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Spring Opus: Апоѕе Women's 
Choir, Врт; $13 [adv adult/510 
(adv student/senior) at TIX on the 
Square; $15 (door adult)/$12 (ci 
student/senior] 


‘ST. ANDREW'S UNITED 
CHURCH Spring Т! М.Е. Today 
Innovative Music Edmonton, Nui 
Sed Vocal Ensembles, Mascato 
Youth Choir (Namibia, Africa} 
7:30pm; $15 (adult)/$10 
eid at TIX on the 
Square, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Pops: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Louise Pitre, Charle: 
Floyd (conductor); 8pm; $30- 
$70/$15 (student/senior rush tick 
els available two hours prior, tick 
ets available at Winspear Centre 


box office 
DJS 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 


DECADANCE Sou! Heaven 
Saturdays: Funky house and 
break beatz with DJs T-Bass, 
Femme Funk and local/interna 
tional quests presented by 
NewSound Entertainment; no 
minors; Spm-3am 


ESCAPE NIGHTCLUB Saturday 
Night House Party: with Urban 
Metropolis featuring Harman В 
and DJ Kwake 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Saturday 
Night Fever: Live to Air with 91.7 
The Bounce and DJ Shocker 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturday 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
Saturday: DJ Groovy Сиу and 
guests 


ONE ON WHYTE Saturday 
Nights: Top 40, R&B, house with 
People's DJ 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip hop. 
rock, Brit pop with S Master F, 
Loopin’ the 3rd 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, 
R&B, house with People's DJ 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate 1 
5pm, $5; and 7pm-midnight, $6/54 
(rentals) 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Anthem: hard NRG/trance/funky 
with Jeff Hillis, DTDR, Big Daddy, 
STX, Tweek; 1am-8am 

VELVET UNDERGROUND ROMP 
with бОМР for STOMP Night; no 
minors; Bpm (door); $5 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturdays: Eddie Halliwell (UK); 
$15 (adv)/more at door; tickets 
available at Foosh, Underground 
WEM, colourblind, Queue, 
Sophie's WEM, Sophia's Whyte, 
Yess Hair, Y Afterhours 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Derina 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got 
To Give It Up: Main Floor: Funk, 
soul, Motown, disco with DJ Red 
Dawn 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Carmen's Sunday live open jam 


COAST TERRACE INN Sunday 
Aftemoon Swing: Trocadero 
Orchestra, 3-6 pm; $18 at TIX оп 
the Square 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with Rhea 
March; 7-10pm 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Jam every Sunday; 7pm 


Joe Bird's Irie Jam: 
‘Open stage for all; 9:30pm; по 
олег 


OSCARS PUB Open stage 
Sundays hosted by Chris Wynters 
ot Captain Tractor (8-11 pm). 
RED'S Futures Fest: battle of the 
bands; all ages event; 12pm (door), 
1pm 
RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 
Sandro Dominelli Tro; 3:30-Spm; 
collection at door 

CAFE DJ Dudeman, 
Connor's Road; 9pm; 56 
STARLITE ROOM Priestess, Pride 
Tiger, Twin Fangs, The Fat Dave 
Crime Wave; no minors; Врт 
(door), $12 (adv) at. 
wnionevents.com, ticketmaster.ca, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd 


CLASSICAL 


SE 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Sun brunch: 
Thomas Mead; donations 

HALL Edmonton. 
Suzuki Piano School benefit con- 
pert featuring Zosha Di Castri and 
Amber Chow; 3pm; $15 (adult]/$10 
(student/senior) at TIX on the 
Square; free (children 5 and under) 


MUTTART HALL Kiwanis Music 
Festival; 1-4pm; free 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Thelma 
Johannes O'Neill Memorial 
Concert: Edmonton Youth 
Orchestra, the Intermediate and 
Senior orchestras featuring the 
winners of the Northem Alberta 
Concerto Competition; 2pm, $15 
(adult}/$10 (student/senior) at TIX 
on the Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Edward 
Elgar Dream of Gerantius: Richard 
Faton Singers; Dr. L Ratzlaff (con- 
ductor) featuring K. Barber (mezzo- 
soprano), D. Lichti (baritone); 8pm; 
$22-$35 at TIX on the Square, 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic 
Improv, Jameoki and DJ Tim. 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Stardust 
‘Lounge: with Mz Bianca and Mz 
Vanity Fair, DJ Eddy Toonflash 
CALIENTES Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: DJ Phat Kat, hosted by 
KWAME (the Bounce) 


HALO Popscene: indie hits, for- 
gotten classics, underground 
favourites with S Master F. 
Floormatt, Kyle, G-Spot, Jer-Lo, 
Travy D; 9pm (door); no cover 
RUM JUNGLE Service Industry 
Night 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate; 
1-5pm; $5/$4 (rentals) 
STOLLI'S Stollis House Arrest: 
with Johnny Dangerous, Andy: 
Inertia, quests 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Where Its At, DJ Sweet, Propa, 
Degree; no minors event; 8pm; 
no cover (8-9pm]/$4 (door]/$2 
(industry) 


WUNDERBAR Drum 'п' Bass 
Files; with Critical Condition, 
Booster, Atomatik, Enlite with 
weekly guests; 9-11pm (any- 
thing goes); 11-close (drum п" 
bass/jungle) 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Live pub music 

JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz Stendards; 
7:30-10:30pm 


LB.'S PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
Tam; no cover 

HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL Jam session hosted by the 
Retro Rockets Band; Bpm 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFÉ 
Marco Claveria (samba to Bolero) 
every Monday 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 


HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old 
Time Fiddle Jam hasted by the 
Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Society, 7pm. 

RIGOLETTO'S CAFE Open st 
hosted by Dr. Oxide; 7-10pm 5% 
SIDETRACK CAFÉ Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer, 9pm; no cover 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 
Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no cover 


Dus 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry Night, 
по minors, 9pm-Zam 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays every Monday with DJ 
Penny Tentiary; Wooftop: Reggae, 
hip hop, funk with DJs Special Ed, 
Culture Shock 

BUDDY'S Ashley Love and DJ T 


FILTHY MCNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open stage with Chris Wynters 
and quest 

JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Jazz 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam host- 
ed hy Gary Thomas. 

REXALL PLACE Our Lady Peace, 
Neverending White Lights, Jets 
Overhead, Pedestrian; 7pm; 
$37.75-$47.75 at TicketMaster 
SIDETRACK CAFE Melissa 
Ferrick, Colin Priestner, 9pm; $12 
(894/15 (door) 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session 
with Jim Brenan; 8:30pm 
(door)/Spm (show); $3 


DJs 


BUDDY'S Malebox, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE Bashment Tuesdays 
no cover 

ESMERALDA' Top 40, country. 
R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance les- 
sons 8-10pm 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo 
with DJ Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 
‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Retro night 
music flash backs from the '50s, 
“806, 70s, '80s and "905; 7pm-12. 
midnight; $5/$4 (rentals) 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Youth Beat: hip hop, electro, 
indie rock, dance punk, funk 
with DJ Cadence Weapon, DJ 
Parsons, and DJ Stasink: no 
minors; Spm (door); $2 
WUNDERBAR Hipster Twister 
with Twister Board and DJs 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Duff Robison; 8pm 


GRINDER Open Mic Wednesday 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Dave 
Lang with Gary Ray and the Soo 
Line 

JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis" 
Pleasures 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND 
BILLIARDS The Metro World 
Beat Band with Enrique 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Detroit Cobras, Subatomics (rock, 
soul); $25 (adv) at Freecloud, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Mars and Venus 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and. 
friends; 9:30pm; no cover 


RED'S Jeff Martin (Tea Party), 
Quests; all ages licensed event, 
Tpm; $25 at TicketMaster 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL 
Little Flower open stage hosted by 
Brian Gregg; 8pm 


SIDETRACK CAFÉ Removal; 
Эрт; $10 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Ten Year Void 
{rock}, Down on Bedford (punk 
rock); $5 (door) 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Connections: Kokopelli 
Choir, Mascato Coastal Youth 
Choir (from Namibia], 7pm; $16 
{adult)/$13 (student/senior at 
ТЇХ on the Square 


DJs 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: with DJ Buster 
Friendly, no cover 


BUDDY'S Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with DJ Eddy Toonflash, 
Mia Fellow, Ashley Love, Yohko 
Oh-no, quests 


ESCAPE Wild on Wednesday 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 

GINGUR SKY Reggaeton 
Wednesdays: Bounce on location 
with DJ Touch It 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Wig Out Wednesdays: Psycho and 
Rockabilly with DJ Seizures 


RED STAR Funk 'n' Soul: funk, 
soul, disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip. 
hop with Cool Curt, Yuri, Junior 
Brown, Remo 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip. 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky with DJ 
Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Lushious Wednesdays: Retro 
altemative dance with DJ Satum 
5; no minors; 9pm (door); $4 


WHERE THEY ARE 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 702- 
1800 


AZUCAR LATIN 

11733-78 St, 479-7400 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 51, 
430-9200 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324A:82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 


BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951- 
93456 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain 
fid, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425- 
82 Ave, 439-1082 


BUND PIG PUB 32 St Anno 
Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 


BLUE CHAIR CAFÉ 9524-76 Ave, 
989-2861 


BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 51. 
708-6555 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 
BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 
488-6635 


CALIENTE 10815 Jasper Ave, 425- 
0850 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12454- 
153 St, 463-9457 


—— 


DANISH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 9554-108A Ave, 422-8777 


VENUE 
ШЕ 


CASTLE ROCK 570 St Albert Rd, 
St. Alert, 458-8765 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millboume Rd, West, 462- 
6565 


HALL Ans 


CONVOCATION 
Building, University of Alberta, 492- 
0601 


COAST EDMONTON 
10155-105 St, 554-7251 


COAST TERRACE INN 4440 
Gateway Blvd. 


COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC 50С1- 
ETY STUDIOS 2476 Gateway 
Boulevard, 432-9333 

COSSACK INN 301 First Ave, 
Spruce Grove, 962-3844 


AND ANCHOR PUB 
15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 
4727696 


DANTES BISTRO 17328 Stony 
Plain Rd, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990- 
1792/964-3168 


DRUID (Jasper Ave) 11606 Jasper 
Ave, 454-9928 


DUSTER'S PUB 6402-115 Ave. 
474-5554 


ESCAPE WEM. Upper level, 444- 
2335 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of 
WEM, 780-961-3117 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 
102 Ave, 426-4767 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


10341-82 Ave, 433-9676. 
GAS PUMP 10165-11451, 488- 
4841 


GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913- 
4312/953-3606 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 453-1709 
HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO 


HAVANA CLUB 10220-103 St, 
423-7107 


HOMEGROWN SESSION 8102. 
10324-82 Ave 


HONEST MURS BAR AND 
GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 462-5397 


HORIZON STAGE Spruce Grove, 
962-8995 


HULBERT'S 7601-115 St (436- 
1161 


JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 
451-8773 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003- 
106 St, 436-4403 


JEFFREYS CAFÉ AND WINE 
BAR 9540-142 St, 451-8890 


JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 
Ave, 426-5381 


LAS PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7482. 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Chateau 
Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 
732-4583 


КА$ BAR 10444-82 Aye, 433-6768 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 5221-34 Ave, 
433-2599 


187$ PUB 23 Akins Dr, St Albert, 
400-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St 481- 
2785 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper 
Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
10025-101 St 


MEGATUNES 1035542 Ave, 434- 
6342 


METRO CLUB AND BILUARDS 
10250-106 St, 990-0704 


MUTTART HALL MacEwan 


College Campus, 10050 MacDonald 
Dr, 488-3498 


NEST NAN, 11762-106 St, 471- 
7603 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 
490-1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFÉ 630 
Gateway Bhd, 432-2003, 


NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY 
LEAGUE 13535-109A Ave, 157- 
9417 


U'BYRNES 10516-82 Ave, 414 
6765 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 
437-7698 


OVERTIME BOILER АМО 
TAPROOM South Whitemud 
Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 


HALL 10860-57 Ave. 474-5270. 


POWER PLANT U cf A Campus, 
492-3101 


RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481-5420 


RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428. 
0025 

REXALL PLACE 7424 118 Ave 
NW, Northlands Park 

RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9:24 
74 Ave, 439-2442 
RIGOLETTU'S CAFÉ 1(052-105 St 
ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH 10202-123 St, 994- 
6300/4366521 

THE ROOST 10345-104 St. 426- 
3150 

ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave 
429-3624 

11015-124A Ave, 473-5376 


RUM JUNGLE Phase 2. upper 
level, WEM, 466-9494 


ST. ANDREW'S UNITED | 
CHURCH 9315-148 St. 482-7649 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437 
0231/7101625 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438.0373 


SIDETRACK CAFÉ 10228-10451, 
4211326 


SILVER BUCKLE SALOON 9251- 
34 Ave, 438-8878 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St, 472 
5336 


STANDARD 6107-104 St. 438-2582 


STARLITE ROOM 10020-102 St 
428-1099 


$ТОШГ$ 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte 
Ave, 437-2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper 
Ave, 420-0448 


TAPHOUSE 9020 Mckenny Ave. 
St. Albert, 458-0860 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


‘TIX ON THE SQUARE Interpretive 
Centre, Churchill Sq, 9920-102 Ave, 
420-1757 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10016- 
105 St 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St 
439-3388. 


VELVET 10030 
102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 


WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 
St 476-3388 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 5 Sir 
Winston Churhill Sq. 428-1414 


HALL 13915-115 Avo, 436-1554 


WUNDERBAR 8120-11 St 225. 
5586 


Y AFTERHOURS 10022-102 St 
994-2256, wvew.yafterhours сот 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-80 Ave, 
432-0428. 


YESTERDAYS Pub 112. 205 
Camegie Dx, St. Albert. 459-2795 


DUNGE NET 


WWW URBANL 
EDMONTON'S BEST LIVE VENUE 


8111-10551 
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riday May 12, 


Joel Plaskett 


www.joelplaskett.com 
With Special Guests 1 
Adv tix @ Megatunes, Blackbyrd, and New City 


TUES. MAY 16 


Бае Тиеѕ. Мау 16 
Vibrators The return of punk rock legends 
\ Vibrators 
with special guests 

The Homewrekers 


pd TRAE Adv tix@Megatunes, Blackbyrd, 


FRI JULY 7 


EDMONTON'S FIRST ZOMBIE WALK: 


SWITCHBLADE VALENTINES 
2 ZOMBIE GIRL 


ТЕЛӘШЕТЕР Л 


132.00 HIBALLS: AND DOMESTIC BEER UNTIL 11:30 
f 3.50 HIBALLS’ AND DOMESTIC BEER UNTIL CLOSE 


NOMAD AND BEARD OF BEES 
OF ALL THE MUSIC YOU'VE COME 
D nimoff vodkas, tanqueray gin, cari 


gin, carioca rums royal reserve rye 


10081 Jasper Ave. Polodium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 
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id Vue reporter digs up PR 
about the Stills ... well, kina ӨГ; 


ТІ 
HE DIABLERDS 
| POWERPLANT, $18 (ALL AGES) 


TT OLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 
« от е days I like to think of 


rdwuar the Human Serviette 
my journalistic role model. 
fashion role model by any 
, obviously, but Nardwuar's 
y ability to dig up the dirt that 
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WEEKLY $c. | & LICENSED 


SONIC 102.9 FM PRESENTS | 
END OF EXAMS DANCE PARTY! | 
wm SHOUT OUT OUT OUT OUT 


WITH DIETZCHE V AND THE ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN 
DJ DUSTY GROOVES (NRLMS WLCM SNDSYSTM DJ CREW) 


uld rather not talk about is 


mired by many, including — 


m 
ШЕШІПТІ 
ALLAGES — 
.&LICENSED | 


n only imagine my delight, 
then, when I received a juicy tidbit of 
information from a friend about the 
stills while I was preparing to inter- 
view the Montreal indie darlings. 

Apparently, the Stills used to be a 


SONIC 102.9 FM PRESENTS 


THE STILLS 


WITH THE DIABLEROS 


ska band of no small renown called 
the Undercovers. This friend further 
informed me that the members of the 
band formerly known as the Under- 
covers don’t much like to talk much 


about their spotty past. 
“It's not true that we don't like to 
talk about it—I love to talk about it. It 
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BLACK GOLD 
BIG BAND emm 


SIXTH ANNUAL SPRING SWING 


TIX $12 IN AOV 
NO MINORS , 


AWOL ONE 


THE 4TH ANNUAL HEAVYWEIGHT MIC FIGHT MC BATTLES 
TO WIN CASH PRIZES 


wm CADENCE WEAPON 
reaturins DJ WEEZILL (ғомантон) 


м50, HIP HOP BEAR (wee), ROYAL T (cat), 
DJ WAKUT (вс). ano DJ NATO (Ерм) 


U OF A INFO DESKS. AND THE POWERPLANT 


WWW.SU-VENUES.CA 


Forn more info, call 492- 2048 or visit wwW.Su-venues.ca 
The Powerplant i5 a service of Your Students Union for UofA Students, staff, 
All shows are no minors unless otherwise stated and 


10 pm unless otherwise stated 
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CHAD VANGAALEN & BLOOD MERIDIAN | 


MAY 21.2006//STARLITE ROOM | 


10030.102.ST//DOORS 8 PM //18+ NO MINORS 


TICKETS: MEGATUNES/BLACKBYRD/LISTEN/POWERPLANT | 


TICKETMASTER.CA 451-8000 AND UNIONEVENTS.COM 
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Actually, the Stills aren't hiding a ska skeleton in the closet 


was a great experience—a huge learn- 
ing experience being in that band,” 
guitarist Tim Fletcher insists. "Maybe 
you can help dispel the rumours." 
With that bit of disappointingly un- 
explosive gossip out of the way (and, 
sadly, no opportunity for a doot-doo- 
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de qns 


vu cur mail 


ise 


E Tickets on 


dle-oot-doot), I commenced with a 
more mundane who-are-your-influ- 
ences, what's-up-with-the-new-album 
line of questioning, focusing with no 
small amount of predictability on the 
band's new album Without Feathers. 
"Without Feathers is a Woody Allen 
book—he took the title from an Emily 
Dickinson book," explains Fletcher. 


"For us it's about getting to the core of 
things. Like when you take everything 
away, it's just the fundamentals." 


THE FUNDAMENTALS are what the 
Stills were trying to get at when they 
wrote this album; Fletcher says they 
changed the way they arrange their 
music in order to get down to the 


essence of what makes a band. 

"We arranged it together as a 
whole band [in their rehearsal space], 
instead of in the studio. It was a real 
collective effort," he says. "We really 
wanted to work together as a live 
band and be inspired by each others’ 
musicianship." 

Until their show this Friday at the 
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Powerplant, the Stills will be amusing 
themselves with a game they invented 
in their RV, which involves two bang 
members, a backseat and acrobatic 
manoeuvers performed by a smal] 
horse. I suppose you can ask them 
about it at the show, if you like. Unti 
then, though, keep on rockin’ in the 
free world, апа... м 
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REVUE / TUE, APR 25 / FRANZ FERDINAND & DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE / SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE As schizophrenic as it initially 
seemed to book Wussy emo-popsters and new-new-wave dance rockers on the same tour, you must be doing something right if your 
hows sell out in minutes across North America. Nearing the end of their spring co-headlining tour, Death Cab for Cutie and Franz Fer- 
dinand breezed into Edmonton last Tuesday to play for basically everyone in Edmonton who wasn't watching hockey at the time. First 
yp was Death Cab, and the crowd seemed to enjoy their melodious piano and guitar riffs, singing along to all of the songs. Later, head- 
liners Franz Ferdinand's ethos of broken quitar strings and music to make the girls dance had the crowd burning holes in their shoes. 
he Scotsmen's art-rock hits were very well received and were followed by what can only be described as a thunderous noise sig- 
‘railing some sort of impending doom—or, you know, demanding an encore, which featured both bands jamming together, sending the 
happy crowd out in to the night with plenty of time to see the Oilers win in OT. —BARBARA CHUNG / barbara@vueweekly.com 
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‘Any singer can sing notes; 
I want something from the heart’ 


SARAH CHAN / sarah vueweekly.com 
ne would assume that a singer 
Оз: hits it big on Broadway 
and moves to New York to be a 
star in Mama Mia would never return to 
humble Canadian beginnings. Louise 


Pitre, however, would not think of per- 
manently forsaking her roots for a the 


so-called glamour of life in Manhattan. 
Instead, the French-Canadian 
singer recently moved back to Canada 
and is embarking on new work in her 
native country. Her visit to the Win- 
spear this weekend is just one of the 
exciting things on Pitre's horizon, and 
she'll undoubtedly impress with her 


Open Season features additional music and honed hidden gems that have 


up to now, been left hanging in suspension... remixes and collaborations from 


From intimate demo and acoustic versions of songs, to dance and rare 


groove remixes, collaborations with other singers, covers of her material 


and even songs Feist recorded that didn't originally make it on Let It Die, 


these creations have finally found a home. 
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professional pedigree and exacting 
musical standards. 

The vocalist knows what she is 
looking for in a live performance. "I'm 
looking for someone who is really 
real," she says. "Any singer can sing 
notes; І want something from the 
heart. I want some life to be given m 
and that's what I think I give. I thin! 
you should never half do something 
Don't you dare walk through it, do it 
like you mean it—that's my motto." 

Pitre's performance at the Winspear 
will be her first, and she is excited to 
experience one of North America's 
most notable venues before she goe 
back to Toronto to take a role in a 
new Andrew Lloyd Webber musical 
Of the Winspear, friends in the indus- 
try have told her, "Oh my God, you're 
in for a treat!" 

Edmontonians will have the chance 
to hear samples from Pitre's previous 
and most recent Broadway perform- 
ances, including Les Miserables, Oliver, 
Funny Girl and Annie Get Your Gun, in 
addition to selections from her cur- 
rent CD, Shattered. 

Pitre has kept a realistic attitude 
towards her career, and although her 
passion is singing and entertaining 
she has priorities. “You know, I'm not 
20 years old, I don’t want to live out 
of a suitcase ... I couldn't do it without 
my family, they're too important," she 
shares. "Work is not number one in 
my life—the business dictates that it 
should be that way, but I don't believe 
that's the way it should be. I think it's 
okay to say, ‘no, I won't take that, it 
won't feel right to me." 

"You can't take yourself too serious- 
ly," she continues. "You can't just wal- 
low in the adoration of other people; 
that doesn't make you a more impor- 
tant person." w 
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ROBINELLA 
SOLACE FOR THE LONELY 
DUALTONE 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
The singularly named 
Robinella sings songs about 
love, but they're not black 
ШЫЛЫ and white visions of either 
joyful happiness or painful heartbreak; 
instead, she touches on the full spec- 
trum of colours, avoiding the cloying 
sentimentality that mars the prepack- 
aged love songs of so many of today's 
pop princesses. That's not to say that 
Robinella should even be thought of as 
pop—her writing is far deeper than 
that, as she sings of burdens, loneliness 
and faith, sometimes in the same song. 
There's a looseness to the playing 
that lets Robinella's vocals breathe; 
she doesn't come in and nail the notes 
right on top of the beat, instead merely 
sliding into them. And the band does 
more than simply support Robinella— 
the musicians shine throughout, giv- 
ing each song its own personality. 
"Press On" flows forward on a subtle, 
rolling drum beat, punctuated with 
tasteful crashes of the cymbals, "Down 
the Mountain" rises up on a slow 
rhythm, flecked with a touch of blue- 
grass, and "Little Boy" rides a cool soul 
groove that leaves you grinning, much 
like this album does. 


THERED TREE 
VAGRANT 
CASSANDRA KYLE / cassandra 2 vueweekly.com 
Music technology has come 
“ а long way in the last few 
years, and yet no one has 
THSIS Ok figured out how to get a 
truly "live" sound from inside a 
e 
ISt- 
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01. everything all the time band of horses 
02. garden ruin calexico 

03. alan vital pretty girls make graves 

04. mr. beast mogwai 

05. axis of evol pink mountaintops 


recording studio. This is a major prob- 
lem for Moneen, a band who sounds 
great live but comes across a little 
mediocre on their latest album, The 
Red Tree. = 

I hate to use that word that starts 
with an “E” and ends with a “mo,” but 
with never-ending laments over lost 
love, Moneen comes dangerously 
close to being classified as such. I 
would hate to see these Ontarians lose 
their rightful place in the Canadian 
music scene, but one can only take so 
much whining about ex-girlfriends. 

There are some highlights on the 
album, though. The fifth track, "This is 
All Bigger Than Ме,” is probably the 
best on the album: singer Kenny 
Bridges's emotions really come out in 
this song; it's just too bad this is the 
only track where his feelings don't 
sound contrived. If you really want to 
listen to Moneen, though, I guess 
you'll have to see them live—their 
recordings, while passable, just don't 
do them justice. 


PILATE 
SELL CONTROL FOR LIFE'S SPEED 
MAPLE MUSIC 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan vueweekly.com 
It has been brought to my 
attention by more than one 
person that perhaps I was a 
ЕБ, little harsh when reviewing 
the latest effort by Stabilo last week. I 
may have given the impression that I 
thought all spacey, ethereal music in 
the vein of U2 or Coldplay was total 
bullshit. This may have been what I 
said, but come on, guys, read between 
the lines! I was probably just exagger- 
ating. Or maybe I was totally high. 
Anyway, to prove that I have an 
open mind, this week I took home 
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some more wussy music to see what 
the problem was, and I've figured | 
out: it's not me, 1/5 you. I mean, Pilate 
has put together a really good album 
here. It's still real wussy and every- 
thing, but the difference is the focus 
This record has way more focus musi- 
cally and lyrically than most of the 
music I was referring to last week. | 
actually (yikes) enjoyed it. 

So, anyway, I'm standing by all the 
pot shots I took at Stabilo, but I'm 
sorry if I painted every member oí 
what is apparently more than a few 
people's favourite genre of music with 
the same brush. Crybabies. 


SAM ROBERTS 
CHEMICAL CITY 
UNIVERSAL 


- EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


Chemical City sounds like a 
Sam Roberts album, thanks 
in large part to the return of 
TERK tis tendency to drag each 
vocal line out almost to the point 
where it becomes uncomfortable 
Musically, though, Roberts eschews 
the tight rock of “Don’t Walk Away 
Eileen” in favor of spreading his wings 
and trying out some weightier sounds 
from the psychedelic undertow of 
“Mind Flood” to the layered produc- 
tion that conjures up the progressive 
rock sounds of yesteryear. 

While it’s nice that Roberts is will- 
ing to try out something new, the 
album sometimes feels as though he’s 
simply testing the waters, rather than 
jumping right in. “The Gate” ends up 
sounding cluttered, and “Bridge to 
Nowhere” doesn’t quite generate the 
urgency it screams out for. There’s 
more success in other places, though, 
especially the modern day folk of 
“Uprising Down Under,” the wild 
abandon of “The Resistance,” and the 
restrained piano ballad “A Stone 
Would Cry Out.” 

Roberts might still be finding his 
footing as he experiments with his 
writing, but part of the thrill of music 
is to take that journey with him. 


THE STREETS 
ШЕП WAY TO MAKE AN EASY 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
I can't be the only one that's 
incredibly tired of artists 
whining about how hard it is 
THIS SUCKS being famous. Potential sex- 
ual partners throw themselves at you, 
and drugs are plentifully offered up on 
a silver platter. Boo-fucking-hoo. 

Take Mike Skinner of the Streets. In 
2002, he took the UK hip-hop world 
by storm with his debut Original Pirate 
Material, a record that was as fresh as 
they come. And while his latest, The 
Hardest Way to Make an Easy Living, is 


MC LARS! 


something of a step up from his soph- 
omore release, fuck is it ever boring! 
And sappy. And self-indulgent. 

Skinner does have a way with 
words, but his third album sees his 
mostly uninspired rhymes paired with 
boring, one-dimensional beats and 
poorly sung choral bits. “Two Nations 
Divided,” for example, has Skinner 
painfully trying to attain notes out of 
reach. And the poignancy he tries to 
reach in his fidelity meditation "AII 
Goes Out the Window" is as forced as 
a constipated attempt at taking a shit. 

The only shining light on the album 
is the title track. It still sees Skinner 
trying to wrap his brain around his 
fame, but it also features the fully 
rounded, darker beats of his debut. 

There's no way around it—there are 
just some albums that sound old 
before your iPod's shuffle mode has 
discovered them. It just sucks when it 
happens to a record that you were 
excited about. 


MC LARS 
THE GRADUATE 
HORRIS 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


MC Lars is not a rapper. He's з 


not even really a musician. 
He's a walking, rapping, ter- 
ES rible-beat-making argument 
against postmodernism. In fact, he is 
quite possibly the strongest argument 
against postmodernism I've ever 
heard. 

He doesn’t actually rap, he just 
coats obvious pop cultural refer- 
ences in whiny humour and para- 
noid self-depreciation, as if the fact 
that he points out how terrible he is 
somehow saves him from sucking. 
He's an equal-opportunity name 
dropper, throwing in everything from 
KRS One to Chaucer, but with all the 
depth and cleverness of a failing 
first-year English student who just 
read a Wikipedia article on the histo- 
ry of rap. 

His idea of poignant cultural criti- 
cism is to write lyrics like "LOL, 
OMG, yo, BRB / Space, colon, dash, 
closed parenthesis" in a song about 
the current youth generation titled— 
hold on a second, because you're not 
going to believe the stunning clarity 
of his insight into our human condi- 
tion—"iGeneration." You know, like 
iPod? And you know how all of us 
have iPods? Holy fuck is that clever! 
And insightful! And original! And 
awesome! 

MC Lars sounds like a third-rate 
member of the Bloodhound Gang, 
but—and I never thought I'd write 
this—he's not as clever. He's wholly 
original, of course, but only because— 
1 hope—anyone who made music this 
fucking terrible would have the good 
sense to pull the plug before record- 
ing it. м 


Matthew Belton discusses 
Radiohead's Kid A 
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Matthew Belton, better known to 
Edmontonians as one-stop electronic- 
music tour de force Westfalia, is 
maybe the most self-deprecating 
musician on the local music scene. 

His website, where you'll find MP3 
samples of his off-the-laptop musical 
compositions, is westfaliasucks.com. 
His MySpace.com bio explains that 
"he makes annoying laptop pop and 
enjoys writing about himself in the 
third person." 

But despite his 
tongue-in-cheek self-crit- 
icism, Belton is emerging 
as a real electronic tune- 
smith of note. So, maybe 
it should come as no sur- 
prise that the album that 
Belton picked as the one 
that most influenced his 
musical career is Kid A, Radiohead's 
2000 masterpiece. 

What made Kid А so significant is 
that Radiohead recorded the album 
under extreme pressure. The band's 
previous effort, OK Computer, a 
sprawling rock opus which explored 
how emotion and human nature could 
survive in a technological world, was 
widely heralded as one of the greatest 
albums of the '90s. So, what to do for 
a follow-up? 

Instead of turning their backs on 
technology, Radiohead embraced 
synths, computers and canned percus- 
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Made with equal parts 
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sion. Kid A showed that electronic 
music could work, even when played by 
a four-piece rock band. From Yorke's re- 
sequenced vocal from the opening 
"Everything In Its Right Place" to the 
"Blue Monday"-esque dancefloor vibe 
of "Idioteque," Radiohead showed 
everyday quitar-rock fans that they need 
not fear the samplers and Macs. 

At least that's how it came off to 
Belton, who, growing up in small-town 
Alberta, was not exposed to a lot of 
electronic music. 

"|t was the album that really opened 
my eyes to electronic music," he says. 
“| grew up in the Pigeon Lake area and 
out there—as in most rural areas, | 
assume—it was hard to 
find out about different 
types of music. The only 
music you thought exist- 
ed was what they played 
on the Bear. 

"But when | discov- 
ered Radiohead and Kid 
A, | was thrown into a 
world | had never 
known. | had already been playing qui- 
tar for a while, so | bought as many 
effects pedals as | could and started 
doing more experimental music. After 
a while, | began to fool around with 
computer programs in class and even- 
tually bought a laptop." 

Belton will take everything he has 
learned into the studio this summer, 
where he plans to record an album 
that combines both traditional rock 
instruments and electronics. 

"It will be very different irom every- 
thing else that has come before it,” 
promises Belton. w 
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. Roy Simmons's bio § 
a whole new meaning to 


- “put me in coach” 


2/3 DOLLAR BILL 


ШЫ | RICHARD BURNETT 
| threedollarbill o vueweekly com 


"| met this guy named Mike in east Palo 
Alto. He was a fast-talking Cuban dude 
built squat like a spark plug, with wide 
shoulders and big hips [and] | found 
[his] energy attractive, which is why ! 
did him," recalls NFL football star Roy 
Simmons. 
. “Mike had а Winnebago,” Simmons 
continues. "He kept a shitload of crack 
balled up in a lump of wax paper on the 
kitchenette counter ... we smoked and 
drank and smoked some more. | was 

«feeling that particular way so | blew him 

a second time." 

* So begins Simmons’ 

~ just-published drug- and 

sex-drenched memoir, 
Out of Bounds: Coming 
Out of Sexual Abuse, 
Addiction and My Life of 
Lies in the NFL Closet. 

Now, if you hadn't 
heard of Simmons prior 
to his book, he was an 
offensive lineman for 
the New York Giants 
and Washington Red- 
skins (with whom he 
won the Super Bowl in 
1984) from 1979 to 
1985. He came out on national TV on 
Phil Donahue back in 1992. 

But you likely heard him on TV at this 
years Super Bowl loudly charging he was 
denied access to the Super Bowl media 
centre because he is gay and HIV-positive. 

It was a classic and very successful 
publicity stunt, though Simmons tells 
me seriously, "I'm still waiting for an 
apology." 

| don't believe he'll get one from the 
NFL, especially after Simmons appeared 
on Howard Stern's Sirius Satellite radio 
show and, given the names John Elway, 
Dan Marino and Joe Montana, was 
asked to play "kill, fuck, marry." 

"Kill Elway, fuck Marino, marry Mon- 
tana," Simmons replied. But that's not 
all: Simmons also dropped a bomb— he 
estimated there are at least "one or 
two" gay players on each NFL team. 

Which explains why the NFL—the 
most macho of North America's sports 
leagues—reportedly employs a secret 
society of investigators who look for and 
report on gay NFL players who frequent 
gay bars 

"You know what | heard?" Simmons 
asks me. "That there's a secret organiza- 
tion of gay NFL players. Is it true? I've 
been out of the NFL for a long time, but | 
think it's too risky for these guys. Why 
would someone making a big salary, 
who could be married, why put ail that 
in jeopardy?” 

In New York Times award-winning 
sportswriter Mike Freeman's 2003 book 
Bloody Sundays: Inside the Dazzling, 
Rough-and-Tumble World of the NFL, 
one explosive chapter details “a secret 
society of some 100 to 200 gay and 
bisexual NFL players ... there are at least 


several gay players on each team, 
maybe more.” 

Not surprisingly, the media largely 
ignored Freeman's book. 


THE MEDIA ISN'T ignoring Simmons’ 
book, though, which may hurt his 
chances of ever being employed by the 
NFL again. This is despite the fact that 
outgoing NFL commissioner Paul Tagli- 
abue, who exits this July after 15 years 
at the helm, was honoured last autumn 
by PFLAG (Parents, Friends and Families 
of Lesbians and Gays) for his public sup- 
port of his openly gay son Drew. 

1 mentioned this to Simmons, along 
with the fact that I've also interviewed 
David Kopay and Esera Tuaolo, the only 
two other NFL players to come out of 
the closet, in this col- 
umn. Both of them told 
те they've encountered 
resistance from the NFL 
with anything that has 
to do with them. 

Simmons replied, “At 
this point the three of us 
haven't conferenced 
together, but | hope, one 
day, we three will get 
together and initiate 
something. But | think 
you're totally correct: 
the NFL may have 
turned their back on me 
because of the book. As 
for the commissioner, I've always had 
good things to say about him but he 
could have done more." 

Simmons’s very readable book details 
being molested as a child, his wild 
nights playing in the hypersexual NFL, 
the birth of his daughter in 1981, his 
descent into crack hell and hustling (get- 
ting $20 per trick) after his pro football 
career, as well as contracting HIV, plus 
his recent stints in rehab and current job 
working as a supervisor in а Long Island 
drug halfway house. 

About his life on the "down low"—a 
term used to describe closeted black 
bisexual and gay men—Simmons quips, 
"[The term] is a way to segregate black 
gays from white gays." 

Writing Out of Bounds was therapeu- 
tic, Simmons says. He also discusses 
Bible studies today in less anti-gay terms 
than he did last year when he talked 
about his "former [gay] lifestyle" on Pat 
Robertson's TV show The 700 Club on the 
Christian Broadcasting Network. 

"Bible studies are good," Simmons 
tells me. "You say [the Bible] doesn’t like 
us. My thing with that is it's an individual 
thing. Each of us has to be accountable 
for our own acts. We all have our own 
personal relationship with the higher 
power, whether you call it God or not." 

Simmons also says, “I think coming 
out as HIV-positive was more difficult 
than coming out [as gay]. It was scarier.” 

But when | ask him if his daughter 
and mom have read his memoirs, Sim- 
mons replies quietly, “My mother still 
reads it sparingly. We haven't really 
talked about it yet.” 

Clearly, more difficult days lie ahead 
for Roy Simmons. w 


Hotel, Kingsway Ave (453-2638) • An understanding of 
‘what racism looks like in Edmonton's workplaces, how it 
affects quality of life and an exploration of innovative 
approaches to overcome racial/discriminatory barriers for 
visible minorities e May 3 (9:30am and 7pm) * Free 


CHINESE LANGUAGE EDUCATION CONSORTIUM 
Centre for Education, 1 Kingsway (429-8442) • 
Meeting + May 5 (10am-3pm]. 


CITY OF EDMONTON PUBLIC MEETINGS • 
www,edmonton.ca * Edmonton Chinese Christian Church, 
8810-75 Ave; Public meeting to discuss proposed changes 
for Hazeldean Neighbourhood; Thu, May 4 * Best Western 
Westwood Inn, Ebony 1 Room, 18035 Stony Plain Rd; 
Meeting to discuss proposed changes for Northwest 
Edmonton Suder Greens Neighbourhood; Thu, Apr. 27 (7pm) 


CONVERSATION CAFÉ Unity of Edmonton Church, 
13212-106 Ave е Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne 
Racine * Every Tue (1-3pm) 


ADAY OF REST AND RENEWAL Edmonton General 
Hospital (447-9301) е Caregivers’ conference, introduc- 
ing skills and information, and featuring music by 
Alexandra Munn (piano) е Sat, Мау 6 (Sam-4pm) * 
$25 (incl lunch) at Alberta Caregivers Association, 
www.AlbertaCaregiversAssociation.org 

EDMONTON AFRICAN VIOLET AND 
SOCIETY Muttart Conservatory 9626-96 St (486-2343) + 
Annual show • Apr. 29-30 (11ат-5рт) е Meeting on the 
151 Mon ea month at the Lions Senior Centre, 11113-113 St 


EDMONTON CHINESE BILINGUAL EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION Ottewell Junior High School, 9435-73 
Ste Monthly meeting = May 1 (7pm). 


ELECTORAL DYSFUNCTION Westwood Unitarian, 
11135-65 Ave (434-5819) © Free public forum with 
Doug Baillie, of FairVote Alberta • Apr. 30 (7:30pm) 


GETTING A GRIP ON LAND USE PLANNING Edmonton 
Rm, Staniey A. Milner Library basement (496-6238) е Тһе 
City of Edmonton invites you to join them in exploring our 
land use planning system-what it is, what it means, and 
how it works е Thu, Apr. 27 (Зат-4рт part 1, 6:30- 
9:30pm part 2) e $30, pre-register 

Planning .academy@edmonton.ca 


GREAT Hostel International, 10547-81 
Ave (454-6216) е Slide show, The Arctic - Resolute To 
Greenland (2004) presented by Edna Jolly e May 8 
(7:30pm) 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING FOR WORK- 
ERS KILLED AND INJURED ON THE JOB City Hall, 
City Room, 1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq {708-6555).° Fri, 
Арг 28 (6.20pm door) е Free. 


LANDSCAPING WITH NATIVE PLANTS Riverdale 
Hall, 9231-100 Ave * Presented by the Edmonton 
Naturalization Group featuring speaker Ric LeBlanc + 
Sun, Apr. 30 (7-8:30рт)  $5/free (local Riverdalians) 


LIVING WITH LOSS (454-1231) © Presentation on griev- 
ing and supporting those who grieve е Mill Woods Town 
Centre Library, 2331-66 51: May 9 (6:30-8:30рт) e 
Northgate Lions Seniors Centre, 7524-139 Ave; May 10 
(10am-noon) 


LUNCH AND LEARN City Hall, Heritage Rm * An 
Overview of Research Project: Assessing Domestic 
Violence and the Dynamics of Restorative Justice 
Mediation, lecture presented by Dianne Dalley * May 10 
(пооп-1рт) * Free 


NOURISHING FOODS, NOURISHING TRADITIONS 
Old Timers Cabin, 9430 5сопа Rd (417-3952) • Lecture 
by Sally Fallon, author of the nutritional cookbook 
Nourishing Traditions • Sun, May 7 (1-5pm) e $15 
(ва)/$25 (for two) at The Big Fresh 


ROMANCE WRITERS OF EDMONTON Grant 
McEwan, Rm 5-238, 
www.romancewritersedmonton.com * First and third 
Thu ea. month (7-9:30pm) 


TOURETTE SYNDROME FOUNDATION Academy of 
King Edward, 100 51, 86 Ave + Support groups for 
adults with TS, or parents of a child with TS on the Ist 
Wed ea month е Wed, May 3 (7-9pm) е 
www.tourette ca. 


TRADITIONAL JAPANESE TEA CEREMONY 
Devonian Botanic Gardens, Highway 60, 5km north of 
Devon (987-2064) * At the Ozawa Pavilion, Kurimoto 
Japanese Garden е May 7 (1:30pm) 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION Meet at Bonnie 


Doon recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave (456-9046) • Free guided 
hike, approx. 10 km at Pipestone • Sun, Apr. 30 (Sam) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus % Sex, sexual, 
gender differences in education and culture focus group ® 
Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre.qrace@ualberta ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP bwcoffee- 
group@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and bisexu- 
al women * Second Wed each month (7:30pm) 

BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 

BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (489-6636) * 
Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 e Mon: Amateur strip contest 
(12:30); DJ Alvaro, Ashley Love ® Tue: Free pool, Malebox, 
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Squiggles, Yohko Оп-по = Fri: OJ Alvaro dance party, male 
if * Sat Theme parties, leather/fetish dungeon, 
free pool, pool toumament, DJ Arrowchaser e Sun: 
Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair 
(11pm), DJ Eddy Toonflash 
DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) * Open 24/7 e www.gayedmonton.com 
EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business com- 
munity * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456- 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact? Ghivedmonton.com е 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns: 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies 
and support staff + Third Thu each month (fall/winter 
terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) е Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV е Every Tue 
(7-9pm): Support group е Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (81 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) е 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African lan- 
guages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-5pm) е Free 
{member)/$10 (membership) е Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves ейт * Recreational and com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate. Socializing after practices е Every Tue 
and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 10010-109 St (488- 
3234) • Open 10am-10pm * Open 10am-10pm e GLBT 
and Supporters Community and Resource Centre: Drop-in, 
use the library, TV room, community access computers. 
Join a group or take part in special programming е Bears 
Movie Night; Bears Club: fast Sun ea-month (1-брт, TV 
room) * Trans Education/Support Group: Support and 
education for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, 
two-spirited and questioning individuals; first, third, last 
Sun ea month (2-4pm) • Sunday Night Men's Discussion 
Group: Mens social and discussion group; every Sun 
(7pm), Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com ж 
Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with themed movies 
and discussion afterwards; every Mon * Womens. 
Spirituality Group: Drumming circle facilitated by Kuaitzi; 
2nd Tue ea month (7pm, TV room) е Bisexual Discussion 
Group: Mixed social and discussion group drop-in, facili- 
tated by Vanessa edmbigroup@yahoogroups.com; first, 
third Tue ea month (7pm Meeting Room А) е Community 
Potluck Dinner: Second Mon ea month (7-9рт) * 
Meditation Circle: Drop-in, facilitated by Hanne Csanyi, 
hanne@fyrewind.com; 1st/3rd Wed ea month; Meeting 
Room A; $5 • The HIV Positive GLBT Support Group: 
Drop-in support group facilitated by Mark (HIV Outreach); 
every 2nd Thu (7-9pm) е Youth Understanding Youth: 
Youth support and social group; every Sat (7-Spm); 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy ж 
Womonspace: 1st Sat ea month (10am-Tpm) e. Prime 
Timers: Monthly member meetings * Community Potluck 
Dinner: 2nd Mon ea month (6:30pm) е GLBT Seniors Drop- 
In: Every Thu (10:30ат-3:30рт) * In Together Out 
Together Get Together: A welcoming group for GLBT mem- 
bers in their 20s, 30s and 40s hosted by Robert Blatchford 


BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance 
1890-0038) е Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) е Open Sun-Thu 
Bpm-3am, Fri-Sat Врт-4ат е” Wed: Amateur strip with 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro е Thu: Rotating 
shows: Sticky's open stage and the Weakest Link game 
second and last Thu with DJ Jazzy Fri: Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: New European music with DJ Outtawak 
Downstairs: DJ Jazzy • Sat: Every Sat like new years: 
Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with DJ Jazzy; 
Downstairs: New music with DJ Dan and Mike * Long 
weekend Sundays: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show: 
Every long weekend with DJJazzy  Tue-Thu $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non- 
member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) е Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) е Open Daily 
(noon) е Sat-Wed: With Annie and Tizzy (7-12pm) = 
Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BEATING AIDS-STUDENTS DRUMMING FOR 
AFRICA! Ross Sheppard, 13546-111 Дуе, www.ainem- 
babazi.org (975-1116) • Featuring Speakers Ruth 
Shapiro, Walter Kipp, and Franziska Satzinger as well 
as drumming, student art and silent auction to raise 
funds for children affected by the AIDS crisis in Uganda 
* Fri, Арг 28 (7pm) е Free, donations are welcome 


BECHA KPACHA-VESNA KRASNA Muttart 
Conservatory, 9626-96A St (496-8755) * A celebration о! 
Ukrainian art featuring folk-art, choral concerts, pysanka 
demonstrations, traditional weaving, dancing and more ” 
Until June 4 


BELTANE BASH Royal Canadian Legion Norwood 
Branch, 1150-82 St, www.panfest.net (456-1204/420- 
1757) * Celtic festival of flowers, maypoles; a semi- 
formal dinner/dance е Арг 29 (6p-Tam) • $50 (semi- 
formal dinner/dance) at TIX On The Square, Where 
Faeries Live 


BETRAYED: THE STORY OF CANADIAN MER- 
CHANT SEAMEN Metro Cinema, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq, www.mayweek ab.ca (708-6555) е 
Documentary about a Canadian labour story with major 
international Implications, by Vancouver's Elaine Brière 
* Thu, Арг 27 (7pm) • $8 (adult)/$6 (student/senior) 


CAPITAL HEALTH CUBAN CABARET Azucar Latin 

Nightclub, 11733-78 St (420-1757) + Fundraiser for the 
ALS clinic starting with free dance lessons (8:30pm) fol- 
lowed by Latin band America Rosa (10:30pm) е Fri, Apr. 


EVENTS 


Ma lle Raye ea eh 


Quests © Thu: Wet Undies Contest (12:30 with DJ 


pamon мени eae а 
Commerce Place « Bano art exit 
the Children of Chornobyl Canadian Fund « 


27 (8-30am-5pm) 


DINING OUT FOR LIFE www diningoutforlife com 
(488-5768) • Presented by HIV Society: Living Positive 
* Thu, Apr. 27 * Various restaurants will donate 255; 
of that day's food sales to help those living with 
HIV/AIDS, funds go to the Edmonton Persons Living 
with HIV Society: Living Positive. 

EDMONTON FASHION WEEK Planet Ze Design 
Centre, 10055-80 Ave, www.edmontonfashionweek.com 
(428-3499) е Until Apr. 28 е Couture designer; Apr. 28 
{7pm door) е Sample sale/trunk show; Мау 5-8; free е 
All-size fashions for men and women; Sat, May 6 (12 
8pm) * Designers and retailers from across Canada; 
Sun, May 7 (12-8pm) * $5 (per show)/$20 (all shows) 


EDZIMKULU-CHANGING LIVES Santa Maria Goretti 
Centre, 11050-90 St (453-6281) • Dinner and silent-auction, 
fundraiser for programs to benefit the citizens of Ndawana 
* Fri, Apr. 28 (6:30pm cocktails, 7:30pm dinner) е $75 
FAITH, FITNESS AND FUN 5K WALK/RUN Rundie 
Park, www.runningroom.com (447-2993, ext. 256) е 
Fundraiser for Newman Theological College and St 
Joseph Seminary * Sat, Apr. 29 = Registration on 
line or at the Running Room 


LABOUR CABARET Bonnie Doon Hall, 9240-93 St, 
www.mayweek абса (708-6555) е Featuring Souljah Fyah 
(reggae), RadioVacana, Kevin Cook (singer/songwriter), 
Shimaisha Robinson (aka Dwennimmen, spoken word) * 
Sat, Apr. 29 (7pm) * $10 at Earth's General Store 
LUPUS SOCIETY OF ALBERTA Rosslyn Community 
Hall, 11015-134A Ave (478-5326) • Pub Night: 
Featuring Captain Tractor and Brad Shymr * Fri, Apr. 28 
{8pm} е $25 (adv)/$30 (door) 


NFTW 2006 FAIR TRADE FILM FEST Stanley Milner 
Library, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (434-9236) е Featuring 
Walmart: The High Cost of Low Price; Stolen Childhoods; 
Buyer Be Fair as well as several film shorts, a history of 
labour posters exhibit, and an info-fair and marketplace е 
Sat, May 6 (noon-Bpm] е Admission by donation/free (low 
income) е www.edmontonsmallpress.org 


POP CULTURE FAIR Edmonton Aviation Heritage 
Centre, 11410 Kingsway Ave (860-0272) • Featuring 
records, toys, comics and more • Sun, Apr. 30 (10am- 
4:30pm) + $5/free (senior/kids 12 and under) 

REEL FEMME 06 (489-2109) www.ewfs.ca е Feminist film 
festival е Apr 28-30 е Stanley A. Milner Public Library 
Theatre: Apr. 28-29 (screenings: 7pm, 8:30pm, 9pm) е Metro 
Cinema: Apr. 30 (screening: 1pm) * Pay-What-You-Can 
SAIF WOMEN'S SHOW Salvation army Community 
Centre, 165 Liberton Dr, St. Albert (460-2195) e Fashion 
shows, health information, and featuring speaker Wendy 
Sandwith е Sat, May 6 (11am-5pm) • $8 (adv) 
SPRING REUSE FAIR Allendale Community League, 
6330-105А St, www.edmonton.ca/waste (496-5666) е 
Unwanted, reusable household items are collected and 
passed on 10 charities, non-profits, artisans and schools 
that need them * Sat, Apr. 29 (10-2pm) е Free 
STARS OW ICE Rexall Place (451-8000) е Thu, May 4 
(7pm) е $30-$100 at TicketMaster 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SWING Coast Terrace Inn, 
4440 Gateway Boulevard (420-1757) е Trocadero 
Orchestra's afternoon tea dance • Sun, Apr. 30 (3-6pm) 
* $18 (incl. light refreshments) at TIX on the Square 


KARAOKE 


CASTLEDOWN'S PUB 16753-100 St * Every Tue 
(9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) » 
Every Sun (8pm-12); with Jeannie 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472- 
7696) * Every Thu 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd • 
Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Every Mon (9pm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue-Wed 
19:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

НАМ/КЕҮЕ5 TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) е Every Fri 
{8pm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 
HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave * Every Thu (8:30pm): 
with Prosound Productions 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) е 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) е Fridays 
karaoke (5pm-late]: with Chris. 

М0./05 Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan е Every 
Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions: 
O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) • 
Every Thu (9рт-1ат). 

ORLANDO'S 1 © Every Wed (9рт-1ат): with Off-Key 
Entertainment. 

ORLANDO'S 3 6104-104 St © Every Mon (9рт-1ат): 
with Off-Key Entertainment. 

PEPPERS Westmount Mall (М/), 135 St, 113 Ave (451- 
8022) * Every Thu (9:30pm-1:30am): with Gord from 
Stonerock Productions 

RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St, Uof A 
Campus • Hey, What Are These Tunes Called?: Name 
That Tune every Tue with Colin Krieger * Karaoke, 
baby: every Wed (Spm): with Colin and Darrell 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL • Downtown, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499); every Mon-Sat (9pm), Sun (7pm): with Ruth 
* Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) 
* Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu- 
Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat 
(8pm-Tam]: with Off-Key Entertainment 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) е Every Tue, Fri-Sat 
(7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 

YESTERDAY'S St. Albert * Every Thu (9:30pm-2am): 
with Off-Key Entertainment 


proceeds t» 
Until Apr 
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Let's pu your salary in perspective. If you 
eam more than $2 182 per year, you're 
wealthier than 85 per cent of the world's 
population. That's according to www.Glob- 
alRichList.com. Even though you're pretty 
well-off, however, l'm going to dare you to 
ask for more. It's the perfect astrological 
phas 2 to do so. The omens suggest that 

attract benefactors and drum up 
upport if you make even a half- 
mpt to get richer quicker. Your 
is to write down three things 
you could do to raise your income. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

Recently, | had minor eye surgery to close 
some tiny holes in my retina. It wasn't a 
big deal—just a preventive measure— 
and it didn't have any effect on my actual 
physical vision. The best part of the experi- 
ence happened because of the nurse who 
prepped me for the procedure. She used a 
felt-tip pen to write "yes" over my right 
eyebrow, ensuring that the surgeon would- 
n't aim the laser into the wrong eye. | did- 
n't wash off the "yes" until 24 hours after 
the operation, and was pleased at the 
unexpected effect it had. | found myself 
using my eyes more aggressively—with a 
greater hunger to study my surroundings. It 
was as if the written “yes” had given me a 
subliminal suggestion to switch on a figu- 
rative “yes” in my perceptual apparatus. 
Now l'm recommending this trick to you, 
Taurus, It's a perfect astrological moment 
to perk up your seeing. | dare you to write 


CLASSES 


елше 1o be a Martial Artist? 
Two-for-One Family Rates. Call Northern River Karate 
School 707-3693 to watch a class! 


Drop in Meditation Classes -Thursdays 7-9pm 
Practical guided meditations, teachings discussion and 
break. A warm community with resident Buddhist monk. 

welcome! Garneau United РІ. 11148-84 Ave 
i: 412-1006 www.MeditationEdmonton.org 


FOR SALE 


‘SALON FOR LEASE Across from Grant MacEwan 
downtown. Excellent price! Ready to operate. 
Call Chris for details at 952-7692 


GARAGE SALES 


HUGE RUMMAGE SALE 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 101 St & 84 Ave. 
Fri, Apr. 28 6-9pm; Sat, Apr. 29 9:30ат-1рт 


“yes” over both of your eyebrows. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

On some days you work on creating your 
tapestry, weaving each thread with care 
and artistry. On other days you inexplica- 
bly unravel the same tapestry, undoing 
your fine efforts. Is there some hidden 
purpose in this maddening rhythm—a 
strategy | can't fathom? Or is it fueled by 
a half-conscious compulsion you feel 
helpless to resist? Please get clear, Gemi- 
ni, about what's motivating you to take 
two steps forward, then two steps back- 
ward. I'd like to see you go at least three 
steps forward, two steps backward. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

“Ап idea that is not dangerous is unwor- 
thy of being called an idea at all,” said 
author Elbert Hubbard. | don't know if | 
would go quite that far, but | do like the 
Notion that the best ideas are disruptive 
tc the status quo. Your mission in the 
coming weeks, Cancerian, is to flirt with 
and even embrace ideas like that—revo- 
lutionary perspectives that tend to under- 
mine the way things have always been 
done and usher in fresh approaches to liv- 
ing the good life. For inspiration, you 
might want to check out The World Ques- 
tion Center (http://snipurl.com/lpik), 
which is collecting answers to the ques- 
tion "What is your dangerous idea?" 


LEO (JUL 23 -AUG 22) 

In the pagan calendar, the coming week 
brings Beltane, one of the major holidays 
of the year. Halfway between the spring 
equinox and the summer solstice, it 
marks a time of teeming fertility, when 
the life forces of the natural world are in 


EDS 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


Мете ee ЭЖ 
If you're tired of insufficient therapies call Heidi @ 
483- 


1658, 1-780-632-3515. Therapeutic massage 
Licence: 7439417-0017439415-001. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 | 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


WORKSHOPS 


же ЗӨ ы-ы. шш -2--- 
Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City Lights 


Toastmasters! Meetings Downtown every Tuesday at 
noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details 


Learn from the pro's, Voice-Over, writing, stand-up 
comedy and Radio announcing, This could be your 
ticket to an exciting new career. Workshops avail. 

now. Call Sharkey at 944-1686 or go on line 
Ittp: -studios. 


full bloom—in our bodies as much as in 
plants and animals. The effect is 
enhanced for you Leos by the fact that 
you're in the confidence-building phase of 
your personal cycle. As a result, you now 
have an excellent opportunity to get into 
the zone, where you can wield power 
with a playful spirit that's nourishing to 
everyone whose life you touch. 


VIRGO (AUG 73 - SEP 22) 

Bird-watchers in North Dakota are report- 
ing a host of unusual sightings. A moun- 
tain plover has been spotted for the first 
time since the 1930s. So has the Eurasian 
wigeon, a noisy duck that is rarely found 
outside of Europe and Asia. In addition, 
there have been visits by five other 
species that are unknown in the area. 
What's going on? Another by-product of 
global warming and the weird effects it's 
generating? Maybe. Whatever it is, Virgo, 
а metaphorically similar experience will 
soon occur in your sphere. You'll be min- 
gling with life forms and natural phenom- 
ena that you've never come in contact 
with up until now. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 27) 

Will the truth set you free? Maybe, but 
first it will set you on fire, metaphorically 
speaking. Once-you have been completely 


- consumed by the flames and been reborn 


out of the ashes like the mythical 
phoenix, then you might be able to figure 
out how to use the truth to set yourself 
free—and to set others free as well. As 
long as you're armed with the knowledge 
in this horoscope, Libra, the process 
won't hurt as much as you might imagine. 
In fact, the predominant sensation may 
be exultation. Here's some homework to 


Los Angeles Film Director 


TOM LOGAN in Edmonton to teach film 
seminars May 12 13 14 


Make your next audition shine! 


spaces le 5 
Don't miss out learning from the best іп 
North America! 

Call Today! 460-4607 


Check out his website at 
www.tomlogan.com 


I Sound Recording Studio 
Brand new state of the art, 2000 sq, ft. recording facility, 
now open in Yellowhead Centre. 

Featuring four separate recording rooms, a musicians 
lounge, and a console equiped with Protools НО 

Demo packages start at $200. 
Contact Steve 952-6848 for info 
Visit crystalsoundstudio.com 
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FOR $12.50 


1 Phone 426-1996 пот 9am-5pm Monday to Friday 


eweekly.com 


office@vui 
I Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 
*Deadline: 
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| *Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 
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get you started: write your three top fears 
опа piece of paper and burn it. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

The sun and Mercury are lighting up your 
astrological House of Relationships. 
Uranus, the planet of awakening, is ani- 
mating your House of Creativity, and is in 
a sweetly harmonious aspect with the 
expansive planet Jupiter, which is invigor- 
ating your House of Beginnings. What 
does it all mean? You have a fantastic 
opportunity to experiment with the ways 
you conduct your intimate alliances. | 
suggest that you have major fun as you 
introduce previously undreamed-of inno- 
vations into your three best bonds. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

"The biggest problem in the world could 
have been solved when it was small,” 
said the Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu. Let 
this advice serve as an early warning, 
Sagittarius. Unless you pounce immedi- 
ately, a simple little glitch will eventually 
turn into a huge, nightmarish puzzle 
Luckily, you now have all the resources 
you need to dispatch the annoyance with 
relative grace and ease. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 


Here are your magic words for the coming 
week: spree, frolic, whoopee, carouse, 
escapade, fiesta, and siesta. Invoke them 
often as you act out their meanings. And if 
your research into the altered states they 
stir up results in complaints from people 
who'd prefer you to act like a predictable 
machine, I've written the following excuse 
note for you to give them: Please forgive 
Capricoms for departing from their routine 
behavior, including, but not limited to, dis- 


obeying orders, defying fate, sticking out 
their tongues, belly-laughing at odd 
moments and dancing backwards on the 
tombstones of evildoers. They are current- 
ly under the influence of astrological fac- 
tors that tend to dissolve inhibitions and 
awaken dormant joy. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 10) 

It's Return to the Source Week for you, 
Aquarius—also known-as Listen to Your ^ = 
Wild Heart Week and Honor Your Core * 
Truths Week and Focus on the Juicy Gist 
Week. The best way to celebrate this pri- 
ority-sharpening, attention-honing time is 
to get twice as serious about feeding the 
one dream that's more important to you 
than all others. Now study the counsel of 
Malidoma Some, as expressed in his 
book Of Water and the Spirit. "No one's 
center is like anyone else's. Find your own 
center, not the center of your neighbor, 
not the center of your father or mother or 
family or ancestor, but the center that is 
yours and yours alone.” 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

For six and a half months in 1881, James 
Garfield was president of the United 
States. More impressive than the modest 
accomp ishments during his short time in 
office was his multilingual ambidexterity 
He could write a passage in Latin with oge 
hand even as he wrote in Greek with the * 
other hand. That kind of skill reminds me 
of the aptitudes you will have in the com- 
ing weeks, Pisces. If you so choose, you'll 
be able to take multitasking to profound 
new levels. Juggling will be your ruling 
metaphor. You may even be able to make a 
beautiful mess with one hand while creat- 
ing a dynamic peace with the other. м 
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April 28 to 30th, 2006 2,55 


Stanley A Milner Branch | 87 Sir Winston Churchill Square) 


April 28 - 7:00 PM 


April 30 


Metro Cinema (9828 - 101A Ave. Main Fir, Citadel Theatre) 8 
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~~ STUDIOS FOR RENT 


yrn рела 
Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 200-500 SF. 


Great Downtown location at the Great West Saddlery 
Bldg, 10137-104 St. Call Mike 429-4092. 


HELP WANTED 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
7 Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 10005 of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


START IMMEDIATELY 


24 Permanent Positions 
Available 

* 12 people for 9-1pm 

* 12 people for 5:30-9pm 


* Afternoon shifts also 
available 

* Hourly Wage 

е Great job for students 
or Extra Income 


702-5519 


EnglishIOverseas| 


С TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class c or 
Online/Correspondence 
1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar 
Tuesday @ 7pm 


Help Wanted 


Are you a music fan 
looking for 
part-time work? 


Come join our 


Please drop a resume 
off in person Tuesday 
through Sunday after 
8p.m., and Thursdays 
from 12p.m. on, at: 
10030-108 St 


Or call 428-1099 
for more info 


Hiring all positions 


The Starlite Room 


Velvet Underground 


Overseas Job 
Guaranteed! 


ARTIST TO ARTIST —— 


FREEe FREE RES FREE FREE 
mim e FREE® FREE FREE. 
. ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS. 

Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, 
providing the ad is non-profit. 

Ads of more than 20 words subject to regular price or 
cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, 
in person or by fax. Duplicate ads will not be pub- 
lished, except by mistake. Free ads will run for four 
weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please phone 
Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m office@vue- 
weekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is 
noon the Tuesday before publication. Placement will 
depend upon available space. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY - Director for major pro- 
duction, also, actors 18-50 years old. Call 487-9460. 


Paping н seeking experience for the 2006 
INGE FESTIVAL. If you are looking for an extra 
actress please call Alicia 458-8725 


[LE 
com for more info. 


Romance Writers of Edmonton meet 1st and 3rd 
Thu ea month at GMCC, Rm 5-1238, 7-9:30pm, 
WwWw.romancewritersedmonton.com 


SEBASTIAN 


PROFESSIONAL 


CASTING CALL 
Global Hair and Cosmetics CO. 
Now searching for fashion forward young 
adults for beauty association trade show in 
Edm., May 7 & 8 showcasing spring trends 
2006 from int'l guest artists. 
Casting Call-Sat. May 6th 10 am 
at Cutting Room 10536-124 St. 496-9977 


Call 604-685-1641 to register. 
Collect accepted. 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 
excellent condition, 


2 bedroom bungalow. Hardwood 
floors, ШШЕ e living room, 
bedroom and bath in basement. 
Steel fence. $118,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


"Aria in residence. ош ШҮП j 


May 31. Ph. 426-4180 fo or info. 


You're an artist, actor, musician, you need/want head- 
shots. l'm looking for ШЕ ШЕШ ТШ trade time 
for photos. Call Robert: 916-4662. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio features guest 
artists, Incl: Proposal; 10 slide: КЕШЕ байт із Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Non-union, trained actor and seeks role in 
Fringe play. Age range 24-38. Call Elaine at 439-8238 
or email Eelrod@shaw.ca. 


Now acceptin Із for short dance pieces 
to be included in DAZE benefit perform- 
ance on May 13. Ph: 439-9039. 


MUSICIANS 


MUSICIAN WANTED! Post hardcore band seeking 
frontman. Influences: Bleed the Dream and 
Underoath. Call Ryan at 918-5992 


If you like Celtic music, like to sing and harmonize, 


come and join our group. Call Marie at 435-6795. 


Hard Rock Metal Band 805 Style 
Looking for vocalist between 30-40 to complete band. 
Serious inquiries only. Call Dean 465-1646 


Looking to start а country band. Females 18+ pre- 
ferred. Exp, ability to play instrument and songwriting 
skills an asset. e-m: k-a.jones@hotmail.com 


Hard rock band seeks dedicated lead guitar. 
Skill, character, looks. Songwriting/vocals an asset. 
No drugs, Christian values. 922-2542. 


Bass player with vocals ready to tour-any tour 


duration, own gear. Call Mike at (780) 374-3638. 


Drummer wanted for rock/alternative band, Est. cover 


band, want to focus on original music. Luc 991-2506. 


VOLUNTEER 


International Children's Festival н May Мы 3) 


Deadline for volunteer regi 
www.childfest.com, Volunteer Hotline, т 


014 Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk 
youth in a drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947 or e-m: 


osyc@telus.net 


Help celebrate the diversity of francophone culture 
and heritage by volunteering at 
Edmonton's francophone music festival, June 23-25. 
Natacha Beauvais at 469-4401 or email 
benevoles@edmontonchante.ab.ca 


Tutors Needed. Assist adults with devel- 
opmental disabilities to acquire basic reading and 
writing skills. Support provided. 1-2hrs/wk. Various 
locations. Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 357. 


Mentors for Children/Youth. Supportive adult role 


models needed to share time and interests with kids 
in care. Evening or weekend placements, 2-3 hrs/wk. 
Various locations. Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 357. 
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CPAWS Edmonton Вогеа! Education: Volunteer 
Presenters needed. Contact CPAWS Ed. Team at educa- 


tion? cpaws-edmonton.org for info. 


Volunteer for Тһе Works 23-July 
Ph OS 122 fr hf p 


Living Positive, looking for volunteers to help with 
programs and fundraising activities. Ph 488-5768, e- 
m: info@edmlivingpositive.ca for info. 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs vol- 
unteers to take calls on their 24-hour Crisis Line. Ph. 
423-4102 for training dates. 


Master Composter Recycler Program; 496-5991, 
Www.edmonton.ca/waste 


Volunteer Board Members needed for Seniors 
Volunteer Driving Centre. Ph 732-1221. 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221. 


Become a distress line volunteer. Training classes 
begin in Sept or Nov. Ph The Support Network, 732- 
6648. ww.thesupportnetwork.com 


Clerical Assistant needed, help with telephone 
and filing, 1-2 days/week. Flexible. Ph Judy 424-3545 
ext. 249. 


The Great Human Race, 3km walk and 8km run. 
May 6, at the U of A Butterdome. for info/register 
www.GreatHumanRace.com 


Relay for Life: The Canadian Cancer раву е 
volunteers to assist with this event (May J. Ph. 
437-8419 for info, to register online at www.cancer.ca 


Help broadcast news nationally for the blind and 
print-restricted! E-m: 
edmonton@voiceprintcanada.com, ph 451-8331. 


TAKE A BUS AND SHOPPING TRIP, assist new 
immigrants on a bus trip to a grocery store to shop for 
essentials. Ph Judy 424-3545, 


мөлт Group. Ph FRAIS em can 


BE AN ESL TUTOR to new immigrants, daytime, 
weekdays. Ph Judy 424-3545. 


Local Food Basket Seeks Volunteers 
Wecan Food Риф ПА) 413-4525 www.wecan- 
сот 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in fam- 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and help to 
open the gates to community living in your area. 


Society of Seniors Caring About Seniors (SSCAS), driv- 
ers needed to assist frail seniors to appointments; 
$8/ride. Ph Val 465-0311. 


TEACH COOKING: Share recipes with immigrants, 
Thu or Sat. Ph Judy 424-3545. 


за. 


Spring Special 
$9.00 тоот 
$6.00lockers | 


mx IM 


Are you a voyeur? 
Are you a exibitionist? : 
Are you ready for this!!! 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm Daily 


Discreet Rear Entrance 451 - 5554 


iz 


11745 Jasper Ave. 24/7 
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E Reimbursement p 


research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement. 


ty. Summer only, Ph Judy 424-3545 ext. 249, 


Wecan Food Basket Seeks Volunteers: 
Opportunity for people on limited incomes to access 
quality nutritious food at affordable prices. Volunteers 
needed in the EPA area pane ер process food 

0 


EXPERIENCING INFERTILITY? WANTED: Females 
18+ encounter ng ШОЛУ for ДЕД or К ЖЕТЕ 
experience of infertility for research study at the 
A. Roch at 451-9005 or 
infertilityresearch@hotmail.co 


weep eal р ттт 


E EIE 
nur" 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


TIFFANY 
DARK HAIRED, BLUE EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY WITH 
BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294. 


Kathleen Escorts 
Independent Ladies 
Lynn - Blonde, Dues beauty 
Amanda - Petite, natural busty blonde 
Heather - Exotic, blonde, hard tanned body 
Teeza - Egyptian, blonde, tanned, toned body 
Donna - Dark hair, greeneyes, busty 
Danielle - Tall, busty European, brunette 
Suelee - Asian, long silky brunette hair 
Flat Rates Quoted - 442-3030 
Bonded 05-3816197-002 


ADULTS 


Hottest Live Chat! 
It's free for women, men get 30 min FREE 
using code 1752. (780) 665-4444. 


Hot local women! 
Call FREE! Chat NOW! 
780-669-2323 other cities: 1-888-482-8282 
18+. No liability. 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! (780) 
413-7144. Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


Eee 
Brain Neurobiology А Research at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from PHOBIA for 


— —— 
LET'S GO! Help newcomers leam about their commni- 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must be accepted as awarded 


- no one may enter any contest more 
than once 


- you may win only once every 60 days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may he pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 
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Everyone on TV is lying about how much they get 


ALT.SEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA NEMERSON 
altsex@altsexcolumn.com 
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DEAR ANDREA: 
My boyfriend and | are in our mid-20s, 
and I'm fairly confident that we'll be mar- 
ried at some point. I'm only the second 
girl he’s slept with, though, and the only 
girl hes had an orgasm with (they were 
virgins together: cute but really it was the 
blind leading the blind). I've had a few 
more partners, and | genuinely feel like 
he should have sex with other women 
before committing. 

Do you think the the number matters? 
Is he going to wake up at 45 needing 
something different? Is there any way | 
can get him to have sex with another 
woman and not feel like he's creatin 
on me? 
LOVE, COMMITMENTPHOBE (FOR HIM) 


DEAR "PHOBE: 

Well that last part is up to you, isn't it? If 
you're going to feel like he's cheating 
even though you pretty much ordered him 
out the door with your phone number and 
address pinned to his underpants, there's 
nothing | can do for you. 

You're going to have to decide which is 
more important to you: lifelong fidelity or 
knowing he's had a look around and still 
chose you. 

Here are two facts; make of them what 
you will. First, Americans, on average, 
have not had anything like the number of 
partners racked up by any unmarried 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 


Ж FREE Trial for MEN: 
P 702.2223 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


Оуег 815 
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ho 


5,000 


Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


character on any sitcom you might watch, 
whether broadcast or cable 

At last count by a trustworthy source, 
half of all adult Americans had had three 
or fewer sex partners over the course of 
their lifetimes. More than your boyfriend 
will have to show for it on his deathbed 
should he neither cheat nor obey your 
order to qo out and slut around first, but 
not by much. 

Second, if he's going to get bored at 
45 and need a little something different, 
that's going to happen whether or not he 
does the homework you assign him at 
25. If it helps, when the data for the 
landmark Sex In America study were col- 
lected in the early ‘90s, it appeared that 
the vast majority of married or cohabit- 
ing couples were in fact faithful to each 
other. And anyway, cheating is not the 
leading cause of divorce—many studies 
point to money or plain old "incompati- 
bility" for that 

There is even some research showing 
that "being very unhappy" needn't cause 
divorce in and of itself—86 per cent of 
couples reporting being unhappily mar- 
ried in the late 805 described themselves 
as happier five years on, and indeed 
most called themselves “very” or "quite" 
happy by then. It seems that the best 
indicator of whether a marriage will last 
is whether the couple wants it to last and 
is willing to stick it out. 

| do digress, but | guess what | want 
you to get here is that projecting your 
worries into the future is not necessarily 
the best use of your time while you're 
young, happy and have a wedding to 
plan. If you've made the offer and he's 


Still not interested, you might want t 
consider just being glad he's so satisfied 
With you, and start picking out china 
patterns 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 

My boyfriend has described an 
friend of his as "really great in b 
asked him what was great about it. He 
described her vagina as "ribbed for 
pleasure,” and said that she 
Striations that gave him a р! 
Sensation because she did Kegel exe 
es regularly. 

I do Kegels regularly, too 
he does not consider our re. 
nas to be comparable. Am 
thing wrong? Do | 
Would one of those weigh 
supposed to put in there help? 

l definitely have more "tricks" 
that girl, but | want to be cor 
"great" too! 

LOVE, WANNA BE GREAT 


his] 


not do i 


DEAR GREAT: 
Of course you do. | truly wonder about 
those "muscle striations," and in fact 
assume tha: they were in his head, along 
with a lot of other muscle and not too 
much of the more useful sort of tissue 

By all means get a barbell-style exer- 
ciser if you like—it couldn't hurt—but 
you're not going to get any more "striat- 
ed," just stronger 

Your boyfriend could get to work devel- 
oping his tact muscles at the same time, 
if he knows what's good for him 
LOVE, ANDREA 
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